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c  H  A  p.  xxvr. 

T  H  E  confidewce  of  Atallba  autliorifed  Alon- 
20^  to  explore  in  his  bofom  the  hidden  caufe  of 
this  melancholy,,  with  which  he  faw  him  con- 
fumed.  «  Inca/’  fays  he,  I  fear  the  impend- 
“  ing  danger,  of  which  I  was  anxious  to  for- 

“  warn  you,  hath  top  deeply  affected  your 
“  mind.” 

In  feeking  _the  ground  of  my  anxiety,”  re¬ 
plied  Uie  Inca,  «  you  afford  me  Gonfolation.  I 
was  afraid  to  diftrefs  you,  tho’  I  wanted  a 
friend  to  partake  my  concern.  It  relpe(5ls  my 
right  to  the  throne  I  poflels,  and  from  which 
the  king  of  Cufco  is  determined  to  drive  me. 
“  I  want  with  him,  a  wife  minifter  and  a  faith¬ 
ful  mediator ,  and  have  fixed  my  eyes  upon 

«  you.  Will  you  undertake  the  oihee  ^ _ 

VoL.  II.  .  B  a  Yes  ” 


li 


Yes/’  anfwered  Alonzo,  “  if  your  caufe^  be 
juft/’ — “-It  is  juft  ;  and  you  yourfelf  will  judge 
it  to  be  fo.  Under ftand  then  the  , nature  of 
‘‘  this  empire  from  its 'origin  ;  with  what  view  it 
“  was  founded,  and,  as  it  hath  been  continually 
“  expanding,  the  reafons  why  it  muft  have  de- 
“  dined,  if  it  had  not  been  divided. 

“  In  early  times  this  immenfe  country  was  in- 
“  habited  b)r  various  nations,  who  were  without 
laws,  unufed  to  difcipline,  and  deftitute  of 
“  morals.  Wandering  through  forefts,  their 
prey,  and  fuch  fruits  as  an  unculpvated  foil 
threw  forth,  as  it  were,  in  pity  to  their  wants, 
“  afforded  them  a  cafual  fubfiftence.  Their 
*  hunting  confifted  of  war  on  each  other,  and 
.  the  conquerors  fed  on  the  bodies  of  the  van- 
quifhed.  They  waited  not  for  the  laft  ftgh  of 
“  the  wounded  to  drink  his  blood,  but  tore  him 
afunder  alive  *.  Their  captives  they  fatted  for 
“  their  deteftable  feafts.  Of  thefe  if  any  were 
“  females,  they  fuffered  their  companions  to  co- 
habit  with  them,  or  clfe  rendered  them  preg- 
“  nant  themfelves,  for  the  purpofe  of  devouring 
“  their  offspring. 

“  Some  of  them,  grateful  by  inftin(n:,  wor- 
‘‘  fliipped  every  object  in  nature  from  which  they 
“  derived  any  advantage  ;  mountains,  the  fources 
of  rivers 3  rivers  themfelves,  and  the  foun- 
tains  which  watered  and  fertilized  the  earth  ; 
<<  the  trees  which  afforded  them  fuel  j  thofe  ani- 
“  mals  of  a  gentle  and  timid  nature  upon  which 
“  they  fed  j  the  fea  abounding  with  fifh,  and 

*  See  Garcil.  book  i.  chap.  n. 
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‘‘  which  they  denominated  their  Niirfe  *.  But 

“  objects  of  terror  had  the  moil:  numerous  vota- 
ries. 

«  Whatever  was  hideous,  or  horrible,  they 
“  converted  to  a  god,  as  if  man  was  delighted 
‘‘  to  terrify  himfelf.  They  worfhipped  the  ty- 
“  ger,  the  lion,  the  vulture,  and  large  fnakes  : 
‘‘  they  adored  the  elements,  tempefts,  the  winds, 
‘‘  thunder  ;  caverns  and  precipices:  they  prof- 
“  trated  themfelves  before  torrents,  the  noife  of 
“  which  depreiled  them  with  fear  ;  before  gloomy 
“  forefts,  and  at  the  foot  of  thofe  dreadful  val- 
canos,  which  call  forth  upon  them  torrents  of 
flame  and  rocks  of  Are. 

'  “  Having  formed  to  themfelves  Deities  cruel 
‘‘  and  fanguinary,  their  worfliip  mufl:  correfpond 
«  to  the  nature  of  their  gods.  One  man  thought 
“  to  pleafe  the  objeft  of  his  devotion,  by  pierc- 
“  ing  his  bofom,  or  mangling  his  entrails ;  an- 
other,  flill  more  furious,  would  fnatch  the 
fuckiing  from  the  breafl:  of  its  mother,  and 
‘‘  daughter  it  on  the  altar  of  his  blood. thirfly 
gods.  In  proportion  as  their  fuflerings  were 
“  rendered  more  exquifite,  the  enjoyment  of  their 
divinity  was  fuppofed  to  be  augmented.  From 
“  the  gods  to  whom  they  facrificed  what  was  mofl; 
‘‘  dear  to  themfelves,  they  expedled  the  gratifi- 
“  cation  of  every  defire  f.  ,  , 

**  He,  whole  rays  diflhfe  life  throughout  ria- 
ture,  beheld,  and  pitied  their  error.’'  ‘  It  is 
‘  net,’  faid  he,  «  firange  that  thofe  fliould  be 
wicked,  whofe  hearts  have  no  underftanding. 


Mamma  Cocha^  mother  fca. - f  See  Garcil  book,  i 

chap,  a. 
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‘  Injfl:ead  of  punifliing  them  for  walking  in  dark- 
‘  nefs,  let  ns  fend  them  the  truth*,  they  will  walk 
<  in  its  light.  It  not  lefs  eafy  to  illuminate  their 
‘  minds  than  their  eyes.’  ' 

“  He  fpoke ;  and  fent  into  thefe  inhofpitable 
climates,  two  of  his  well-beloved  children,  the 
“  wife  and  virtuous  Manco,  and  the  beautiful 
‘‘  Oello,  his  fifter  and  wife 

My  dear  Alonzo,  you  will  fee  the  celebrated 
.  and  facred  place  where  thefe  children  of  the 

Sun  defcended  f .  The  favages  fcattered  in  the 
furrounding  forefts  ad'embled  at  their  call. 

,  Manco  inftruTed  the  men  to  cultivate  the  earth; 
to  fow  it,  and  direct  the  currents  of  water  for 
“  its  refrelhment :  Oello  taught  the  women  to 
fpin,  and  to  weave,  and  invefl:  themfelves  in 
the  clothes  they  had  woven ;  to  devote  their 
attention  to  domeftic  cares,  to  ferve  their  huf- 
bands  with  tender  affiduity,  and  to  educate 
“  their  children.  They  added  to  the  gift  of  the 
arts  the  bleffing  of  laws.  The  worlhip  of  the- 
Sun  their  father,  an  inftitution  infpired  by 
love  and  founded  on  gratitude,  which  never 
“  coft  nature  a  ligh,  nor  reafon  a  murmur, 
was  the  firft  of  thefe,  and  the  foul  of  the 
“  reft. 

“  Aftonifhed  to  behold  themfelves  furrounded 
by  plenty,  fecurity  and  peace,  bleffings  which 
before  were  entirely  unknown,  they  feemed 

t 

*  Garcll,  book  i.  chap.  15. 

'ilK  . 

f  fVLere  thefe  children  of  the  Sun  defcended.']  On  the  borders 
of  a  lake  about  a  league  diftant  from  Cufeo.  The  Incas  had 
-  there  built  a  magnificent  temple  to  the  Sun. 
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**  to  be  trandciteel  into  n  new  fi;itc  of  being.  Their 
wants  being  fatisfied,  their' terrors  vaniftied. 
“  I  lie  plealure  of  wordiipping  a  propitious  and 
“  benehcent  God,  and  of  being  julf  and  good 
“  in  imitation  of  him  *,  the  facility  of  being  hap- 
“  py,  mutual  benevolence,  in  a  word,  the  charms 
“  of  an  innocent  and  peaceable  fociety  captivat- 
Cvl  every  heart.  Alhamed  of  having  been 
blind  and  barbarous  they  readily  yielded  to  ci- 
“  vihzation,  and  fubmitted  to  the  mild  reldraints 
“  of  law.  Cufeo  was  founded  by  their  hands, 
and  encornpaffed  by  a  hundred  villages  *.  The 
“  verable  Manco,  before  he  returned  to  repofe 
“  himfelf  with  the  Sun,  his  father,  beheld 'un- 
“  interrupted  profperity  in  the  empire  he  had 
“  founded. 

“T'lis  elded  fon  fucceeded  Inm  f  j  and,  like 
<«  himfelf,  by  gentlenefs,  perfuafion,  and  bene- 
««  fits,  enlarged  the  limits  of  this  happy  em- 
“  pire. 

“  The  heir  of  this  prince rendered  his  arms 
“  refpe(5f:able ;  but  employed  them  only  againfh 
the  ferocity  of  his  neighbours,  without' embru- 
ing  his  hands  in  their  blood. 

“  His  fuccefTor  was  lefs  happy.  The  people 
“  whom  he.  attempted  to  bring  over  compelled 

*  En  compajfed  by  a  hundred  villages  ]  Thirteen  on  the  Eall, 
thirty  on  the  Well,  twenty  on  the  North,  and  forty  on  the 
Sou  h. 

■j-  His  eldejl  fan  fucceeded  himf  SiNCHl  RoCHA,  the  fe- 
cond  king.  His  conquefl  extended  twenty  leagues  to  the 
fouth, 

I  ‘The  heir  of  this  prince.']  LoquE  Yupangue,  the  third 
king,  conquered  forty  league  of  country  from  North  to  South, 
and  twenty  from  V/ed  to  Eaft. 
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if  him  to  fight  The  frll:  acllon  was  bloody  ; 

but  the  virtues  of  the  conqueror  atoned  for  his 
“  conqueft.  His  valour  infplred  fear,  and  his 
clemency  love. 

“  The  eldeft Ton  of  this  hero  f  greatly  enlarg- 
ed  his  dominions,  but  with  expending  either 
the  blood  or  the  tears  of  thofe  whom  he  van- 
quilhed.  His  return  to  Cufco  was  glorious  j  he 
was  borne  in  triumph  by  kings. 

“  The  fucceeding' Incas  to  fubdue  the  fero- 

clous  people  with  whom  they  contended,  were 
“  fometimes  obliged  to  befet- their  retreat,  to  re- 
pel  their  efforts  to  efcape  from  it,  and  there 
allow  them  to  refolve  on  fuch  meafures  as  ne- 
ceflity  might  difVate.  But  our  arms  awaited 
the  refult  of  their  determination,  without  ever 
“  aflaitlting  them.  If  they  refolved  to  live  in- 
dependenl  and  unhappyi  it  was  a  niaxioi  to 
give  them  up,' rather  thvm  deftroy.them.  Ever 


*  Compeited  him  to  fghf.']  Thefe  were  the  Cayavhi,  a 
Soudiern  people,  \Yhora  he  befiefjed  on  their  mountain.  He 
fouu'ht  alfo  the  Cullas,  at  the  lord  of  a  river,  the  moun¬ 
taineers  of  Atom  Puna,  and  thofe  of  VilliVi  atid  PaLia  on  the 

,  rri, 

f  Phe  ddsjl  fon  of  thh  hero:\  Cafac  Yupangue,  the  tilth. 
Icing,  H  s  conqueils  extended  on  the  VYcfk  as  far  as  the  fea  ; 
(>ji  the  South,  from  Patira  to  the  country  of  the  Charcas'^  on 
the  Ead,  to  the  foot  ol  mount  Ant'u  ;  on  the  North,  to  Racuna^ 
in  the  province  of  Chinca. 

I  ‘Ph's  f-icceeding  Jncas.'j  Roca,  the  fixth  kin^ ; 

'rhe  leventh,  Viracocua. 

'i'he  eighth,  Pachacut EC.  .  v 

,  'I’he  ninth,  Yupangue.. 

h'he.rcnth,  Tupac  Yupangue. 

The  eleventh,  HuaiTa  Capac,  father  of  the  two  reign¬ 


ing  Incas. 
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indulgent  and  condefcending,  peace  went  forth 
“  to  meet  them  ;  and  her  only  requidtion  for 
‘‘  the  blcffings  Ihe-  oflhred  *  was  a  difpofition  to 
enjoy  them.  It  was  the  great  defign  of  the 
Incas  to  engage  the  world  to  be  happy.  A  pure 
‘‘-.inldimtion  oT  religion,  wife  laws,  extendve 
knowledge,  ufeful  arts,  were  the  fruits  of  con-' 
‘‘  queh  ;  and  thcfe  the  conquered  were  allowed 
to  gather.  Such  for  eleven  rtdgris  was  thcii: 
“  ambition  and  their  glory,  and  Inch  was  there- 
“  ward  of  tlieir  labours. 

“  The  difhculty,  however,  of  protecting  this 
empire  entcrealed  with  its  extent.  During  iiie 
“  long  fpace  often  rt^igns  it  Itad  experienced  but 
“  a  firigle  revolt.  My  father,  wlio  v,  as  tin,-:  moft 
gentle  and  juft  of  kings,  fiw  t!u-ee  ;  one  to- 
‘‘  wards  the  North,  and  two  to  die  '■  udi  of 
‘‘  thefe  mountains.  The  extremities  were  no 
longer  under  the  eye  of  one  inon-mch..  To- 
wards  the  £aft  they  hati  furmounied  th,c  lofty 
Andes  j- •,  on  the  IVeft  tiiey  ran  out  into  - die 
“  fea  *5  to  the  North  and  the  South  immenfe  de- 
farts  lye  open  before  us  ;  in  Ihort,  the  whole 
continent  wais  included  in  the  plan  of  our  con- 
quefts.  A  partition  was  therefore  necellary 
among  the  children  of  the  Sun. 


*  T/j/?  llejfings  Jkt  oJfsred,'\  When  befieged  on  the  moun¬ 
tains  they  wanted  provifions,  and  their  children  and  wives  had 
no  other  fiihfiRence  than  the  plants  of  the  vallies  not  only 
were  they  fed,  but  loaded  back  vvi<h  fupplies  for  their  fathers 
and  hulhands,  and  charged  with  the  offer  of  friendlliip  and 
peace. 


I  Mountains  fince  called  the  Cordelieres. 


8  T  H  E  I  N  C  A  -  S.  ■ 

My  father,  liaving  fobdued  this  fertil'e  and 
extenfive  province,  thought  the  time  was  now  ^ 
“  come  for  making  a  divihon.  He  had  married  i 
two  wives ;  the  one  w^as  Ocello,  his  fifter  ;  the 
, other,  Zulrnaj  a  defcendant  from  the  royal  J 
line  Hnafcar  is  the  elded  of  the  children  j 
of  Ocello  *,  he  poiTeiTes  Ciifco,  the  city  of  the  j 

Sun,  and  th.e  empire  of  our  anceftors.  I  am  J 

‘‘  the  elded  of  the  children  of  Zulma  ;  and  the  I 
province  of  Quito,  an  acquidtion  made  by  my 
iather,  was  the  inheritance  v/hich  he,  liberally  | 
.and  imfolicited,  bequeathed  to  me, -with  his  - 
expiring  breath. 

The  doubt  is,  v/hether'he  might  thus  dif- 
«  pole  of  a  podefiiorr which  he  held  by  his  own  '  ^ 
««  right,  and  owed  only  to  his  own  valour  ?  This  ^ 
is  the  origin  of  a  dlipute  between  my  brother  i 
««  and  myfelf,  which  if  he  compel  me  to  take  up  J 

arms,  mud  terminate  in  blood.  \ 

My  brother  k  haughty  and  indignant.  His  | 
cold' pride  knows  not  hotv  to  bend.  'To  his  ^  | 
contempt  for  ihe  will  and  memory  of  a  Hther,  | 
he  joins  the  reqnifition  to  myfelf,  that  I  fhall  I 
“  deicend  from  my  throne  and  become  dibmif-  | 
live  to  tlie  law  of  ins  will.  Feel  you  if  I  can  i 
comply.  I  love  my  brother  5  it  is  dreadful  to  '  1 
“  lee  Ins  hatred  purfue  me  ;  it  is  terrible  -to  re-  ; 

“  fleet -that  his  people  and  mine  mud  become  ^ 

toes  to  each  other,  and  that  a  domedic  war,  '  I 
kindled  between  the  Incas,  will  render  both  1 
“  an  eafy  prey  to  a  foreign  opprelTor.  But  this  .  - 


*  clrf:  nhirit  Ji  om  tic  r^yal  I'n  e?\  Of  tl'.e  Caciques  who 
jbcft-'i'c  the  cuu<;uell  of  this  province  had  been  kings  of  i^ito. 

feepter 
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'  fcepter,  this  diadem, — from  my  father  I  receiv- 
‘  ed  them  •,  and  ihall  I  fuffer  my  father  to  be  in- 
‘  fulted  ?  There  is  nothing  as  an  equal,  an  ally, 
‘  a  brother,  and  a  friend,  that  I  would  not 
^  yield  to  Huafcar.  Does  he  wifh  to  extend  his 
‘  conquefts  beyond  the  banks  of  Mauli  *,  or 
^  the  current  of  Amarumayuf?  I  will  join  in 
f  the  enterprife.  Do  there  remain  in  the  vales 
‘  of  Nafca,  or  of  Pifco,  any  rebels  to  be  rc- 
‘  duced  ?  I  will  aflift  to  fubje(fl:  them.  His  ene- 
‘  mies  fliall  be  mine.  But  why  will  he  perfifh 
‘  to  difgrace  me  ?  Why,  to  diflionour  and  de- 
‘  bafe  his  own  blood  ^  Thefe  tears  are  witnefles 
‘  to  you  of  my  hncerity.  Moft  earneftly  do  I 
‘  wilh  for  peace.  I  have  fenfibility,  but  am  vio- 
<  lent ;  and  greatly  fear  myfelf.  It  is  for  thee, 
‘  my  dear  Alonzo,  to  prevent  the  evils  of  ini- 
‘  pending  difcord.  Repair  to  Cufco.  Huma- 
‘  nity  dwells  in  thy  heart,  and  truth  on  thy  lips; 
‘  thy  candour,  thy  integrity,  the  natural  fupe- 
‘  riority  of  thy  reafon  to  ours,  that  perfualive 
‘  charm  which  accompanies  thy  words,  may, 
‘  perhaps,  prevail  upon  him,  and  fpare  us  both 
‘  the  moft  diftrefting  evils.  Shun  not  to  ex- 
prefs,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  the  liorror 
‘  which  a  civil  war  excites  in  my  heart ;  nor  fear 
repeatedly  to  afture  him  that  I  will  never  relin- 
quifti  my  rights.  My  dying  father  placed  me 
upon  the  throne  which  he  himfelf  had  raifcd 

^  A  river  of  Chili. 

f  ^he  river  of  Snaltcr,  now  the  river  de  ia  Plata. 
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and  confirmed  ;  and  I,  to  the  laft  gafp  of  life, 
will  maintain  it.” 

K 

Alonzo  felt  the  importance  and  difficulty  of 
ffich  a  commiffion ;  but  was  not  difpofed  to  de¬ 
cline  it ;  and  every  thing  was  foon  prepared  that 
could  confer  a  fplendor  on  his  embaflyj  becoming 
the  majefly  of  both  kings. 


CHAP.  XXVII. 

P REVIOUS  to  Alonzo’s  departure,  the  Inca, 
to  commence  this  pacific  enterprife  under  favour¬ 
able  aufpices,  offered  a  facrifice  to  the  Sun.  The 
Mexicans  attended ;  and  Alonzo  himfelf  as  he 
partook  not  in  the  rites,  thought  it  no  crime  to 
be  prefent. 

The  Virgins  of  the  Sun,  who  were  admitted 
into  the  temple,  miniftered  to  the  Pontiff  at  the 
altar.  It  was  their  duty  to  diftribute  the  facrifi- 
cial  bread  *,  which  one  of  them,  after  the  offer¬ 
ing,  prefented  to  the  Incas. 

The  unhappy  deftihy  of  Cora  ordained  that  fhe 
ffiould  officiate  on  this  folemn  day. 

Alonzo,  by  the  dihinguiffied  favour  of  the 
monarch,  was  placed  near  him.  The  prieftefs 


*  The  facrijidal  hread^  This  bread  was  coinpofed  of  the 
finell  maize,  and  was  called  Cancu,. 

.  approached 
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approached  with  a  veil  on  her  head,  and  her  brow 
crowned  with  flower.s.  Her  eyes  were  call;  down ; 
hilt  her  long  eye-lafhes  permitted  a  fparkling  ra¬ 
diance  to  efcape  them.  Her  lovel)^  hands  trem¬ 
bled,  her  lips  were  agitated,  her  bofom  panted, 
and  every  circumftance  expreffed  the  fenlibility 
of  her  heart.  Happy  would  ihe  have  been  had 
her  timid  eyes  been  never  raifed  on  Alonzo  !  One 
glance  deftroyed  her  ;  this  imprudent  glance  pre¬ 
sented  to  her  view  the  mod:  formidable  enemy  to 
her  repofe  and  her  innocence.  If  he,  by  his 
grace  and  beauty  had  melted  the  hearts  even  of 
cannibals  when  thirfting  for  his  blood,  what  mud; 
have  been  their  influence  on  the  bread:  of  a  vir¬ 
gin,  fimple,  tender,  ingenuous,  and  made  for 
love  !  This  fentiment,  the  germ  of  which  nature 
had  planted  in  her  bofom,  difclofed  itfelf  all  at 
once.  j 

In  her  agitation,  occadoned  by  the  fight  of  the 
Spaniard,  whofe  beauty  was  ftill  improved  by  his 
drefs,  fhe  fcarcely  could  prevent  the  golden 
^ballcet  that  coqtaiiied  the  offering,  from  falling 
out  of  her,  hands.  Her  cheek  lod:  its  colour, 
and  her  heart  alternately  fufpended  and  redou¬ 
bled  its  palpitation.  A  fudden  chillnefs  fucceed- 
ed  to  the  fever  that  throbbed  within  her  veins, 
and  her  trembling  knees  almod:  failed  to  fiipport 
her. 

Having  finiflied  her  miniflry,  fhe  returned  to- 
veards  the  altar  :  but  Alonzo,  who  was  prefent 
to  her  imagination,  ftill  feemed  before  her  eyes. 
Interrupted  and  confufed,  in  the  performance  of 
her  duty,  fhe  dire<d;ed  a  fuppliant  look  towards 
the  image  of  thd  Sun,  and  it  appeared  to  rdie<St 
upon  her  the  features  of  Alonzo.  O  God  !” 
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laid  die,  O  God  !  what  can  this  deliriuiu 
“  mean?  How  hath  this  young  ftranger  be- 
wildered  mv  fenfes  !  I  am  no  more  niy- 
felf.” 

The  htcrifice  being  offered,  and  their  devotions 
concluded,  the  Inca,  attended  by  his  court,  re¬ 
tired  ;  the  priefleffes  left  the  temple,  and  return¬ 
ed  to  that  inviolable  and  facred  afylum  where  they 
were  concealed  from  mortal  view. 

This  retreat,  in  which  Cora  had  found  her  days 
to  flow  on  in  a  peaceful  langour,  became  from 
that  moment  a  gloomy  and  dreadful  prifon.  She 
felt  the  full  weight  of  her  chains,  and  her  heart 
fighed  for  freedom,  though  it  were  but  in  a  dc- 
lart  and  with  Alonzo  ;  for  flie  continued  to  fee 
and  Iiear  him,  to  fpeak  and  complain  to  him,  as 
if  he  had  been  actually  prefent.  ‘‘  What  !  ne¬ 
ver,  never,”  fays  ihe,  “  fhall  the  illufion, 
which  occupies  my  fancy,  become  a  reality  ! 
Ah  !  why  did  I  ever  fee  thee,  thou  dear  ob- 
ject  of  my  thoughts,  if  I  am  condemned  to 
“  lee  thee  no  more  ?  Ah  !  come,  at  leafl  before 
“  I  die,  come,  thou  adorable  man,  and  view 
what  ravage  the  fight  of  thee  alone  hath  made 
in^  weak  heart  ;  come,  behold,  and  pity  thy 
viefim  !  Where  art  thou  ?  Wilt  thou  deign- to 
think  on  me  j  on  me  who  burn,  who  die,  with 
“  the  hopelefs  defire  of  feeing  thee  once  more  ? 
“  Alas!,  what  a  miferable.  fituation  is  mine  !  I 
“  feel  myfclf  drawn  towards  him  by  an  invinci¬ 
ble  attraction  :  my  foul  inceffantly  breaks  thro’ 
the  walls  of  my  confinement  to  feek  him  : 
awake,  afleep,  he  alone  poireffifs  my  thoughts; 
]  v/oul,d  give'  my  life  to  realize  one  .  of  my 
dreams,  and  that  but  for  a  moment,  even  if 
the  next  i  lliould  ceafe  to  exifi: !  Gracious 

G  od  ! 
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God  !  doft  thou  delight  in  tyranny,  and  does 
it  yield  thee  pleafure  to  rend  a  feeling  heart  ? 
“  Thou  knoweft  if  mine  confented  to  the  oath 
which  my  lips  uttered.  A  power  I  could  not 
“  oppofe  compelled  me  to  fpeak  *,  but  nature,  in 
'  “  a  voice  that  reached  to  thee  at  the  inftant,  re- 
“  claimed  againft  the  unjuft  compulfton.  My 
“  heart  is  not  perjured ;  it  promifed  thee  no- 
“  thing.  Give  me  back,  then,  to  myfelf.  Alas ! 

am  I  worthy  of  thee  ?  Too  weak,  too  frail, 
“  one  moment,  as  thou  haft  feen,  one  glance 
“  hath  difturbed  my  foul ;  wild,  diftradled,  I  no 
“  longer  can  command  either  my  fenfes  or  my 
“  reafon.” 

At  thefe  words  flie  proftrated  herfelf,  and  not 
daring  to  behold  the  light  of  the  God  fhe  had 
betrayed,  hid  her  face  in  her  veil,  which  was  wet¬ 
ted  with  tears.  But  foon  the  image  of  Alonzo, 
and  that  dreadful  idea,  1  Jhall  fee  him  no  more, 
obtruded  themfelves,  and  caufed  her  grief  to 
bur  ft  forth  afrefli.  “  O  my  father  !  what  have 
“  you  don'e  ?  And  what  have  I  myfelf  done  ? 

Why  did  I  go  from  you  ?  Why  bury  myfelf 
“  alive  1  Alas  !  my  veneration  for  you  was  fo 
“  full  of  aftedlion  !  I  would  have  ferved  you 
“  with  fo  much  attention  and  love  !  O  my  fa- 
“  ther  !  my  father  !  you  would  have  feen  me 
near  you,  the  gentle  confolation  of  your  peace- 
“  ful  old-age,  partaking  with  my  hufband  the 
“  duty  of  rendering  you  happy,  and  under  your 
eyes  bringing  up  my  children  ....  My  chil- 
dren  !  Ah  I  never  fliall  I  be  a  mother  ;  never, 
at  that  dear  and  holy  name,  fhall  my  heart 
“  beat  with  joy.  This  heart,  dead  to  the  ten- 
dereft  feelings  of  nature  and  its  fofteft  attach- 
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merits,  is  difTevered  from  the  pureft  of  plea- 
fares  for  ever.” 

rhat  rapid  and  terrible  lightning,  which  kin¬ 
dles  at  once  two  hearts  made  for  each  other,  had 
ftricken  at  the  fame  inftant  both  the  young  In¬ 
dian  and  Alonzo.  Surprifed  to  fee  fuch  a  com¬ 
bination  of  charms,  agitated  and  enraptured  with 
the  fingle  look  Ihe  caft  upon  him,  he  followed 
her  with  his  eyes  to  the  extremity  of  the  temple, 
and  became  jealous  even  of 'the  God  whom  he 
faw  her  adore. 

Gloomy,  reftlefs,  and  impatient,  he  returned 
to  the  palace.  Every  thing  diftreffed  and  con- 
ftrained  him.  He  endeavoured  to  recal  his  rea- 
fon  ;  he  reproached  himfelf  for  entertaining  fo 
foolifh  a  paffion,  condemned  himfelf,  and  blufhed 
at  it ;  he  tried  to  exclude  it  frotn  his  bofom  :  but 
vain  were  his  reproaches  and  ineffe61ual  his  ef¬ 
forts  !  ^Reflexion, .  in  attempting  to  draw  out  the 
arrow,  did  but  deepen  the  wound.  One  look  of 
the  Prieftefs  had  transFufed  into  his  heart  the  de¬ 
lightful  poifon  of  hope.  Indiffbluble  vows,  a  fe- 
vere  flavery,  an  incorruptible  and  vigilant  guard, 
and  an  inacceffible  prifon,  by  turns  prefented 
themfelves  to  his  thoughts,  and  though  he  faw 
the  difficulties  that  attended  each,  yet  hope  de- 
ferted  not  his  breaft. 

To  poffiefs  Cora  is  impoffible,  but  not  to  have 
known  how  to  pleafe  her :  and  if  fhe  loves  me,” 
fays  .he,  if  fhe  knows  that  I  adore  her,  if  our 

hearts  correfpond  to  each  other,  the  confei- 
“  oufnefs  of  it  will  afford  confolation  j  ah !  this 
“  would  fuffice.” 

In  ruminating  inceffantly  upon  her,  a  thoufand 
times  a  day  would  he  experience  every  emotion 
of  this  wayward  love.  Conffderation,  however, 

at 
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at  length  reftored  him  to  himfelf,  and  difcovered 
to  him  the  imprudence  and  fhame  of  his  tranf-' 
ports.  What  1  amongft  a  religious  people  to  at-  . 
tempt  a  facrilegious  violation  of  their  laws  !  In 
the  court  of  a  king,  his  friend,  to  trample  on 
the  rights  of  hofpitality  !  to  expofe  the  objedl:  of 
his  affection  to  difgrace,  and  to  the  punifliment 
inevitably  connected  with  the  forgetfulnefs  of 
her  vows  !  Thefe  were  fo  many  crimes  and  fo 
gre^t,  that  each  of  them  feparately  made  Alonzo 
tremble.  He  immediately  repelled  the  thought, 
and  refolved  that  it  Ihould  never  overcome 
him. 

Seeking  to  footh  his  melancholy  in  folitude, 
he  retired  to  the  facred  inclofure  where  Cora  was 
confined.  The  bounds  were  cxtenfive  and  over- 
fhadowed  by  thick  trees,  whofe  ftately  height 
added  a  folemnity  to  the  venerable  fcene.  ‘‘  Be- 
“  neath  thefe  fiiades,”  faid  he,  “  the  lovely  Cora 
enjoys  the  cooling  breeze.  Alas  !  perhaps^fhe 
there  fighs ;  and  neither  pity  nor  love  will 
dare  to  break  her  bonds.  Thefe*  walls  are 
“  high,  and  the  guard  is  watchful  •,  but  how  eafy 
would  it  be  to  furmount  them  !  Their  fandlity 
is  their  befi:  protedlion.  Love,  the  fatal  ene- 
my  to  repofe  and  innocence,  love  like  mine 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  regions  have  never  felt. 
“  The  habit  of  defiring  only  what  is  permitted, 
condudfs  them  quietly  along  the  narrow  path 
“  ^which  their  laws  prefcribe.  But  how  cfUel 
**  are  thofe  laws,  to  which  youth,  beauty,  and 
**  love,  are  the  forrowful  vi(Stims  !  How  juft 
and  generous  would  it  be  to  fet  them  free  ! 
Having  uttered  thefe  words,  he  trembled  at  the 
rifing  emotion  of  his  heart,  and  retired  from  the 
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place.  AJi  !”  fays  he,  “  and  is  this  then  the 
“  glorious  deiign  which  brought  me  to  the  Inca’s 
“  court !  I  profefled  myfelf  a  hero,  and  at  laffc 
‘‘  am  found  a  periidious,  weak,  and  defpicable 
“  ravi flier.” 

Thus  his  virtue  ftruggled,  and  would  have 
proved  "viiSlorious,  had  not  a  terrible  event  given 
an  afcendancy  over  it,  to  fear  and  companion. 


CHAP.  XXVIII. 


H  A  P  P  Y  are  the  people  that  cultivate  thofe 
vallies  and  hills  which  the  fea  furrounds,  and  the 
fubfidings  of  its  furges  compofe  !  The  fhepherd 
there  attends  his  flock  without  alarms  ;  and  the 
hufbandman  fows  his  grain,  and  reaps  its  produce 
in  peace.  But  wretched  are  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  lofty  mountains,  whofe-  feet  the  ocean  ne¬ 
ver  laves,  and  whofe  fummits  pierce  the  clouds  f 
Among  thefe  the  fubterranean  fires,  that  rage  in- 
ceflantly  beneatly,  burft  forth  in  dreadful  fury, 
and  form  thofe  immenfe  mafles  of  calcined  rocks, 
fluid  metals,*  afhes,  and  lava,  which  collect  in 
heaps'  as  they  fall  around  the  yawning  chafms 
through  which  they  forced  their  way.  Pitiable 
isfhe  lot  of  thofe  whom  the  fertility  of  .this  de¬ 
ceitful  foil  allures  !  the  flowers,  the  fruits,  and 
the  crops  with  which  it  abounds  ferve  but  to  hide 
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the  gulf  beneath.  The  principles  of  fertility, 
which  penetrate  the  earth,  are  but  exhalations  of 
tliat  fire  by  which  it  is  confumed  :  the  iiicreafe  of 
its  abundance  is-  the  prefage  of  its  ruin  ;  and  it 
fwallows  up  its  inhabitants  in  the  raidfi:  of  plenty. 
Such  is  the  climate  of  Quito.  The  fite  of  this 
city  was  fubjecf  to  a  terrible .  volcano  and  its 
foundations  had  been  diflurbed  by  frequent  con- 
cufiions. 

When  the  Indians  were  one  day  difperfed  in 
the  fields  ploughing,  fowing,  and  reaping  (for 
this  rich  valley  prefented  at  once  to  the  eye""  the  » 
various  labours  of  the  year)  ,and  the  daughters 
of  the  Sun,  in  the  recelTes  of  their  palace,  were 
employed  in  fpinning  and  weaving  the  precious 
texture  of  wool,  to  clothe  the  Pontiff*  and  the 
king,  a  fullen  found  was  heard  at  firft  In  the 
entrails  of  the  volcano,  refembllng  that  of  the 
fea  when  a  tempeff  is  colle^fing.  By  degrees  it 
deepens  and  at  length  becomes  a  low  and  hollow 
murmur.  The  earth  trembles  j  a  rumbling  noife 
is  heard  in' the  air,  and  black  vapours  conceal 
the  fky  ;  the  temple  and  the  palace  totter,  and 
threaten  to  fall  in  ruins  ;  the  mountain  heaves, 
and  its  fummits  rends  afunder  by  the  winds  com- 
preffed  within  it :  torrents  of  liquid  lava  and 
wreathes  of  reddening  fmoke  enkindle,  and  dart 
forth,  from  the  bottom  of  the  abyfs,  in  rapid 
whirls,  immenfe  fliivers  of  burning  rocks.  What 
a  majeffic  and  awful  pifture  !  to  behold  rivers  of 
fire  urgmg  their  headlong  courfe  in  glittering 

^  terrible  ’volcano^  Pichencha  j  fee  the  defcrlpticn  of  this 
volcano  and  its  eruptions  in  1538  and  1660,  in  the  relation 
t>f  M.  de  la  Condamine’s  voyage. 
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floods  over  imtnenfe  heaps  of  fno_w,  and  excavat¬ 
ing  in  them  a  deep  and  ample  bed  ! 

Within  and  without  the  walls  defolation,  afto-  'i 
mfljment,  and  terror  at  once  prevail.  The  huf- 
bandman  fears  to  break  the  furlace  of  the  earth, 
which  flu^laates  like  the  fea  beneath  his  feet. 
Amongft:  the  priehs  of  the  8un,  fonie  trembling 
rufli  out  of  the  temple  ;  others  in  conhernation 
cling  to  the  altar  of  their  God.  The  vi  rgins 
diftradfed  defert  the  palace,  the  roofs  of  which  ; 
threaten  to  defcend  upon  their  heads  ;  and  run¬ 
ning  into  the  wide  inclofiire,  all  pale  and  diihe- 
veiled,  they  extend  their  timid  hiinds  towards 
thofe  walls  from  which  even  pity  herfell  durll  ■ 
not  offer  them  relief.  tl 

Alonzo  alone,  wandering  round  this  Inclofure, 
heard  their  plaintive  cries.  In  this  univerfal  i 
danger  he  trembled  ouiy  for  Cora.  Every  cry  1 
that  pierced  his  ear  feemed  to  come  from  her  ] 
alone.  Wild,  and  fhuddering  with  grief  and  1 
fear,  like  a  ring-dove  that  hovers  with  trembling  1 
wings  over  the  prhbn  in  which  his  companion  | 
is  confined  5  o**  rather  like  the  lionefs  who,  with  | 
glowing  eyes,  roams  and  roars  around  the  fnare  | 
in  which  her  young  are  taken,  he  learches  and  | 
at  length  difcovers  a  pafiiige  through  the  ruins.  I 
rranfported  with  joy  he  climbs  the  fragments  of  j 
the  1  acred  wall,  and  enters  this  afylum,  wliich  ! 
no  mortal  before  him  had  ever  entered.  Dark-  I 
nefs  favoured  him  :  the  gloomy  and  melancholy  | 
light  of  day  had  given  place  to  the  night,  which  ’ 
Was  illuminated  only  by  the  dreams  of  lire  d 
thrown  forth  from  the  mountain  ;  and  this  dread-  i 
ful  light,  like  that  of  Erebus,  ferved  only  to  dif-  j 
cover  to  the  eyes  of  Alonzo,  the  prieffefTes  of  | 

the  1 


THE 


INCAS. 


19 


the  Sun,  like  Avandering  fliades,  running  in  their 
terror  through  the  gardens  of  the  palace,  v 
Any  other  eyes  than  thofe  of  a  lover,  occupied 
''entirely  with  the  objedt  of  his  paffion,  would 
have  fought  in  A^ain  to  diftinguifli  one  of  them 
irom  the  reft.  Alonzo  knew  Cora  again.  The 
'graces,  Avhich  in  her  terror,  had  not  forfaken 
her,  rendered  her  at  a  diftance  confpicuous  to 
her  lover.  He  fupprefted  his  firft  tranfports  for  ' 

,  fear  of  alarming  her*,  and  advancing  with  cau- 
I  tion,  Cora,”  fays  he,  in  a  tone  of  the  fweeteft 
fenftbility,  “  a  God  watches  over  us  and  defends 
“  our  lives.”  Cora  intimidated  at  his  addrefs,  im¬ 
mediately  flops ;  at  the  fame  inftant  the  earth 
quakes,  anti  the  mountain,  Avkh  a  loud  noife, 
cafts  forth  a  blaze  of  light,  Avhich  amidft  the  fur¬ 
rounding  darknefs,  difeovers  to  the  view^  of  the 
prieftefs,  Alonzo,  with  open  arms. 

I  Whether  from  the  fud;len  emotion  of  furprife, 
or  perhaps  of  love,  Cora  threw  herfelf  forwards,  ^ 
and  fell  ahnoft  lifelefs  into  the  arms  of  the  Spa- 
!  niard.  He  fupported  and  revived  her,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  diliipate  her  alarm.  “  O  thou,” 

,  fays  he,  y  Avhom  I  have  adored  from  the  mo- 
ment  I  frft  faw  thee  in  the  temple  !  thou,  for 
whom  I  live,  Cora,  be  not  afraid  :  it  is  Hea- 
'  ‘‘  ven  hath  fent  me  to  deliver  thee.  FoIIoav  me, 

«  Let  us  cpiit  thefe  fatal  feenes  ;  fuffer  me  to  fave 
thee.” 

Cora,  feeble  and  trembling,  yielded  to  his  in¬ 
treaty.  He  clapfed  her  to  his  bofom,  and  bore 
her  without  difficulty  over  the  broken-wall.  Fhe 
frft  retirement  that  occurred  to  his  thoughts 
was  the  valley  of  Capana,  which  belonged  to 
j  the  Cacique,  who  was  the  friend  of  Las-Ca- 
fas. 
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Whether  go  I  ?”  fays  Cora.  *«'My  fenfes 
“  are  difordered  by  affright.  I  know  not  where, 
“  nor  even  with  whom  I  am.  What  will  be- 
“  come  of  me  O  pity  me!” — You  are,”  re- 
plies^Alonzo,  “  under  the  protection  of  a  man 
“  wlio  lives  only  for  you.  I  would  conduct  you 
“  far  from  danger,  to  a  delightful. valley  where 
‘‘  a  Cacique,  my-  friend,  will  receive  you  as  his 
‘‘  daughter.” — “  Ah,  rather,”  fays  ffe,  ‘gcon- 
“  ceal  me  from  every  eye.  I  have  forfeited  my 
‘‘  life,  and  what  is  far  more  dear.  You  know 
“  ic  t  how  fevere  a  law  you  caufe  me  to  violate. 
‘‘  Efcaped  from,  this  afylum,  where  can  I  live 
“  concealed  ?  I  am  following  the  footfteps  of  a 
“  man,  after  having  abjured  the  fex  for  ever. 
‘‘  To  what  do  you  expofe  me  ^  Ah  !  rather  let 
me  perifh.” 

Cora,  anfwers  Alonzo,  the  hr  ft  duty  of 
‘‘  humanity,  and  that  to  which  the  earlieff  teh- 
‘‘  dency  of  nature  inclines  us,  is  felf-prefervatio'n. 
**  At  the  moment  when  death  furrounded  and 
purfued  you,  there  was  neither  vow  nor  law 
“  which  muff  not  fubmit  to  this  invincible  im- 
pulfe.  To-morrow,  when  all  will  be  calm, 
‘‘  before  the  dawn,  you  may  go  back  to  thofe  gar- 
“  dens  where  your  terrified  companions  will  have 
“  paffed  the  night,  and  the  fecret  of  your  abfence 
y*  will  never  be  difcoverecl.” 

In  the  mean  time  the  danger  diminlfiied,  and 
fobn  difappeared.  The  earth  ceafed  to  tremble, 
and  the  noife  of  the  volcano  “abated.  The  py¬ 
ramid  of  fire  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  burnt 
with  lefs  fury  and  appeared  to  decline  vffhe  black 
volumes  of  fmoke^  which  darkened  the  heavens, 
began  to  be  diffipated,  a  breeze  from  the  eaff 
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driving  tliein  off  towards  the  Tea.  The  iky,  by 
degrees,  recovered  its  azure,  and  the  moon,  by 
her  foothing  fplendor,  feemed  difpoled  to  reftore 
tranquillity  to  nature. 

Alonzo  and  his  tender  companion  were  now 
"crofling  the  delightful  meadows,  in  which  a  thou- 
fand  trees,  bending  with  fruit,  interwove  their 
branches  with  each  other.  The  trembling  moon¬ 
beams,  breaking  through  the  foliage,,  ihed  a 
golden  verdure  upon  the  grafs  beneath.  Refb 
yourfelf,  my  dear  Cora,”  lays  Alonzo,  “  here 
repofe,  and,  in  the  calm  and  filence  of  an  in- 
dulgent  night,  permit  me  to  fatiate  my  ford 
“  with  the  pleafure  of  viewing  you,  and  adoring 
.  ‘‘  your  numberlefs  charms.”  Cora  confented  to 
fit  down.  ,  Alonzo’s  firft  care  was  to  pluck  the 
fruits  that  hung  around  him  and  prefent  to  her. 
The  delicious  favint,  the  palta  fiill  more  pleafing, 
the  nut  of  the  cocoa,  and  its  refrelhing  juice, 
fupplied  this  fimple  feafi. 

Sitting  at  the  knees  of  Cora,  Alonzo  fcarcely 
breathed.  The  folicitude,  the  Ibrprize,  that  fear¬ 
ful  timidity  which  blends  itfelf  with  the  impc- 
tuofity  of  defire,  and  is  redoubled  at  the  approach 
of  enjoyment,  fufpcnded  his  impatience.  He 
prefled  with  his  hands  and  applied  to  his  lips  the 
trembling  hand  of  Cora.  Daughter  of  Hea- 
ven,”  fays  he  to  her,  and  is  it  thee  then 
that  T  poffefs  thee,  the  foie  objeff  of  my 
willies  }  Who  could  have  thought  that  a  pro- 
‘‘  digy  at  which  nature  Ihudders,  fhould  prove 
the  means  of  our  meeting,  .and  that  the  earth 
Ihould  be  ft-ricken  with  terror  only  to  draw  olF 
‘‘  the  prying  eyes  of  thy  inhuman  guard  ^  A 
“  God,  without  doubt,  compailionates  my  love 
and  my  diflrefs.  Ah  j  let  us  avail  ouiTelves 

of 


“  of  his  offered  favour.  We  are  alone,  free  I 
“  from  reftraint,  and  concealed  from  every  wit-  | 
“  nefs  but  the  night,  which  never  betrays  the  y 
‘‘  tender  fecrets  of  love.  But  thefe  precious  1 
moments  are  fleeting,  let  us  improve  the  ^ 
next ;  and  if,  I  am  dear  to  thee,  Cora,  bid  1 
‘‘  me  be  happy. Be  happy,”  flie  replied,  | 
and  from  that  inftant  a  cloud  obfcured  futu- 
rity. 

Every  objedf  to  their  eyes  now  wore  new  beau-  ; 
ty.  The  ferenity  of  the  night,  the  folitude  and  j 
filence  which  prevailed  around  them,  diffufed  a 
charm  they  had  never  felt  before.  “  Ah  !  deli-  ^ 
cioLis  retreat!”  faid  Cora:  Why'feek  an-  ^ 

other  afylum  This  mild  radiance,  this  ver-  | 

dant  feat,  thefe  trees,  all  feem  to  afk,  Whi-  ^ 

1; 

ther  would  'you  go  ^  Where  can  you  be  more  ; 

“  happy  than  with  us  ?” - “  O  dear  partner  of  J 

“  my  foul,”  faid  Alonzo,  thus  mayefr  thou  ' 
“  be  ever  pleafed  with  me  !:__Here  let  us  pafs  the  ; 
“  night,  and  fly  with  the  morning’s  dawn  from  i 
thefe  fcenes  of  thy  captivity.  Let  us  ...  .  But  i 
<<  how  know  1  where  deftiny  may  lead  usi  Were  :j 
“  it  to  fome  dreary  cave,  I  fhould  there  live  i 
happy  with  thee  ;  but  without  thee  ceafe  to  be.” 
Such  was  the  language  which  his  foolifh  paflion  i 
fuggefted  to  Alonzo.  Cora  preffed  him  in  her  : 
arms,  and  he  felt  the  tears  from  her  eyes  flow  ; 
down  his  cheek.  My  friend,’^  lays  fhe,  if  ' 
“  it  be  poffible,  let  us  force  from  our  bofoms  the  i 
prefage  that  affii6fs  us.  While  in  your  com- 
<<  pany  I  would  confine  my_  thoughts  to  you  ‘ 
“  alone  :  Why  fhould  the  bleffings  which  I  fo  * 
ardently  defired,  be  mingled  with  the  bitter-  I 
nefs  of  grief?” 
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Cora  as  yet  knew  not  the  name  of  her  lover ; 
fhe  requeued  to  hear  it  :  and  a  thoufand  times 
*  pronounced  it.  I~Ie  ipokc  to  her  of  his  country, 
and  even  flattered  her  with  the  pleafing  hope  of 
one  day  re-viflting,  witJi  her,  his  native  place. 
In  this  he  meant  not  to  deceive  her,  but  the  agree¬ 
able  iiliifion  foon  yielded  to  bitter  reflecStion.  Eve¬ 
ry  emotion  of  their  fouls  was  at  length  fufpended 
by  Humber;  and  Cora,  till  break  of  day,  repofed 
I  on  the  knees  of  Alonzo. 

The  birds,  awakened  by  the  morning  (far, 
awoke- Alonzo  with  their  longs.  He  opened  his 
eyes  and  beheld  Cora  :  a  thoufand  xharms  attra(Sl 
his  view.  Applying  his  mouth  to  her  rofy  lips, 
on  which  pleafure  fat  fmiling,  he  catches  her 
breath  ;  and  his  foul  flies  thither  attraeSfed  by  th^ 

I  fragrapee. 

I  ^  Cora  awakes  ;  a  confufed  agitation -of  fear  and 
joy  difeovers  the  emotion  of  her  heart.  And 
^  i^  it  thou,”  fays  fhe,  throwing  herfclf  into 
!  the  embraces  of  Alonzo,  “  and  do  I  again  find 
“  thee.?  Ah!  I  thought  'hee  loft  for  ever.” — 
j  “  No,  Cora,  be  afthred,  we  ftiail  never,  never 
“  part.  But  let  us  hafte  *,  fee  the  dawn  appears. 
“  Let  us  afeend  the  mountains,  and  confiding 
‘‘  in  nature,  who  fuftains  the  inhabitants  of  the 
forefts  in  their  haunts,  feek  freedom  with  me, 
“  which,  next  to  love,  is  the  firft  of  bleflings.” 
Ah  I  dear  Alonzo,”  fays  Cora,  were  I  but 
alone  with  you  in  thofe  forefts  where  fl)e 
“  reigns,  and  unknown  to  all  the  world  belide  1” 
•~»In  uttering  thefe  words,  fhe  prelfedhim  in  her 
arUis  and  Jrembled,  while  her  eyes,  fuffufed  in 
tears,  were  fixed  on  his.  AffeHed  and  alarmed 
at  her  anxiety,  he  urged  her  to  communicate  the 
caufe.  She  Ihudders  at  the  diftrefs  which  her 
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words  muft  give  him,  b^t  at  length  yielding  to 
his  importunity,  Delight  of  my  foul,  my  dear 
‘‘  Alonzo,”  fays  ilie,  my  heart  is  rent,  as 
thine  will  be,  but  forgive  me :  I  am  bound  by 
a  facred  and  terrible  duty,  which  tears-  me 
from  your  arms  ;  and  from  this  moment  I 

muft  bid  you  farewel  for  ever.” - — “  Ah! 

what  fay  you,  cruel  Cora  !” - Hear  me. 


(( 


(C 


When  I  was  devoted  at  the  altars,  my  parents 
became  fureties  for  my  fidelity.  Tile  blood  of 
“  a  father  and  a  mother  is  the  pledge  of  my 
‘‘  vows.  A  fugitive  and  perjured,  1  give  up 
them  to  torture;  my  crime  devolves  on  them, 
“  and  they  muft  bear  the  punifhment  ;  fuch  is 

“  the  rigour  of  the  law.” - “  O  God  !— -You 

tremble  ! — 'Unhappy  woman  !  what  have  you 
done  AVhat  have  I  myfelf  done?”  cries  he, 
falling  with  his  face  on  the  ground  and  rending 
his  hair.  Why  did  you  not  fooner  difcover  to 
“  me  the  abyfs  into  which  I  was  falling,  and 


(t 


dragging 


you  ?  .  .  ,  .  Leave  me.  Thy  love. 


(i 


thy  grief,  thy  tears  redouble  my  horror  . 
What  1  would  you  that  I  uould  conduct  you 
back  ?  That  to  me  would  be  fatal  ....  To  re¬ 
tain  you  !  Oh  I  no ;  I  am  not  a  monftel*.  I 
will  never  fuffer  you  to  become  a  paricide.  I 

will  never  fuffer  it.  She  goes  then . 

Cruel  ....  Stop  1  Stop  !  I  die.” 

The  diftreffed  Cora,  on  hearing  his  cries^  re-., 
turned  all-trembling,  and  fell  at  his  knees.  He 
views  her,  embraces  her,  wets  her  with  his  tea^s, 
feels  himfelf  bathed  with  hers,  fwears  to  her 
eternal  love  ;  and,  in  the  excefs  of  grief,  grows 
wild  and  again  relaples.  ‘‘  What  lhall  we  do  ?” 
fays  Cora,  “  you  fee  it  is  day.  If  we  heftate, 
it  will  be  too  late ,  and  my  father,  my  mo¬ 
ther. 
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.»  ther,  and  their  children  mull:  perilh.  Me- 
iinks  I  already  fee  the  kindling  flames.” _ 

00k  and  an  air  of  deep  defpondence ;  and  in- 
ftant  y  arming  himfelf  with  that  elevated  fortitude 
which  tramples  under  foot  the  paffions,  he  takes 
her  hand_,  and,  m  hafte,  leads  her  back,  pale 
and  trembling,  to  the  foot  of  thofe  walls,  within 

which  file  gop  to  conceal  her  crime,  her  love, 
2na  her  defpair.  -  * 

Love  in  the  foul  of  Cora,  till  the  moment  of 
this  fatal  interview,  had  been  nothing  more  than 
a  confuled  and  vague  delirium  :  Its  power  the 
was  ign^ant  of,  till  die  had  polTelTed  the  objea. 

A  ??  j  m  becoming  more  determinate,  had 
redoubled  its  violence remembrance'  and  regret 
foftered  it ;  and  defire,  void  of  hope,  ever  fal¬ 
lacious,  and  increafing  in  ardour,  was  its  perpe¬ 
tual  attendant.  But  it  was  without  remorfe  at 
lead,  and  without  dread  of  futurity.  The  con- 
fufion  of  the  night,  in  which  the  attention  of 
every  one  had  been  abforbed  by  a  regard  for  their 
own  fafety,  prevented  the  detection  of  her  fliaht 
and  her  abfence  ;  die  thought  it  no  crime  to 
wander  where  danger,  fear  and  love  had  driven 
her.  Her  mod  didrefsful  forebodings  arofe  from 
the  apprehenfion  that  the  dre,  which  devoured 
her,  would  never  be  extinguidied.  More  un¬ 
happy  is  the  date  of  her  lover.  He  experiences 
the  lame  fufFering,  and  a  corroding  folicitude  be- 
Jide,  which  incelTantly  torments  him. 

O  !  'under  what  various  and  cruel  forms  does 
over  the  heart !  Alonzo  Ihuddered 
le  t  he  diould  become  a  father  5  and  this  danger, 
which  innocence  had  concealed  from  the  eyes  of 
VoL.  II.  ^  ■  ~ 
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Cota,  was 


I  . 

continually  prefcnt  to  his  own.  He 


reviewed  with  terror  the  moft  delightful  mo¬ 
ments  of  his  life,  and  detefted  the  love  which 
had  made  him  happy.  It  was  tieverthelefs  ne- 
ceflary  for  him  to  fet  out  on  his  embafly.  But 
in  going  from  Q^ito,  he  felt  his  foul  attracted 
by  an  hrefiftible  force,  to  difengage  itfelf  from 
him,  and  rufh  back  towards  thofe  walls  within 
which  Cora  fighed. 


CHAP.  XX. 


A.  LEVEL  road  carried  through  mountains, 
over  vallies  and  torrents  *,  and  reaching  from 
one  extremity  of  the  empire  to  the  other, 
fented  a  ftupendous  monument  of  the  grandeur 
of  the  Incas ;  but  neither  this,  nor  the  arfenals 
which  at  proper  intervals  were  placed  upon  it ; 
neither  the  receptacles  which  were  always  open 
for  the  accommodation  of  travellers  •,  nor  the 


fortrelTes  I 
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fortreifes  and  temples  which  perpetually  occurred  j 
neither  the  *  canals,  thro’  winch  the  currents  of 
rivers  were  diverted  into  the  champaign  coun¬ 
try,  nor  the  wonders  of  a  new  climate,  could 
efface  Cora  from  the  thoughts  of  Alonzo.  Her 
image,  tho’  always  excluded  with  a  figh,  incef- 
fantly  returned. 

At  length  however  the  voice  of  friendfliip  ob¬ 
tained  an  audience.  Alonzo  at  once  awoke  from 
j  his  delirium  and  as  he  approached  Cufco,  the 
objedt  of  his  embaffy  occupied  his  attention.  He 
difpatched  three  Caci<^ues  to  acquaint  the  mo- 
i  narch  that  “  a  man,  born  beyond  the  fcr.s,  and 
«  on  the  diores  where  the  Sun  arifes,  a  Cafiilian, 
“  who  had  been  received  in  the  court  of  his  bro- 
“  ther,  was  coming  to  fee  him,  and  to  bring 
‘‘  him  the  words  of  peace.” 
j  The  fame  of  the  Caftilians  had  arrived  at  Cuf- 
co  ;  and  the  name  already  become  terrible,  ftruck 
the  haughty  Huafcar.  He  fent  a  part  of  his 
I  court  to  meet  Alonzo;  and  himfelf,  in  all  the 
majeftic  fplendor  of  the  Incas,  elevated  on  a  throne 
of  gold,  in  a  palace  whofe  ceiling,  and  walls  were 
I  covered  with  the  fame  Ihining  metal,  having 
twenty  Caciques  at-  his  feet,  and  at  his  fide  tv/en- 
I  ty  tribes  of  Incas,  defcendants  from  Manco,'  re- 
;  ceived  him. 

Alonzo,  who,  before,  had  never  feen  fo  mag¬ 
nificent  a  fpectacle,  was  afionifhed.  The  prince, 
with  a-  grace  equal  to  his  dignity,  beckoned  to 
;  him  approach,  and  fpeak. 

I  N 

j  *  Canals.']  One  of  thefe  on  the  weftcrn  plains  extended  a 
j  kundred  and  iiity  leagues  from  South  to  North, 
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Inca,”  fays.  Alonzo  to  him,  a  virtuous  | 

‘  'and  affectionate  brother  is  the  gift  of  Heaven  ;  1 

‘  a  gift  of  Heaven,  not  lefs  rare,  is, a  faithful 
“  friend.  You  may  rejoice,  fince,  in  the  king  • 
“  of  Quito,  Heaven  has  given  you  both.  1 
know  his  foul  *,  and  my  heart,  which  hath  ne- 
ver  yet  learnt  to  dillemble,  correfponds  to  his. 

You  are  both  threatened  by  a  formidable  ene- 
‘‘  my,  who  is  advancing  againft  you  from  the  | 
Eaft.  You  will  both  need  mutual  help  to  re-  I 
fift  his  attack.  United  you  may  conquer  ;  \ 

<<  disjointed  you  are  vanquifhed.  The  Inca,  your 
brother,  applies  to  you  for  aid,  and  offers  his  J 
arms  in  return.  This  is  the  purport  of  my 
commiffion.”  ‘  I 

“  I  was  dcfirous  to  hear  you,”  anfwered  the-  ; 
Inca,  although  fent  hither  by  a  I'ebel;  but,  - 
“  firft,  let  me  alk,  are  not  you  youiTelf  one  of 
thefe  very  ftrangers,  who  have  lately  arrived  i 
on  our  fhores,  and  who  have  fpread  terror^  j 
through  the  valley  You  call  yourfelf  a  Cafti-  j 

lian  ;  it  is,  I  think,  the  name  they  bear  ;  they  j 

profefs  to  come,  like  you,  from  the  fhores  of  ^ 
«  the  Eaft.”  '  j 

“  Yes,”  replied  Alonzo,  “  I  am  one  of  thofe  | 

who  appeared  on  this  coaft.  In  their  ffeps  I  ; 

fought  for  yory,  but  finding  Only  crimes,  I  ^ 
‘‘  forfook  them.  I  hncerely  love  and  honour  ; 
reflitude  and  greatnefs  of  foul,  and  from  i 
hence  arifes  my  attachment  to  the  generous 
prince,  who  now,  in  my  words,  addreffes 
‘‘  you.  If  both,  fprung  from  the  fame  blood,  ; 

and  fons  of.  one  father,  love  each  other  and  . 
<»  live  in  peace,  you  will  be  happy  and  power-  I 
‘‘  ful.” 


«  If 


the 
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If  he  remembers,”  fays  Hnafcar,  of  what 
“  father  we  were  born,  let  him  recollea,  alfo, 
the  difference  arifmg  from  our  birth.  The 
‘‘  Sun  hath  given  but  one  mafter  to  this  empire ; 
“  the  reign  of  his  fon  fliould  refembls  his  own. 
“  He  hath  no  ecjiial  in  Heaven^  and  I  would  have 
“  none  on  earth.” 

«  Inca,”  replies  Alonzo,  ‘‘I  would  fain  adopt 
“  your  language,  and  fuppofe,  what  you  believe. 

Have  you  not  fo  much  regard  for  mankind  and 
“  efteem  for  the  laws  of  your  ancefiors,  as  to 
“  wifli  that  the  univerfe  might  be  jjoveCned  bv 
“  thofe  peaceful  inditutions 

“  Doubtlefs,”  anfwers  the  Inca,  I  both  widi 
“  and  hope  it.  It  is  the  will  of  the  Sun,  and 
^  “  time  will  fee  it  accompliflied.” 

And  then,”  afles  Alonzo,  will  the  world 
“  have  but  one  king,  as  it  has  but  one  Sun  ? 
“  Can  the  wifdom  of  one  man  extend  his  rc- 
*•  gards  as  far  as  the  orb  of  day  extends  his 
“  beams.?  You  cannot  believe  it;  confefs  then 
*<  that  as  your  vigilance  is  circumferibed,  fo  your 
“  power  ought  to  be,  and  that  it  would  be  un- 
“  jud  -to  cieiire  poffeflions  which  \’0u  could  not 
govern.” 

“  Stranger,”  fays  the  Inca  interrupting  him, 
how  great  is  thine  audacity  to  come  hither  with 
a  view  to  limit  my  power  ?” 

It  is  not  I  that  fet  limits  to  it,  but  nature,” 
fays  Alonzo  :  I  only  fpcak  what  it  hath  done. 

“  I  only  remind  you  that  you  are  a  weak 
man,  when  your  ambition  would  make  you  a 
“  Cod.” 

“  I  am  a  man,  but  I  am  a  king,”  replies  the 
Inca;  ‘‘  and  this  title  fhouid, teach  thee  the  re- 
‘‘  fpeid  that  is  xny  due.” 

C  3 
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--  Know/^  fays  Alonzo,  that  my  equals  ad- 
drefs  kings  withcxit  flattery,  and  refpecl:  them 
without  fear.  It  is  for  you  alone  to  behold 
me  at  your  feet ;  but  begin  with  being  jufl,  and 
honour  the  memory  ot  your  father  who  him- 
felf  was  a  king.  From  his  hand  your  brother 
received  that  fcepter,  which  you  now  claim. 
“  In  difavowing  his  gift,  you  infult  him  in  his 
grave,  and  trample  on  his  alhes. 

Tire  Inca  trembled,  but  his  pride  predominat¬ 
ed  over  his  piety.  “  My  father,  ‘‘  fays  he, 
was  growm  old  j  and  man  impaired  by  age  is 
credulous,  and  eaflly  wrought  upon.  He  yield- 
ed  to  the  artifice  of  an  ambitious  woman  ; 

and,  forthefonof  a  ftranger  fupplantecl  him, 

whom  the  wife  laws  of  Manco  had  nominated 

He  remitted  to  you,”  fays  Alonzo,  all  he 
received,  and  hath  difpofed  of  no  more  than 

“  he  acquired  by  conqueft.” 

;  If  like  him,  each  of  our  kings,  lays  the 
r.rince,  had  diffipated  his  own  acquilitions, 
“  where  now  had  been  this  empire  ?  Unity  or 
power  confritutes  its  grandeur  and  flrength  ; 
<<  and  my  father,  who  received  it  from  his  an- 
ceflors  entire,  ought  to  have  transfeired  it  un- 
“  fevered.  Fie  was  furpriled  into^  error,  and 
without  ceafing  to  honour  his  virtue, 
vere  his  allies,  I  may  dlfatmw  the  weaknels  ot 
‘  a  moment,  which  made  him  forgetful  of  my 


1 

j 


<<  rights. 


5? 


“\earh,”  Fiys  Alonzo,  «  that  at  the  North 
of  thefe  climates,  an  empire-,  as  vaft,  and 
««  more  powerful  than  your’s,  hath  been  ravaged, 
deftroyed,  and  overwhelmed  with  the  blood 
of  its  inhabitants,  in  confequence  of  inteltine 

««  diviiion.  Its  princes,  with  difficulty  elcaped 

from 
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**  from  the  fword  of  the  conqueror,  have  fought 
refuge  in  the  court  of  the  Inca,  your  brother  ; 
“  and  their  misfortune  confirms  my  prediction. 
“  A  terrible  enemy  will  find  you  both,  weaken- 
“  ed  and  exhaufted  by  each  other.  Ah  !  regard 
“  then  the  prefervation  of  your  empire ;  and 
“  when  the  thunder  rolls  over  your  head,  and 
“  the  abyfs  yawns  beneath  youi*  feet,  tremble, 
unhappy  prince  *,  inftead  of  threatening,  do 
“  you  yourfelf  tremble.” 

The  whole  court,  which  heard  him,. appeared 
difturbed  at  his  lan_guage  *,  the  Inca  himfelf  was 
moved  j  but  dilTembling  his  fear  under  the  exte¬ 
rior  of  pride  :  It  belongs  to  the  ufurper,” 

fays  he,  to  prevent  the  evils  of  which  he  will 
be  the  caufe,  and  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  my 
laws.” 

Hope  it  not,”  fays  Alonzo,  furprifed  at 
<<  his  infiexibility.  Atahba,  crowned  by  a  dy- 
ing  father,  will  never  think  himfelf  ufurping 
<<  that,  which  his  father  delegated  to  him.  His 
\Vjll  he  regards  as  an  inviolable  law.  His 
«  throne  he  will  never  rellnquhh  but  with  the 
«  laft  gafp  of  life :  I  repeat  his  very  wotds.  It 
M  is  for  you  then  to,  confider,  whether  you  wiy. 
**  imbrue  your  hands  in  the  blood  of  a  brother, 
<<  a  virtuous  brother,  who  loves  you  j  who  ac- 
“  counts  it  his  glory  and  his  happinefs  to  be 
your  ally  and  your  moft  afteefionate  friend  ; 
“  who  conjures  you,  in  the  name  of  your  fa- 
ther,  not  to  revoke  his  gifts  ;  in  the  name  both 
“  of  his  people  and  your  own,  not  to  urge 
“  him  to  an  impious  war.  Difpofe  of  him  and 
“  his  arms ;  he  fears  not  war  :  his  flandards  are 
“  furrounded  by  a  faithful  and  valiant  people  ; 
t^venty  kings  attend  him,  not  lefs  devoted 

C  4-  “  to 


to  him  than  myfelf.  All  he  fears  is  to  fpili 
the  blood  of  his  friends,  ,  his  family  and  his 
“  people,  who,  having  been  the  fubjefls  of  your 
“  father,'  and  born  under  the  fame  laws,  are 
“  his  children  as  well,  as  your’s.  Like  him,  con- 
fult  your  heart*,  it  jnull;  be  good,  magnani- 
“  mous,  and  fenfible,  at  leafl,  to  pity.  It  is 
“  pot  my  prefent  intention  to  decide  on  your 
“  rights  *,  fuch  contefts  can  be  determined  by 
arms  alone.  The  queftion  now  is,  who  will 
“  lofe  moft  by  yielding  to  the  other?  On  his 
fide,  a  kingdom  is  depending,  but  on  your’s, 
“  a  province  only,  which  can  bring  you  no  new 
acceffion  of  glory,  power,  or  greatnefs.  He 
“  defends,  together  with  his  crown,  and  his  ho- 
‘‘  nour,  the  honour  alfo  of  his  father  :  And  to 
thefe  interefts,  what  do  you  oppofe  ?  The  pride 
“  of  not  allowing  a  divihon  !  And  fhould  this 
“  then  kindle  between  vou  the  flames  of  a  civil 

j 

“  war,  at  the  inftant  when  a  common  danger  in- 
“  cites  you  to  unite  ?” 

Tlie  haughty  Huafcar  would  hear  no  more. 
But  the  undaunted  frankneft  and  the  elevated 
fentlments  of  Alonzo,  impreffed  every  perfon 
prefent  with  wonder  and  refpe^ff,  not  -excepting 
even  the  Inca  himfelf.  '• 

'  «  I  know  not,”  fays  he,  how  it  is,  but 

this  race  of  men  have  fomething  in  them  com- 
“  manding  and  fuperior  to  us.  I  would  gain 
“  the  good-will  and  elfeein  of  this  man.  Let 
a  every  honour  be  paid  him'  which  is  due  to  his 
“  office,  and  the  authority  with  which  he  is  in- 
“  vefted.” 

He  admitted  hini  to  his  table  *,  and  converf- 
jncj  with  him,  in  the  familiar  tone  of  friend- 
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fliip  :  Caftilian,”  fays  he,  I  am  defirous 

“  of  acceding,  as  far  as  I  can  with  honour,  to 
“  the  peace  you  propofe.  Let  Ataliba  retain 
“  the  bequeft ;  let  him  reign  at  Quito  j  I  con- 
“  fent  to  it,  if,  as  a  tributary  of  the  empire, 
‘‘  he  will  render  homage  to  the  eldeft  fon  of  the 
“  Sun,” 

Tho*  there  was  but  little  reafon  to  prefume 
that  Ataliba  would  fubmit  to  this  condition,  yet 
Alonzo  did  not  think  himfelf  authorized  to 
reje6l  the  proportion  without  acquainting  him 
with  it ;  and  while  he  waited  the  refult  of  his 
meirage,  his  leifure  was  employed  in  viewing  the 
decorations  of  this  fiouridiing  city  and  its  pre¬ 
cincts. 


C  H  A  P.  XXX. 


X  11  E  temple  of  the  Sun,  the  palaces  of  the 
monarch,  the  Incas  and  the  virgins  ;  the  fortrefs 
with  the  triple  inclofure,  which  commanded,  and 
protected  the  city  ;  the  canals  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  mountains,  which  plentifully  fupplied  it 
with  their  clear  and  falutary  ttreams ;  the  exten- 
five  and  magnificent  fquares  that  adorned  it,  and 
thofe  monuments,  of  which  nothing  but  the  de¬ 
plorable  ruins  now  remain,  filled  Alonzo  with 
admiration.  “  And  have  all  thefe  prodigies,” 
fays  he,  “  been  effected  by  the  hand  of  man, 

C  5  “  without 
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Eviry  '2v/jcr«.  glittered  in  his  eyes,"]  Hiflorians  have  great- 
exaggerated  in  their  accounts  of  the  wealth  of  Peru. 
There  were,”  lays  Garcilafl'o,  piles  of  ingots  of  gold, 
uranaries  full  of  grains  of  gold,  &c.” 


f  At  Cufco  there  were  fifteen  hundred, 


Alonzo 
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Alonzo  was  prefent.  The  appointed  day  was 
that  on  vvdiich  the  Sun,  having  terminated  his 
Ibuthern  courfe,  refted  on  the  tropic  to  return 
towards  the  North. 

They  attentively  watched  the  inftant,  when 
his  orb  being  oh  the  decline,  the  myfterious  co¬ 
lumns  call:  a  lhadow  towards  the  Eaft,  of  equal 
length  to  themfelves ;  and  then  the  Inca,  prof- 
trating  himfelf  before  the  Sun,  his  father,  thus 
addreffed  him :  “  Beneficent  God,  thou  art  now 
“  receding  from  us  to  reftore  life  and  joy  to  the 
“  inhabitants  of  another  hemifphere,  whom, 
far  from  thse,  winter,  the  offspring  of  night, 
“  a£Hi<5ls  ;  we  do  not  murmur.  Thou  wouldfi; 
‘‘  not  be  juft,  didft  thou  confine  thy  animating 
“  prefence  to  us  alone,  and  for  the  fake  of  thy 
“  children  forpet  the  reft  of  the  world.  Fol- 

C> 

“  low  thy  courfe  ;  but  leave  us  as  a  pledge  of 
“  thy  goodnefs,  an  eriianation  of  thyfelfj  and 
“  let  the  fire  of  thy  rays,  cherilhed  on  thefe 
“  altars,  difiufe  among  thy  people  confolation 
“  in  thine  abfence,  and  ailurance  of  thy  re- 
turn.” 

Having  concluded  his  addrefs,  he  prefented  to 
the  Sun,  the  hollow  fur  face  of  a  poliftied  chryi- 
tal  fet  in  gold,  an  artifice,  kept  in  myfterious 
fecrecy  from  the  people,  and,  known  only  to  the 
Incas.  The  rays,  croiilng  each  other  in  a  point, 
fell  on  a  pile  of  cedar  and  aloes,  which,  imme- 

*  A  chryJJalJ]  The  had  rock  chryftal.  Garcilaffo  fays,  that 
they  drew  fire  from  the  Sun  by  means  of  a  fmall  cup  of  gold, 
like  the  halj  oj^  an  orange^  which  the  I'ligh-pricft  wore  like  a 
bracelet. 

diately 
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diately  kindling,  perfumed  the  air  with  the  moft 
grateful  fragrance  *.  ' 

It  was  thus  that  the  wife  Manco  exhibited  to 
the  Indians  an  attehation  from  the  Sun  himfelf, 
that  lie  had  fent  him  to  give  them  laws.  O 
“  Sun,”  laid  he,  “  if  I  am  thine  offspring, 
“  let  thy  rays,  from  the  fummit  of  heaven, 
‘‘  kindle  this  pile,  which  my  hand  confecrates 
to  thee  and  the  pile  was  inftantly  inflam¬ 
ed. 

The  multitude,  at  the  fight  of  this  prodigy, 
which  was  annually  renewed,  broke  forth  into 
exclamations  of  joy;  and,  each  being  eager  to 
pTOcure  a  fpark  of  this  facred  fire,  the  monarch 

^here  is  fo  intimate  a  refetnllanee  hei’iveen  ihi  fa^  here  f<*p* 
pofed  by  AT.  ATa  R  MO  NT  EL,  and  a  pajj'age  in  the  AI0IKA 
Of  Oil  PH  EOS,  as  ivill  appear  to  the  reader  extraordinary,  if  the 
Jormrr  hud  not  borroived  it  froin  the  latter, 

K  P  Y  2  T  A  A  A  O  2. 

Y^e/JzeeXXov  (fociB-ovtx  ^ioevyia  Aa^so 
dy^-xv,  e/.Trof^  ixv  cc’lyXy.j, 

K^xvdreev  fxiyx  tz^Ttzrxi  ccCf^itoy  yiro^. 

To'v  X  sYtts^  f/rSrx  %£r^«r  vfov  I'xvxi, 

Oortr  rci  (Axxd^iev  x^yT^crsrxi  rjtrt. 

KsxAvB-i  ^  o(p^«  /AocOotj  jtASvoS"  d^y^yvoUo  XiB-oio' 

ya^  ccr~^  x^xts^uo  QiXiiT  -arv^oj  h  (pX'Jyxf  0^0'xly 
}xixX'l/.xC  xvxxku'j  jL'.tV  XXtX^iivxi' 

u)^vrci^  oy  nSAicio  ‘Kcctohin^tov  ccvya<^ovto^ 

Atitiy  VTTio  'oxiteey  6Xiyy,y  xxtivx  rxyv(r(rii, 

*■!  0  ors  xx^^^xxtyjg  mi  B-^yvi  xxl  -wlovoq  vXv]g, 

KaATvov,  sTTstrcc  ^'e  -eervp  oX^yov,  ustx  <f>Xjyx  ■HroAAnv 
’Ojcrii.-— 

'  imparted 
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imparted  It  to  the  Incas,  and  they  to  the  people, 
jvhile  the  priefts  were  occupied  in  preferving  it 
upon  the  altar. 

Then  the  lovers,  who  were  ^arrived  at  the  nup¬ 
tial  age  advanced  *  *,  and  nothing  could  be  more 
flriking  than  the  immenfc  circle  compofed  of 
youth  in  the  blolTom  of  life,  who  conftituted  the 
ftrength  and  hope  of  the  ftate,  demanding  the 
riglit  of  giving  birth  to  others,  and  inriching  it 
in  their  turn  with  a  new  race.  Health,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  labour,  there  reigned,  in  union  with  beau¬ 
ty,  or  fupplied  the  want  of.  it.  •  ' 

.  Children  of  the  ftate,”  fays  the  prince,  it 
<<  now  expedls  from  you  the  price  of  your  birth. 

Every  mait  who  regards  life  as  a  bleffing  is  ob- 
“  liged  to  tranfmit  it,  and  multiply  the  gift.  He 
“  alone  is  exempt  from  giving  being  to  others  to 
“  whom  life  is  a  curfe.  If  any  luch  perfon  be 
among  you,  let  him  fpeak ;  let  him  declare 
the  caule  of  his  hatred  to  life,  and  I  am  rea- 
“  dy  to  hear  his  complaints.  But  fuch  of  you 
“  as  peacefully  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  Sun,  ray 
father,  approach,  mutually  plight  your  faith, 
“  engage  to  continue  your  race  and  perpetuate  the 
“  number  of  the  happy.” 

Not  a  complaint  was  uttered  ;  and  a  thoufand 
couples,  in  turn,  prefented  themfelves  before 
him.  “  Love  one  another,  obferve  the  laws, 
“  adore  the  Sun,  my  father,”  faid  the  princ'e 
to  them  j  and  as  an  emblem  of  their  ufiited  la¬ 
bours  and -.cares,  in  joining  their  hands,  he  cauf- 

7he  nuptial  a^e.']  The  fame  author  informs  us  that  this 
was  at  twenty-five  for  men,  and  twenty  years  for  women. 

V  ed 
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ed  them  to  touch  the  ancient  fpade  of  Manco,  | 
and  the  diftaff  of  Oello,  his  laborious  compa-  I 
nion.  I 

■.  Alonzo j  viewing  this  circle  of  youthful  beau-'  | 
ties,  faid  to  himl'eif  with  a  ligh  :  Ah  !  Cora,  I 

heavenly  maid,  if  thou  wert  prefent,  this  whole  '• 
“  affemblage  of  charms  would  difappear  in  the  \ 
“  effulgence  of  thine.” 

One  of  the  young  brides  approached  the  Inca,  ' 
with  her  eyes  fuffufed  in  tears.  The  prince,  per¬ 
ceiving  it,  enquired  into  the  caufe  of  her  diftrefs. 
Timidity  and  a  palnfiil  referve  prevented  lifer  from 
anfwering.  The  Inca  condefcended  to  encourage 
her.  Alas  !”  fays  Ihe,  I  hoped  to  have 
“  confoled  the  lover  of  my  lifter:  for  flie  is  fo 
lovely  that  they  have  referved  her  for  the  tern- 
“  pie  j  and  the  unfortunate  Ircilo,  to  whom  my 
“  father  refufed  her,  came  and  poured  forth  his 
“  forrows  to  me.”  Elina,”  fays  he,  “  one 
“  day,  you  are  not  as  beautiful,  but  you  are  not 
“  lefs  gentle :  your  heart  is  good  and  compaf- 
“  donate  *,  you  have  a  tender  regard  for  Meloe  ; 

I  know  how  dear  you  are  to  her,  and  I  wifli 
“  to  behold  her  in  you  :  in  pity  to  me  fupply 
‘‘  her  place.  At  fir  ft  I  refufed  j  but  Meloe, 

‘‘  diflblved  in  tears,  importuned  me  to  become 
her  fubftitute.”  Who,”  fays  The,  “  will 
‘‘  confole  him,  if  you  will  not  ?  Behold  how  his 
difappointment  afilifts  him.”  I  confent,” 
replied  I  to  her,  “  if  that  will  confole  him.” 

‘‘  He  thinks  it  will  *,  he  promifes  it  fhall.  But 
**  now  he  confeftes  to  me  that  he  can  love  no  one 
“  but  her,  and  that  he  fhall  for  ever  lament  the 
“  lofs  of  her.” 

The  Inca  fent  for  the  father  of  Elina  and  Me¬ 
loe.  **'  Bring  Meloe  to  me,”  fays  he.  ‘‘  You 

“  have 


'the  INCAS. 


39 

«  have,  referved  her  for  the  temple,  but  thofe 
“  hearts,  which  the  Sun  requires,  muft  be  free, 
and  her’s  is  not.  She  loves  this  young  man  ; 
“  and  it  is  my  will  that  he  be  her  hufband.  As 
:  for  Elina,  I  will  take  care  to  choofe  one,  who 

“  fhall  deferve  her.’^ 

The  father  obeyed.  Meloe  approached  dif- 
trelled  and  trembling.  But  when  Ihe  faw  Ircilo, 
and  heard  that  it  was  to  him  her  hand  lliould  be 
I  given,  her  beauty  revived  ;  an  emotion  of  delight 
overfpread  her  face,  and  direaed  her  eyes  full 
of  tendernefs  towards  thofe  of  her  young  lover : 
i  “  Will  you  then,’’  fays  fhe,  ‘‘  be  afiliaed  no 
more  ?  My  wilh  is  completed.” 

A  new  couple  prefent  themfelves,  and,  at  the 
fame  inftant,  a  young  man  forcing  his  way 
through  the  crowd,  ruflies  between  them,  and 
j  falling  at  the  feet  of  the  Inca;  Son  of  the 
‘‘  Sun,”  cries  he,  prevent  Ofai  from  violating 
her  engagement  to  me.  It  is  I  whom  fhe  loves. 

I  “  She  is  haftening  to  make  herfelf  unhappy,  by 
“  making  me  miferable.” 

The  king  furprifed  at  his  audacity,  but  touch¬ 
ed  by  his  defpair,  permitted  him  to  fpeak.  “  In- 
“  ca,”  fays  he,  deign  to  hear  me.  It  was  in 
“  the  feafon  of  harveft,  when  I  being  bulily 
“  occupied  in  colleaing  the  produce  of  my  fa- 
“  ther’s  fields,  was  informed  th^t  the  harveft  of 
“  her  father  would  the  next  day  begin.  Alas  !” 
fays  I,  to-morrow  they  will  reap  the  crop  of 
“  the  father  of  Ofai ;  my  rivals  will  there  af- 
“  femble ;  how  unfortunate  for  me  if  I  fhould 
“  be  abfent  !  Let  us  haften,  and  redouble  our 
“  efforts'  to  finifh  our  harveft.  It  was  ended, 
and  I,  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  went  to  repofe. 

De- 
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“  Deceived  by  my  Humber,  I  awoke  not  till 
“  your  father  had  enlightened  the  world.  Griev¬ 
ing  at  my  mifliap,  1  came  and  found  Olai  in 
the  fields,  with  young  Mayobe,  who,  from 
the  dawn,  had  been  labouring  with  her.” 
Go,”  fays  fhe  to  me  with  contempt,  “  you 
“  neither  love  me,  nor  regard  my  father ;  love 
‘‘  and  friendfhip  would  have  been  more  dili- 
‘‘  gent.”  “  She  would  not  hear  my  excufe,  and 
“  ever  fince  hath  fliunned  and  fled  me.  But  fhe 
“  ftill  loves  me  ;  be  alTured  fhe  loves  me :  for 
“  file,  who  is  a  flranger  to  deceit,  hath  often 
“  told  me  j  Nelti,  1  will  never  love  any  one  but 
“  you.” 

“  Ofai,”  demands  the  prince,  is  this  true 
No,  never  fnould  1  have  loved  any  one  elfe ; 
but,  ungrateful !  he  neglected  the  harveft  of 
“  my  father,  who  loved  him  as  a  child  of  his 
“  own.”  At  thefe  words  fhe  relented.  You 
“  love  him  and  you  forgive  him,”  replies  the 
Inca.  “  Receive  his  hand.  And  do  you,” 
fays  he  to  Mayobe,  “  refign  to  him  your  mif- 
“  trefs  *,  and  to  compenfate  your  lofs,  behold  !— — 
“  Is  not  Ihe  fufficiently  beautiful Ah  ! 
‘‘  fo  beautiful,”  anfwers  the  young  man,  “  as 
“  to  eclipfe*in  my  eyes  the  charms  even  of  Ofai 
“  herfelf.”  “  Well  then,  if  you  are  pleafing 
to  her,  I  prefent  her  to  you,”  fays  the  prince. 

“  Do  you  confent,  Elina?” - I  do,”  replies 

Ihe,  if  he  will  not  repine:  for  the  happinefs 
“  of  the  hufband  is  the  glory  of  the  wife.  My 
“  mother  has  often  told  me  fo,  and  my  heart 
“  confirms  it.” 

Thefe,  amongft  this  virtuous  people,  were  the 
only  troubles  of  love. 

lu 
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In  the  mid  ft  of  the  fongs  and , dances,  which 
preceded  the  facrifice,  a  prodigy,  appearing  in 
the  air,  attracted  every  eye.  They  beheld  an 
eagle  aftailed  and  wounded  by  kites,  which,  al¬ 
ternately,  pounced  rapidly  on  him  *.  The  eagle, 
exhaufted,  fell  beneath  their  bloody  talons,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Inca’s  throne,  and  in  the  midft 
of  his  family.  The  king,  as  well  as  the  people, 
was  at  firft  feized  with  aftonifhment  and  terror  ;  ‘ 
but  recovering  that  firmnefs  which  never  entire¬ 
ly  forfook*  him  :  ‘^Pontiff,”  fays  he,  facri- 
ftce  on  the  altar  of  the  Sun,  my  father,  this 
“  bird,  a  ftriking  image  of  the  enemy,  which 
“  threatens  us,  and  which  will  fall  beneath  our 
'  ftrokes.” 

The  Pontift*  Invited  the  prince  to  enter  the 
fandluary.  “  I  follow  you,”  fays  Huafcar,  but 
“  fupprefs  the  fear  that  appears  on  your  counte- 
nance.  The  vulgar  need  no  incitements  to 
“  terror.” 

Obferve,”  fays  the  Pontift',  before  you 
**  enter  the  temple,  thole  three  circles  upon  the 
«  pale  face  of  the  wife  of  the  Sun,”  The  moon  . 
was*  then  riftng  in  the  horizon ;  and  the  Inca 
faw  diftinftly  three  circles  on  her  dilk,  one  of  the 
colour  of  blood,  one  black,  and  the  other  nebu¬ 
lous,  like  a  ftr^ak  of  fmoke. 

Prince,”  fays  the  prieft,  let  us  not  dif- 
guife  the  truth  of  thefe  omens.  The  circle  of 
blood  prefages  war,  the  black  one,  calamity^ 
and  the  third,  more  dreadful  than  both,  por- 
tends  our  ruin.” 

i 

*  This  circumftance  is  taken  from  Garcilafib, 
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Hath  the  Sun/’  afl^s  the  Monarch,  dif- 
‘‘  dofed  %o  you  this  dreadful  futurity  ?”  I 
‘‘  forefee  it,”  fays  the  PontitF,  but  the  Sun 
“  has  not  difcovered.it  to  me.” - Leave  me 


- -  - - -  JiA^ 

“  then,”  replies  the  Inca,  hope,  the  lall: 
bleffing  that  belongs  to  man,  which  encou- 
rages  and  fupports  him  amidft  his  misfortunes. 
‘‘  All  this  may  be  nothing. more  than  a  fport, 
“  or  accident  of  nature,  and  which  fnouid 
not  be  interpreted  as  ominous,  at  lead;  it  can- 
not  now  be  proper  to  intimidate  the  vul- 
“  gar.” 


CHAP.  XliXL 


O  O  far  was  Huafcar  from  betraying  the  anxiety 
which  preyed  upon  his  mind,  that  to  the  ob- 
fervation  of  Alonzo  he  appeared  more  deter* 
mined  than  ever.  Next  day  the  king  condua* 
ed  him  to  thoie  .fpleodid  ^  gardens,  which  ex* 
hibited  an  elaborate  imitation,  in  gold,  of  every 
plant,  flower,  or  fruit,  that  thoie  climates  pro¬ 
duced.  This,  which,  amongft  us,  would  have- 
been  an  unparalleled  inilance  of  luxury,  ferve.i 
only  to  ihew  the  plenty  and  inutility  of  that  me¬ 
tal. 


This  defcriptioxi  Is  >talcsn-from  hiflorr. 
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From  thefe  gardens,  in  which  art  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  copy  nature,  the  Inca  led  Alonzo  into 
thofe,  where  nature  herfelf  difplayed  her  abun¬ 
dance.  They  were  fituated  in  a  delightful  val¬ 
ley,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Apurimac,  and 
afforded  an  epitome  of  thofe  luxnriant  landlkips, 
v/hich  the  New  Vforld  contained.  Clumps  of 
majeftic  trees,  uniting  their  fhades,  and  inter¬ 
weaving  their  branches,  formed,  by  the  variety 
of  their  fhapes  and  foliage,  an  uncommon  and 
'  beautiful  mixture.  At  a  little  diftance,  thickets 
of  flowering  flirubs  attra6ted  and  delighted-  the 
j  eye.  On  the  one  hand  were  fragrant  meado^ys 
difflifing  their  perfumes  :  on  the  other,  fruit- 
trees,  bending  under  their  delicious  burdens, 

'  and  foliciting  the  hand  to  gather  their  produce. 
In  a  word,  every  plant,  that  was  valuable,  either 
for  its  virtue  or  flavour,  offered  relief  to  the  flek, 

'  and  pleafure  to  the  healthy.  ^  ‘  ^ 

Alonzo  beheld  thefe  enchanting  gardens  with 
a  look  of  melancholy  mixed  with  compaflion. 

I  “  And  will  thefe  delightful  feenes,  fays  he, 
thefe  facred  retreats  of  peace  and  wifdom  be 
!  profaned  by  our  European  plunderers  ?  and 
“  ftiall  thofe  trees,  whofe  venerable  umbrage  hath 
'  “  protected  the  heads  of  kings,  fall,  before  my 
eyes,  beneath  the  impious  axe 
Not  far  from  Cufeo  is  a  lake,  which  tl}e  In¬ 
dians  highly  revered  :  For  on  its  borders,  they 
■  affirmed  that  Manco,  together  with  Oello,  his 
^  confort,  defeended.  In  the  center  of  this  lajce, 
on  a  delightful  iffand,  the  Incas  had  raifed  a  fu- 
:  perb  temple  to  the  Sun.  So  great  a  profufion  of 
I  fertility  and  beauty  did  this  fpot  comprize,  that 
i  the  whole  feemed  to  have  been  the  effedt  of  in- 

chantment- 
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chantmen!-.  Neither  the  meadoxvs  of  Chita, 
where  iported  the  flocks  of  the  Sun,  nor  the 
iields  of  Coicarnpara,  whofe  harvefl  was  facred, 
nor  the  valley  of  Youcai  called  the  Garden  of 
le  Empire,  could  vie  with  this  ifland  in  charms. 
Here  ripened  the  mofl  delicious  fruits,  there  arew 

-  r  feledt  Virgins  made  the 

iacrificial  bread.  _ 


Hither  mafcar  would  alfo  conduct  Alonzo, 
e  young  Caftilian  could  not  forbear  adniirins* 
at  every  flep,  the  wonders  of  culture. 

He  faw  the  priefts  of  the  Sun,  themfelves,  la¬ 
bouring  m  their  fields.  One  of  them,  whom 
age  and  venerable  afpeft  had  diftinguiflied  from 
the  reft,  he  thus  accofted  :  Inca,  can  it  be 

requilite  for  you  to  devote  yourfelves  to  fuch 
levere  labour  ?  Does  not  the  facrednefs  of 
your  ofiice  exempt  you  ?  and  is  it  not  a  prot^ 

t^egrade  vour« 

Idvcsr  ^ 

Although  Alonzo  fpoke  the  language  of  the 
Incas,  the  prieft  thought  he  had  mifunderftood 
him.  Supporting  himieif  on  his  iimle,  and  be¬ 
holding  bun  with  aftoniftiment,  Touns  man.” 
a)s  le,  «  what  is  it  you  aik  F  And  what,  in  the 
art  of  fertilizing  the  earth,  do  you  And  that 

Do  you  not  know  that  without 
‘  tins  divine  art,  mankind,  difperfed  in  woods, 
would  be  again  reduced  to  contend  with  flerce 
‘I  brutes  for  their  prey  .?  Remember  then,  that 
It  ^,as  Agiicuiture,  which  united  men  in  the 
‘  banns  of  Society,  and  railed  for  us  our  walls 
“  and  our 'temples.” 

cl  ^^dvantages,”  replies  Alonzo,  con- 

icr  honour  on  the  inventor  of  the  art;  but 
the  exercife  of  it  is  not  lefs  humiliating  and 

mean. 


mean,  than  toilfome :  at  leafl,  it  is  To  account- 
ed  in  the  climate  where  I  was  born.” 

In  your  climate,”  rejoins  the  old  man,  it 
**  flioulcl  be  difgraceful  to  live,  ilnce  it  is  account- 
ed  fliameful  to  labour  for  fubfuience.  d’his 
«  labour,  without  doubt,  is  toilfome,  and  for 
«  this  reafon  every  perlon  fliould  undergo  a  lhare 
«  of  it ;  but  it  is  no  lefs  honourable  than  uleful ; 
•«  and  among  us  there  is  nothing  difgraceful  but 
“  vice  and  idlenefs.” 

It  is,  however,  flrange,”  replies  Alonzo, 
«  that  thofe  hands,  vdhch  are  confecrated  to  the 
«  altars,  fhould,  the  moment  after  they  have 
«  been  offering  perfumes  and  facriticcs,  take  up 
««  the  fpade  and  the  pick-axe,  and  that  the  earth 
«  fhould  be  cultivated  by  the  children  of  the 
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“  feen  our  facrifices,  they  confift  of  a  pure  ofFer- 
ing  the  moft  inconfiderable  part  of  which  is 
confumed  on  the  altar  :  the  reft  is  diftributed 
among  the  people.  Such  is  the  manner  in 
“  which  the  Sun  requires  his  treafures  to  be  em- 
“  ployed.  This  is  the  worfhip  moft  worthy'of 
‘‘  him :  and  it  is  by  this  character  that  his  chil- , 
“  dren  are  known.  Having  fadsfied  our  wants, 
the  reft  of  our  pofteftions  is  no  longer  our  own : 
it  then  becomes  the  portion  of  the  orphan  and 
“  the  helplefs.  The  prince  is  the  depofttary 
“  of  them  ;  and  it  is  his  province  to  difpenfe 
“  them  :  for  no  perfon  ftiould  better  know  the 
“  wants  of  his  people,  than  he  who  is  their  fa- 
“  ther.” 

“  But,  in  thus  ftripping  yourfelves,  do  you 
“  not  lelTen  the  veneration,  which  the  people 
would  entertain,  if  they  beheld  you  magnifi¬ 
cently  fpreading  thofe  riches,  that  now  pafs 
from  you  without  oftentation  ?” 

The  wife  old  man  fmiled  at  this  queftion,  and 
took  up  his  fpade. 

“  Forgive,”  fays  Alonzo,  the  imprudence 
of  my  age  :  I  fee  that  I  have  excited  your  pity  j 
but  I  only  fought  for'  inftrudiion. 

My  friend,”  fays  the  old  man,  I  know 
not  whether  fplendor  and  magnificence  infpire 
fo  much  veneration,  as  the  fimplicity  of  an 
“  innocent  life ;  but  this  would  be  a  ftill  further 
“  reafon  for  difcarding  our  wealth  ;  If  we/iip- 
pofed  ourfelves  to  be  loved,  and  lionoured  for 
our  riches,  we  might  perhaps  negledi  to  adorn 
“  ourfelves  with  virtues.” 

Alonzo  quitted  the,  old  man,  imprefted  by  his 
pietv,  and  penetrated  by  his  wifdom. 

"  '  He 
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He  expreflcd  a  defire  to  fee  the  fources  of  that 
gold,  the  profufion  of  which  has  fo  much  fur- 
prifed  him  j  and' the  Inca  himfelf  readily  accom¬ 
panied  him  to  the  Abitanis,  the  richefi:  of  all 
the  mines,  that  have  been  hitherto  difcovered. 
A  numerous  people,  fpread  on  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain,  were  indolently  employed  in  drawing 
forth  gold  from  the  veins  of  the  rock.  Alonzo 
obferving  that  they  fcarce  troubled  themfelves  to 
penetrate  the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  that  they 
gave  up  the  richefi:  veins  when  it  became  necef-- 
fary  ta  dig,  though  ever  fo  little,  to  purliie  them, 
exclaimed,  “  Ah  !  \Vith  how  much  more  ar- 
“  dour  would  the  Caffilians  urge  on  their  la- 
hours  !  Fearful  and  weak  people,  they  will 
make  you  penetrate  into  the  entrails  of  the 
“  earth,  tear  open  its  hdes,  and  defcend  into  its 
“  abyfiTes,  to  hollow  out  a  vaft  tomb  for  your- 
««  felves.  Still  ye  wfill  not  have  alTuaged  their  re- 
lentlefs  avarice.  Your  opulent  mafters",  indo- 
««  lent  and  proud,  wnll  become  tributaries  to  the 
A  abilities  and  arts  of  their  laborious  neighbours ; 
they  will  pour  into  Europe  the  treafiires  of 
America,  which  will  refemble  pitch  thrown 
into  a  burning  furnace  :  liifi-,  irritate^  by  riches 
««  and  luxury,  will  be  amazed  to  behold  indi¬ 
te  gence  continue' I’y  recurring  on  its  increafing 
wants;  gold,  m  accumulating,  wdll  foon  link 
in  value  ;  the  price  of  labour  increaling,  will 
follow  the  progrefs  of  riches  ;  hoarded  by  the 
avaricious  thev  v/ill  become  lefs  a  biefling 
than  fcarcity  itfelf,  and  ye,  unhappy  people, 
and  your  polferity,  will  have  perifiied'  in 
thofe  mines,  exhaufted  by  your  labours,  with¬ 
out  having  augmented  the  riches  of  Europe. 

Alas  ! 
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“  Alas  !  perhaps  ye  will  have  even  encreafed 
its  mifery  with  its  v/ants^  and  its  misfortunes  J 
with  its  crimes.”  .  > 


CHAP.  XXXII. 


:.ONzo,  on  his  return  to  the  city  of  the 
Sun,  received  in  thefe  words,  the  anfwer  of 
Ataliba  :  “  if  the  king  of  Cufco  has  forgotten 
“  the  will  of  his  father, 'the  king  of  Quito  has 
not.  He  wiflies  to  be  the  friend  and  ally  of 
“  his  brother  ;  but  will  never  be  one  of  liis  vaT- 
fals.” 

The  young  ambafTador,  perceiving  an  imme¬ 
diate  war  to  be  inevitable,  was  felicitous  to  pre¬ 
pare  Huafear  for  the  refufal  of  the  Inca,  his  bro¬ 
ther  :  Explain  to  me,  Inca,”  lays  he,  “  by 

“  what  peculiar  privilege  it  is  that,  of  all  the 
kings,  your  father  alone  is  placed -with  his  face 


■i 
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“  towards  the  imaoe  of  the  Sun  ?”- 


■“  It  is 
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“  becaufe  he  was  his  beloved  fon,”  replies  the 
Inca,  ‘‘  that  this  glory  is  conferred  upon  him 
— ‘‘  H/s  beloved  Son  /  Is  it  not  fervility  and  falfe- 
“  hood  that  have  graced  him  wiih  this  title 
**  It  was  given  to  him  by  the  united  voice 


(( 


of  his  people,  and  a  whole  people  never  flatter. 
‘ — “  In  my  opinion,”  faid  Alonzo,  “  you  tliould 
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abolifii  tills  unjuft  dI{l:ln<S};ion,  as  you  well  know 

-  he  did  not  deferve  it.’^ - -  htranger,”  rZ 

turned  the  Inca,  refpea:  both  my  prcl'ence  and 
his  memory.” 

Would  you  have  me  then,”  replies  Alonzo, 
relpca  a  king,  whom  yeherday  his  fon  affirm - 
^  ed  to  have  been  foolilh,  perjured,  and  facri- 

■  legious  ?  Has  he  not  crowned  your  brother  ? 

Has  he  not  violated  the  laws  ?  Has  he  not 
j  with  his  expiring  breath,  kindled  the  flames 
of  civil  war  between  the  children  of  the  Sun, 
and  is  it  his  merit  that  entitled  him  to  a  place 
I  ‘  in  tiie  temple  of  the^Sun,  and  in  the  immediate 
«  view  of  his  image  ?  Either  you  are  unjud,  or 
he  was  :  the  war  is  either  your  crime,  or  his. 
“  Whofe  you  muff  decide  :  for  the  king  of  Quito 
“  is  determined  ,to  adhere  to  the  will  of  hlTfa- 
I  ther.” 

_A  proud  and  impatient  fteed  is  not  more  fur- 
prifed  at  the  reffraints  of  a  bold  and  ffiilful  rider, 
j  when  he  firff  feels  the  curb,  than  was  the  haughty 
Inca  at  the  powerful  conlideration,  which  Alon¬ 
zo  oppofed  to  his  impetuous  raoe. 

I  »  Have  -you  then  received,”  faid  he  to  the 
young  Caftilian,  the  anfwer  of  this  rebel  ?”■— 

I  I  have,”  anfwered  Alonzo,  ««  and  Eieaven  be 
thanked,  hiS  hrmnefs  renders  him  worthy,  both 
;  of  your  friendfhip  and  mine.  I  fliould  have 
“  I  enounced  him,  if  he  had  furrendered  the  law- 

“  ful  claim  of  independent  royalty  to  become  a 
vaffiai.”  '  ^ 

i  Huaica,  full  of  rage,  re-entered  his  palace, 
■^velentment  and  vengeance  were  the  firff  emo- 
lons  of  his  heart.  But,  in  giving  way  to  them, 
■iie  iiiufl:  difgrace  his  father  and  outrage  his  me¬ 
mory  ;  which,  in  the  efeimatien  of  the  Incas,  was 
VoL.  II.  H 
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-  the  hlgheft  impiety.  Nature  oppofed  the  dread¬ 
ful  idea  j  and  the  foul  of  Huafrar,  alternately 
fwayed  by  oppofite  fentiments,  knew  not  amidh 
the  trouble  that  furrounded  him,  what  part  to 


During  the  hruggle  of  thefe  contending  paf- 
fions,  his  favourite  wife,  the  beautiful  and  mo- 
cleft  Idali,  found  him  fo  violently  agitated,  that 
fhe  trembled  as  fhe  approached  him.  In  her 
hand  fhe  led  the  young  Xaira,  her  fon,  who  was 
heir  to  the  empire,  upon  whom  fhe  caft  her  eyes 
with  all  the  tendernefs  of  maternal  afteftion  and 
w^ept.  The  king,  beholding  her  with  a  gloomy 
and  diftrefsful  look,  and  obferving  her  tears,  ex¬ 
tended  his  hand  to  her  and  inquired  the  caufe  of 
them.  Alas!”  anfw^red  flie,  I  ftill  trem- 
«  ble.  I  was  with  my  fon,  and  careffing  the 
«  image  of  the  hufbarld  I  adore,  whenvOcello, 
“  your  auguft  mother,  came  to  me,  pale  and 
«  difordered  with  trouble  and  terror  in  her  eyes.” 
Tender  and  unfortunate  Idali  1”  fays  flie, 
you  are  delighting  yourfelf  with  this  child, 
the  foie  objea  of  your  hopes  •,  you 'are  delight-  ' 
»  ing  yourfelf  with  the  profp'ea  of  his  futute 
glory  j  but  alas  I  how  uncertain  is  that  futurity 
«  while  the  right  which  calls  him  to  the  empire  ; 
is  become  ib  precarious  !  As  an  odious  peace  ^ 
hath  fubftituted  the  will  of  the  Incas  in  the  i 
**  room  of  our  facred  laws,  the  example,  once  ; 
‘C  allowed,  will  ferve  for  a  precedent  hereafter.  ] 
The  caprice  of  a  man,  the  artifice  of  a  wo-| 
man,  the  charipi  of  novelty,  the  illufion  of  a^ 
moment,  may  be  fufficient  to  blaft  all  our| 
hopes.  The  fcepter  of  the  Incas  will  pafs  into| 
the  hands  of  her,  who  availed  herfelf  of  tbs^ 
laft  emotion  of  love  or  weaknefs,  and  while] 
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the  foil  of  a  foreign  woman  reigns  in  Q^ito, 

‘‘  and  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  lawful  king^’no- 
“  thing  for  the  future  can  be  deemed  facred.”  - 
“  Ah  !  dear  child!”  cried  flie,  c^d  prefied  my 
Ton  to  her  bofom,  “  never  may  thy  father, 

“  though  he  hath  ratihed'thy  grand-father’s  per- 
“  jury,  follow  his  example!”  “  Having  faid  this, 

“  fhe  demanded  to  fee  you.” 

Oceilo  inhantly  appeared ;  and  K)  the  reproaches 
of  the  Inca,  who  was  offended  at  her  fuggeftions, 
file  anfwered  by  recriminations,  which  were  ftill 
more  bitter. 

Oceilo  having  been  rivalled  by  Zulma,  and, 
upon  her  account,  defected,  retained  that  enmity 
for  the  fon,  which  flie  had  borne  to  flie  mother. 
The  name  of  Ataliba  was  odious  to  her.  That 
jealoufy,  which  at  firff  was  infpired  by  love,  had 
in  vain  yielded  to  the  effects  of  age ;  even  when 
dying,  it  left  its  poifon  in  the  wound  :  As  infide¬ 
lity  is  defi:ru<51:ive  to  love,  fo  the  objedt  of  it  will 
ever  be  odious.  From  this  fource  was  derived 
that  hatred  for  the  blood  of  Zulma,  with  which 
the  moft  haughty  of  the  Pallas  *  ftrove  to  roufc 
up  vengeance  in  the  foul  of  her  fon. 

“  Are  you  then  refolved,”  faid  fiie,  “  to  yield 
“  to  the  rebellious  pride  of  the  ufurper  of  your 
“  rights  ?  Are  you  determined  to  declare  to  the 
“  world  that  the  laws  of  the  Sun  rauft  bend  to 
“  the  will  of  man  !  that  the  allotment  of  a  hate 
“  depends  on  the  folly,  error,  or  caprice  of  a 
“  a  king  ^  that  an  unjuit  father  may  exclude  his 


By  tins  a'ppcllation  the  females  cf  the  royal  blood  were 
dillin^'uinicd. 
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«<  fon  from  the  inheritance,  deftined  for  him  hj 
nature,  and  difpofe  of  it,  according  to  his  own 
inclination  ?” 

I  am  far  from  commending,”  replied  the 
Inca,  “  thefe  dangerous  maxims ;  and  if  I  have 
<«  difguifed  the  injuftice  of  a  father,  be  affured, 
««  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  do  it.”  He  then 
particularized  the  reafons  which  oppofed  his  re- 
fentment. 

“  Thefe  fpecious  pretences,”  faid  the  mother, 
««  are  meW  to  hide  from  me  the  two  real  rea- 
«  fons  of  your  conduct,  which  I  have  difcover- 
ed,  and  which  you  dare  not  avow.  The  one 
«  is,  a  hope  that  you,  alfo,  will  be  allowed  to 
««  fubftitute  paffion  for  the  laws ;  and  haughty 
“  rivals  are  already  dividing  among  their  chil- 
«  dren  the  wreck  of  your  inheritance,  and  the 
empire  of  the  Sun.  The  other  reafon,  which 
reftrains  you,  is  indolence  and  effeminacy,  the 
trouble  of  taking  up  arms,  and  the  dread  of 
being  vanquifhed  ;  Such,  at  lead,  is  the  unani- 
««  mous  opinion  of  your  people,  who  as  witneffes 
<«  of  this  infamous  peace,  are  not  led  away  by 
empty  pretexts.  The  reigns  of  all  your  an- 
ceftors  have  been  marked  by  glory  •,  your’s  will 
“  be  diftinguifhed  by  indelible  infamy.  This 
««  empire,  which  they  founded,  enlarged  and  ef- 
tablifhed  by  their  courage  and  firmnefs,  will 
owe  its  fpeedy  declenfion  and  ruin  to  your 
weaknefs  •,  the  blood,  which,  in  regular  fuc- 
ceffion,  flowed  through^their  veins,  will  be 
diverted  from  its  lawful  courfe ;  and  he  who 
affords  tfie  firft  inftance  of  fhameful  acquief- 
««  cence  is  my  fon  !  Is  it  thus  you  honour  the 
memory  of  a  father?  As  if  to  debafe  their 
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blood  were  not  the  moft  criminal  of  all  outrages 
againft  him,  your  anceftors,  and  the  god  him- 
»  felf,  from  whom  you  are  defeended  ?  Was 
your  father  polTelled  of  virtues  ?  Imitate  them. 
W as  he,  for  a  moment  fubjecd:  to  weaknefs  ? 
Avow  it  and  correal  what  you  cannot  conceal, 
“  that  he  was  a  man  liable  to  error,  and  was 
once  milled  by  the  carelTes  of  a  wife.  After 
“  fuch  an  avowal,  fubje61  to  the  laws,  which 
are  always  wife  and  jull,  that  blind  paflion, 
and  tranlient  caprice,  which  regret  dilb\vns, 
and  condemns. 

The  Inca  infilled  on  the  evils  infeparable  from 
civil  wars.  “  Go,  hafte,”  fays  Ihe,  “  and 
“  confent  to  this  difgraceful  peace,  which  the 
ufurper  impofes ;  if  it  be  necelTary  to  bend 
“  him,  lay  your  feepter  at  his  feet.”  O  un- 
happy  child  !”  cries  die,  how  do  I  pity  thee! 

“  and  who  can  tell  but  that  one  day  thou  wile 
‘‘  blufh  for  thy  father?” 'At  thefe  words  die  re¬ 
tired. 

/ 

The  Inca, -deeply  wounded  by  thefe  reproaches,  ' 
went  and  difpatched  a  medenger  to  acquaijit  the 
ambaffador  from  Quito  that  war  was  declared, 
and  that  he  mud  inftanily  depart.  Alonzo  re¬ 
queued  permidion  to  fee  him  again ;  but  all  his 
intreatles  were  vain ;  and  the  fame  evening  he 
was  conducted  back,  beyond  the  Abancai. 
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A  TALI  BA  was  dejecled  at  the  ill  faccefs  of 
Alonzo’s  arnbaiTy.  Having  privately  heard  from  j 
him  the  particulars^  he  exclaimed  :  ‘‘  Proud  king,  I 
nothing  then  can  bend  thee  ;  thou  art  deter- 

mined  either  upon  my  difgrace,  or  deftruflion! 

Fleaven  is  more  righteous  than  thou,  and  will  f 
**  punilh  tliy  pride,”  At  tliefe  words,  he  threw 
himfelf  into'  the  arms  of  the  young  Spaniard  :  | 

0,my  friend,”  cries  he,  “  what  effuhons  of  | 
««  blood  wilt  thou  behold  1  our  people  daughter-  | 
'ed  by  each  other  1  .  .  . .  It  is  his  wifli,  it  ihall  | 
«<  be  accompliihed  j  but  punlflunent  will  follow  | 

<«  his  crime.”  '  < 

I,”  fays  Alonzo,  am  at  your  dirpofah  j 
*«  Allow  me  to  fltow  the  fame  ardour  in  repelling 
the  war  wlfich  animated  ‘  my  negoeiations  for  j 
|;eace-,  and,  whatever  be  the  fate  of  arms,  I 
fuffer  your  friend  to  conquer  or  to  die  at  your  I 
U  !»  '  ■  I 

'  ’  I  }  s*^  ♦  '.--j 

No,”  laid  the  prince,  embracing  him,  ne-  | 
if  vcr  will  1  involve  thee  in  the  crimes  of  an  im-  i 
i(  pious  war.  Preferve  thy  valour  for  a  worthy  ^ 
occailon.  Thou,  generous  and  virtuous  youth,  j 
art  not  made  to  command  the  murderers  of  '• 
“  their  neared  kin.  It  is  enough  that  I  am  con- 
demned  to  it.  TIioii  and  fome  faithful  friends, 

“  to  whom  I  have  confided  my  difirefs,  alone,  ; 
can  tell  the  ferrets  of  my  heart.  The  re'ftAf  ' 
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the  world,  when  they  fee  two  brothers  armed 
“  by  difcord  againft  each  other,  will  confound 
“  the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  Leave  my  dil- 
“  grace  to  myfclf  alone  ;  and  preferve  your  life 
«  to  partake  only  of  my  glory.” 

Orozimbo  and  his  Mexicans,  Capana  and  his 
favages,  were  eager  alfo  to  arm  themfclves  for 
his  defence.  But  he  declined  their  offers  in  the 
lame 'manner,  arid  would  only  allow  them,  as  he 
had  the  young  Spaniard,  to  accompany  him  to 
the  fields  of  Aiauli,  on  the  confines  of  both  king¬ 
doms. 

The  Inca  of  Qmto,  In  the  mean  tiin^,  canfed 
his  ifanclard  to  bcTaifed,  on  one  of  the  fun  units 
of  mount  liinilia  •,  and  his  people  were  all  put  in¬ 
to  motion  at  the  fignal, 

The  place  of  their  rendezvous  was  In  the  fer¬ 
tile  plains  of  Riobamba.  The  people  vdio  firffe 
came,  were  the  inhabitant  of  a  cliampaign  coun¬ 
try,  included  from  North  to  South,  between 
two  long  chains  of  mountains,  and  ihougli  be¬ 
neath  them,  it  ran  out  into  the  moft  delightful 
vallies,  was  higher  than  the  fummit  of  the  Py¬ 
renees  ' 

From  the  foot  of  SangaY,  whofe  burning  top 
finceflantly  poured  forth  I  moke  above  the  clouds 
- — —of  tlie  roaring  Coropaxi  f , — of  the  terrible 
.  D  4  Lata- 


*  7'^au  the  '^famnnt  of  the  Pyraiees.  ]  The  valley  of  Quito 
is  fourteen  hundred  aud  lixty  toifes,  above  the  level  of  the 
lea,  higher  than  the  Canigou  and  the  Southern  Pike,  which 
are  the  hij^heft  mountains  of  the  Pyrenees,  (M.  de  la  Con- 
damine.) 

f  Of  the  roaring  Cotopaxi.']  Its  eruptions  were  terrible  in 

1743>  1744)  175°)  ^'753*  die  lafl  of  thefe 

years 


Latacunga  * - of  Chimboraco,  near  to  which 

Emus,  Caiicafus  and  Atlas  would  be  but  hil¬ 
locks  f, — -of  Cayambur,  blackened  with  lava,  the 
rival  of  Chimboraco,  all  the  inhabitants, rufhed 
to  arms  in  defence  of  their  king. 

From  the  northern  regions  went  the  people'of 
Ibara  and  Carangue,  who  from  being  indigent, 
treacherous  and  favage  were  rendered  by  con- 
queft  happy  and  faithful.  They  once  flaughter- 
ed  upon  the  altar  of  their  gods,  and  afterwards 
devoured,  thofe  Incas,  who  had  been  left  in  th^ir 
country  to  civilize  and  indruft  them.  This^ 
crime  was  followed  by  a  dreadful  punilhment ; 
and  the  lake,  iiito  which  their  mutilated  bo¬ 
dies  i  were  calf,  was  thence  named  the  Lake  of 
blood  §.  '  ■  ' 

To  thefe  were  joined  -the  people  of  Otovalo, 
a  fertile  1|  country,  interfefled  by  a  thoufand 

years  the  flame  rofe  hve  1  'ndred  toifes  above  the  fummit  of 
the  mountain.  In  1743  the  noife  of  the  eruption  was  heard 
at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  leagues.  Frag¬ 
ments  of  rocks,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  toifes  fquare,  were 
thrown  by  ■  the  volcano  three  league^  into  the  plain. 
(M,  de  la  Ctindarnine.) 

0/  the  terrible  LaiaQitnga?\  The  trembling  of  this  moun¬ 
tain,  in  1738,  overturned  the  totvn  of  its  own  name,  with  that 
of  Hambato.  'i'he  iuhabitaats  were  almoft  all  buried  in  the 
ruins, 

f  IVquIJ  he  but  hilloch,']  The  height  of  Chimboraco,  is  three 
thouiaiid  two  hundred  and  tw'enty  toifes  above  the  level  of 
the  fea, 

f  Tbsir  mutilated  Lodieel  To  the  number  of  two  thoufand, 
according  to  Garciiaffo,  and  twenty  thoufand,  according  to 
Pedro  de  Cieca, 

*§  Cache , 

j|  yl  fertile  caiiutry?^  The  foil  here  produced  a  hundred  and 
fifty  for  oue. 
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ft'ccams,  which,  ben<5ath  the  ardors  of  a  burnin^T 
Iky,  diffufed  a  falutary  frelhnefs.  ^ 

On  the  weftern  lliores,  from  Acatames  to  the 
fields  of  Sullana,  all  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
vallies,  which  are  watered  by  the  Emerand,  the 
Saya,  the  Dole,  and  the  branches  of  that  river, 
whole  torrent  repels  the  waves  in  the  giilph  of 
Eumbez,  came,  with  their  quivers  on  their 
flioulders,  and  their  fpears  in  their  hands,  to  fol¬ 
low  the  Inca,  whither  foever  he  fliould  call  them; 
and  when  they  were  afiembled  *  he  thus  addref- 
fed  them  : 

“  People,  whom  my  father  conquered  not  lefs 
**  by  his  favours  than  his  arms,  do  ye  remember 
“  to  have  feen  him,  with  his  hoary  hair  and  ve- 
nerable  looks,  fitting  in  the  midd  of  you,  and 
faying  :  ‘  Be  happy  *,  this  is  the  foie  return  I 
‘‘  expert  from  my  conqueft  ?’ — this  good  king  is 
“  no  more.  He  left  two  fons,  to  whom,  when 
“  dying,  he  faid  :  ‘  Both  reign  in  peace,  one  i:^ 
the  bouth,  and  the  other  in  the  North  of  my 
empire.’  My  brother,  at  that  time,  fatislied 
with  the  divifion,  replied  to  his  dying  father; 

‘  Thy  will  ihall  be  a  facred  law  to  ufT  Such 
‘‘  was  his  promife,  but  he  hath  broken  his  word, 

“  and  now  feeks  to  drip  me  of  .the  inheritance  I 
‘‘  received  from  my  father.  To  your  judgment 
I  fubmit.  If  I  am  wrong,  defert  me  ;  if  I  am 
«  right,  defend  me.”  Thou  art  right,”  cried 
they,  with  one  voice;  and  we  gladly  under- 
“  take  thy  defence.” - Behold  my  Ion,”  re¬ 

plied  the  Inca,  who  ought  to  fucceed  me  in 


*  They  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand. 
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“  my  kingdom  snd  to  furpafs  me  in  wifdom  ;  for 

“  like  me,  he  hath  the  example  of  the  king's  j 
our  anceftors,  and  with  theirs  he  will  alfo  have 

mine.” - — May  he  live,”  anfwered  they;  ^ 

“  and  when  thou  hialt  be  no  more,  may  his  con-  r 

“  dude  remind  us  of  his  father !” - Come  I] 

on,”  continues  the  Inca,  defend  my  rights  ^ 

“  and  his.  My  brother,  more  powerful  than  I,  | 
difdains  me,  and  at  his  leifure,  is  preparing  | 
‘‘  for  war,  the  report  of  which,  no  doubt,  he  3 
flatters  himfelf,  wilLflrike  me  with  fear;  it  is  J 
my  wifli  to  prevent  him  before  his  forces  are 
collected.'  “  To-morrow,  let  us  march  for 
Cufeo.”  ‘ 

The  next  day,  he  advanced  by  the  fields  of 
Alaufi,  tovv^ards  the-  walls  of  Cannara,  a  city  hill 
iamous  for  its  magnificence  and  the  gold  with 
\shich  it  abounds.  The  Incas,  by  adorning  it 
witli- walls,  a  palace,  and  temples,  had  provided 
themielves  a  tortrefs  to  keep  the  Chancas  in 


awe. 

This  populous,  warlike,  and  powerful  nation, 
was  com]3oied  of  various  tribes.  Some  of  whom 
were  the  people  of  Curampa,  C)uinvala,  and 
Tacmar,  who,  being  proud  of  their  imaginary 
defeent:  irem  a  lion,  the  objecl  of  worihip  amongll 
.  their  fathers,  ftill  invefied  themfelves  in  the  ikin 
of  their  god  ;  and  while  they  wore  his  mane  on 
their  foreheads,  they  carried  in  their  eyes  his 
tire.  Others  of  tliem  were  the  people  of  Sulla, 
Vika,  lianco  and  Urimarca  ;  the  firfi;  of  thefe 
.  boafted  that  they  were  fprung  from  a  mountain, 
and  the  refh,  from  a  cavern,  a  lake,  and  a  river, 
to  which  their  fathers  were  accuflomed  to  facri- 
'  fice.  their  firil-born.  Thoueh  this  horrible  wmr- 
:  .  .  fliip 
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fliip  had  been  abolifiied,  they  could  not  be  un¬ 
deceived  with  refpeft  to  their  origin ;  and  this 
error  fupported  their  martial  difpohtion. 

The  Chancas,  furpriled  by  Atalib^  in  a  de- 
fencelefs  condition,  demanded  of  him  why  he 
entered  their  country,  in  arms  ?  “I  am  going," 
replied  the  Inca,  to  folicit  the  alliance  of  the 
“  king  of  Cufco,  and  to  fwear  to  him,  if  he  will 
“  grant  it,  an  inviolable  friencUhip  on  the  tomb 
,  of  our  father." 

Though  nothing  could  lefs  refemble  a  fuppliant 
king  than  this  prince,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
army,  yet  they  affefted  to  believe  him  ;  and  he, 
deceived  by  appearances,  was  preparing  to  conti-- 
nue  his  rout,  till  a  Cacique  of  the  country  enter¬ 
ed  his  tent.  This  Cacique,  who  had  been  hurt 
by  the  pride  of  the  Inca  of  Cufco,  having  fainted 
Ataliba,  thus  acldrelTed  him.  “  You  think  to 
pafs  in  fafety  through  the  country  of  this  peo- 
“  pie,  becaufe  you  have  forbidden  your  army  to 
“  injure  or  opprefs  them  !  but  know,  that  in  a 
‘‘  council,  at  which  I  was  prefent,  confpiracy 
hath  been  formed  againd  you.  I  love  you, 
“  becaufe  they  affure  me  you  are  a&able  and 
good  ;  hut  I  hate  your  rival,  becaufe  he  is  auf- 
tere  and  proud.  He  hath  flighted  me.  I  am 
‘‘  the  fon  of  the  Lion,  and  will  not  brook  an 
“  affront.” 

Ataliba  thanked  the  Cacique,  and  confulted 
his  lieutenants  on  the  information  he  hath  receiv¬ 
ed*  Thefe  were  Palmore  and  Corarnbe,  who 
had  both  been  bred  to  arms,  under  the  flandards 
of  the  king  his  father,  and  were  revered  by  the 
troops  the^/  had  commanded  in  the  conqueft  of 
Q^ito.  “  Prince,”  faid  one  of  them  to  him, 
bdiold  thofc  heaps  of  bones,  overgrown  with 

grafs. 
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grafs,  that  rife  on  yonder  plain  ;  tliefe  are  the 
honourable. remains  of  twenty  thoufand  Chan- 
cas,  who,  in  defence  of^  their  liberty,  fell  in 
battle  Their  children  are  hot  deftitute  of  <■ 
courage.  Should  we  conquer,  as  I  expedf, 
they  will  ceafe  to  be  dangerous,  but,  as' the 
event  of  war  is  uncertain^  it  would  be  madnefs 
“  not  to  provide  for  the  word.  Though  I  have 
expreiled  my  hopes  of  victory,  yet  it  mud  not 
be  didembled  that  we  may  be  overcome ;  and 
if  this  Ihould  be  our  fate,  thefe  people,  em- 
“  boldened  by  fuccefs,  will  purfue  their  advan- 
tage  to  our  dedruction.  Neglect  not  then 
the  advice  of  this  Cacique.  The  fortrefs  of 
Cannara  will  ferve  to  fupport  or  defend  us,_ 
and,  dioiild  we  be  defeated,  will  enable  us  to 
rally.  As  the  fafety  of  the  army  depends  oti 
“  this  pod,  it  cannot  be  too  carefully  guard- 
“  ed  ;  if  I  may  venture  to  give  an  opinion,  Inca, 
you  yourfelf  diould  undertake  the  charge.” 

The  Inca,  feeing  nothing  more  in  this  prudent 
advice  tiian  the  intention  of  leaving  him  in  a 
place  of  lafety,  was  odended,  and  faid  to  Corambe. 

If  my  prefence  excite  your  fufpicions,  you 
know  not  my  heart.  Your  age,  your  exploits, 

“  the  edeem  of  my  father,  have  entitled  you  to 
my  coniidence  and  I  never  gave  it  by  halves. 
You  diall  command  ;  I  will  be  your  drd  fol- 
dier,  and  the  red  dial!  learn  from  me  to  ooey 

Fdl  in  battle. Tn  the  reign  of  the  Inca  Roca  ;  there  re¬ 
mained  on  the  fpot  thirty  thoufand  jnen,  eight  thoufand  of 
whom  belonged  to  the  Inca,  The  plain  Safeahuana,  where 
this  battle  was  fought,  received  from  thence  the  name  of  Yu~ 
haur-pawpa^  the^f.dd  oj  blood.  See  Chap.  30. 
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you  with  ardor.  If  we  be  viflorious,  fear  not 
that  your  king  will  rob  you  of  your  honour. 
“  It  is  no  longer  a  time  to  be  anxious  for  my 
life.  My  rights  are  the  object  of  our  defence, 
«  and  it  would  be  fhameful  that  I  (hould  be  ab- 
“  fent  while  you  are  engaged.  Speak  no  more 
“  then  of  placing  me  at  a  diftance  from  dang- 
“  er.” 

No,  prince,’’  replies  Corambe,  “  I  fliould 
be  unjufl:  to  your  merit,  if  I  fufpedled  your 
“  courage,  but  you  think  I  am  jealous  and  en- 
vious  of  your  glory.  You  will  reproach  your- 
‘‘  felf  hereafter  with  having  injured  the  zeal  of  a 
friend,  whom  your  father  better  knew.” 

Ah  !  generous  old  man,”  fays  the  Inca, 
embracing  him,  forgive  me.  I  have  been, 
“  for  a  moment,  unjuft.  But ,  why  would  you 
“  leave  me  ina<ftive  beneath  the  fhade  of  thefe 
“  walls 

It  fhall  be  my  poft,”  replied  Corambe, 
“  Leave  me  but  three  thoufand  men,  thofe  va- 
“  liant  Caciques,  and  this  ftranger,  who,  like 
“  them,  is  impatient  to  ferve  you.”  The  Inca 
no  longer  refufed.  Alonzo,  ^Capana,  the  brave 
Orozimbo,  the  favages  and  the  Mexicans  embrac¬ 
ed  the  propofal  with  joy,  refolving  to  flied  their 
blood  in  the  Inca’s  defence,  tiaving  left  with 
them  this  number  of  chofen  men  in  the  fortrefs 
of  Cannara,  he  marched  with  his  army  towards 
the  fields  of  Tumibamba. 
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1  H  E  king  of  Cufco,  in  the  mean  time,  was 
active  in  alTembling  his  forces  ;  while  the  va¬ 
rious  tribes  around  him,  quitting  their  fields  at 
his  fummons,  ran  to  arms,  and  reforted  to  his 
flandard.  ^  ,  ■ 

From  the  banks  of  that  celebrated  *  lake, 
where  Manco  defeended,  came  the  people  of  Af- 
filo,  Avancani,  Uma,  Urco,  Cayavir,  Mullama, 
Aflan,  Cancola,  and  Hillavi,  who  were  all  united 
under  the  name  of  Collas.  Thefe  left  their  fer¬ 
tile  paftures,  where  they  formerly  worfliipped  a 
white  ram,  as  the  god  of  their  flocks,  and  the 
fource  of  their  riches.  They  fuppofed  themfelves 
to  have  arifen  from  this  lake,  which  their  cot¬ 
tages  furrounded  ,  and  that,  after  death,  they 
fhould  clefcend  into  it,  as  into  another  Lethe,  to 
aflume  new  bodies,  and  revifit  the  light. 

Next  to  them  advanced  the  haughty  and  brave 
nation  of  the  Charcas,  who  were  fubjedled  not  by 
arms,  but  by  reafon.  When  the  Incas  informed 
Ithem  that  they  were  come  to  give  them  laws, 
their  young  warriors  earneflly  demanded  to  be 
led  forth  either  to  conquer,  or  to  die  in  defence 
of  their  freedom.  But  when  the  old  men  extolled 
the  great  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  Incas  ;  they 


*  The  lake  of  Collao. 
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dropped  their  arms  and  ran  in  crowds  to  proftrate 
themfelves  before  the  Ibn  of  the  Sun,  who  was 
defirous  of  becoming  their  king. 

The  warlike  Chayantans  were  ft  ill  more  wife. 
Their  voluntary  fubmiflion  to  the  power  of  the 
Incas  is  an  unexampled  inftance  of  wifdom.  The 
prince,  who  went  to  fubdue  them,  having  in¬ 
formed  them  by  his  deputies  that  he  was  come  to 
offer  them  laws,  morals,  order,  religion,  and  a 
more  rational  and  happy  life  than  they  had  hither¬ 
to  known,  the  Chayantans  anfwered  :  If  this 

“  be  true,  yOur  king  hath  no  need  of  an  army 
to  reduce  us.  Let  him  leave  his  forces  on  our 
‘‘  frontiers ;  let  him  come  himfelf  and  convince 
“  us,  we  will  fubmit  ourfelves  to  him:  It  is  pro- 
per  that  the  wifeft  Ihould  command.  But  let 
‘‘  him  alfo  promife  to  leave  us  in  peace,  if,  after 
“  having  heard  him,  a  change  of  religion  and 
“  manner,  fhould  not  appear  to  us  fo  advan- 
“  tageous  as  he  reprefents.’'  On  thefe  equitable 
conditions  the  Inca  came,  with  but  few  attend¬ 
ants,  and  addreffed  them.  After  having  liftened  > 
to  him  with  attention,  and  perceived  the  bene¬ 
fits  they  ffiould  enjoy  from  the  laws  of  the  Incas, 
they  fubmitted  themfelves  to  him  and  rendered  ^ 
him  thanks.  Such  were  thefe  favages,  whom 
the  Europeans  have  thought  it  not  poffible  to  ci- 
"vilize  but  by  murder  and  flavery. 

A  lefs  numerous  people  advanced  from  the  ■ 
.  Eaft,  who  cultivated  the  foot  of  the  inacceffible 
mountains  of  the  Andes.  Their  anceftors  wor- 
ftiipped  thofe  enormous  fnakes  *,  with  which 

■r 

I  ■■ 

*  T/}o/e  enormous  fnahs.l  They  are  twenty- five,  and  thirty 
feet  long.  , 

their 
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'  their  country  abounded  ;  and  alfo  the  tyger,  oit 
account  of  his  ferocity.  x^Though  they  had  abjur¬ 
ed  the  worfliip  of  the  latter,  yet  they  continued 
to  wear  his  hcin,  and  their  hearts  had  not  loft 
his  favage  difpohtion.  Among  the  Andes,  from 
whence  they  defcended,  a  mother,  before  fhe  pre- 
fented  the  breaft  to  her  fuckling,  fmeared  it  with 
human  blood,  that  their  infants  by  receiving  blood 
with  their  milk,  might  be  taught  to  thurft  after 
it  the  more. 

From  the  North  reforted  to  the  banks  of  Apu- 
rimac  the  people  of  Tumibamba,  CalTamarca, 
Zamora,  and  that  irritable  nation,  whofe  walls 
have  preferved  the  name  of  Contour*,  whom 
their  fathers  revered  as  a  god.  A  plume  taken  . 
from  this  terrible  bird  f  diftinguifhed  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  votaries,  and  proudly  waved  on  their 
brows. 

Next  to  them,  came  a  chofen  body*  from  the 
people,  of  Sura,  a  country  abounding  in  gold  j 
froni  Racuna,  \vhere  beauty  feemed  to  be  the 
gift  of  the  climate,  fo  generally  was  it  pofTefled  ; 
and  from  the  fields  of  Pumalacfta,  formerly  the 
haunt  of  lions,  to  whom  the  inhabitants  paid 
their  adoration. 

From  the  plains  of  the  Weft  aftembled  in  crouds 
the  brave  people  of  Iraara,  Coilapampa,  and 


*  Cuntur-Marca. 


t  T/>  is  terrible  bird.']  It  is  black  and  white,  like  a  magpyc. 
Nature  has  not  furniftied  this  bird  with  talons  ■  it’s  beak,  how¬ 
ever,  is  fo  hard  and  ftrong,  as,  with  a  fingle  ftroke,  to  pene¬ 
trate  the  hide  of  a  bull.  Its  wings,  when  expanded  are  about 
twenty  feet  wide.  Two  of  thefe  birds  are  fuflicient  to  kill  a 
bull,  and  devour  him. 
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Queva,  by  whom  the  empire  was  faved  when  the 
Chancas  *  revolted,  and  who  hill  wore  as  marks 
of  their  glory,  the  lame  ornaments  that  diftin- 
guilhed  the  offspring  of  the  Sun  f. 

Laft  came  the  inhabitants  of  the  rich  valleys  of 
Yea,  Pifeo,  Acari,  Nalca,  and  Rimac,  all  of 
whom  were  eahly  conquered  ;  and  thofe  of  Hua- 
inan,  who,  though  more  obftinate,  were  in  their 
turn  fubdued.  When  the  worfhip  and  laws  of 
the  Incas  were  propofed  for  their  acceptance, 
they  anfwered, —  That  the  fea,  a  beneficent  and 
liberal  divinity  was  the  objedf  of  their  worihip 
that  they  forbade  not  the  people  of  the  mountains 
to  adore  the  Sun,  whofe  influences  were  grateful 
to  them,  and  ,who  tempered  the  feverity  of  their 
cold  climates ;  but  as  for  themfelves,  whom  he 
confumed,  and  w'hofe  fields  he  deflroyed,  they 
never  would  make  him  their  god ;  that  they 
were  contented  with  their  king,  and  the  deity 
they  wo^fliipped,  and  were  determined  to  defend 
both,  at  the  price  of  their  blood.  The  war  was 
long  and  terrible,  but  the  enemy,  to  reduce  them, 
having  diverted  the  ftreams  which  fupplied  their 
parched  furrows,  neceflity  compelled  them  to 
yield :  and  the  mild  equity  of  the  reign  of  the 
Incas,  authorlfed  the  violence  to  which  they  re¬ 
curred  . 

Scarcely  had  thefe  nations  reached  the  walls  of 
Cufeo,  when  intelligence  came  that  the  king  of 
Q^ito  was  arrived  at  Tumibamba.  Huafear  on 

*  Under  the  Inca  Roca.  Chap.  30  Sc  34. 

f  T'/je  fame  ornaments  that  d'lfinguijhed  the  offspring  of , the  Sun.J 
\  Their  hair  was  cut,  their  ears  pierced,  and  they  wore  the 
I  fringe  called  Lantu  or  their  foreheads. 
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receiving  this  advice,  prepared  to  intercept  him, 
at  the  ford  of  the  river  that  erodes  thofe  fields. 
But  a  fortunate- incident  gained  him  an  advantage, 
which  could  not  have  been  obtained'  from  his 
prudence  or  councils. 

Ataliba  had  palfied  the  river  ;  and  intended  to 
incamp  on  an  oppofite  hill.  The  day  was  declin¬ 
ing,  and  the  army  of  Q^ito  having  had  a  long 
march,  the  foldiers  were  overcome  by  fatigue, 
and  flood  in  need  of  repofe.  But,  zeal  for  their 
caiife  infpiring  them  with  vigour,  they  afeended 
.  the  eminence  in  fafety.  No  iboner,  however, 
had  they  gained  the  fummit  than  a  column  of  the 
king  of  Cufeo’s  army  was  there  ready  t,o  receive 
'them,  and  the  iignal  to  engage  was  infiantly 
given.  The  advantage  of' ground,  and  numbers, 
over  troops  already  worn  out  vdth  fatigue,  ren« 
dered  every  eftort  of  valour  abortive.  The  army 
of  Quito,  though  it  rallied  twenty  times,  was  as 
often  overpowered,  and  were  it  not  for  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  night,  which  favoured  their  retreat, 
muft  have  been  entirely  deftroyed.  It  was  ne- 
cefTary  to  repafs  the  river,  and  the  king,  who  de? 
fended  the  ford,  in  perfon,  fell  into  the  enemies 
hands. 

Hiiafcar  v/ould  not  condefeend  to  fee  him. 
He  ihall  undergo,”  fatd  he,  “  the  fate  of  a  te- 
bel.  Let  him  be  carefully  guarded  in  the  fort 
of  Tumibamba,” 

This  difafier  fpread  dejection  through  lire  ar¬ 
my  of  the  captive  king.  The  whole  camp  was  in 
confufion.  The  fon  of  Ataliba  ran  every  where 
diftrafted,  firetching  forth  his  hands  and  cry^ 
ing  to  the  people,  ‘‘  my  friends  !  reftore  to  me 
my  father.”  His  grief  and  diforder  redoubled 
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diftrefs  with  which  they  were  every  one  fil¬ 


led. 


Palmore,  affli^led,  but  tranquil,  goes  to  Zora’i, 
and  bringing  him  into  his  tent,  faid  to  him ; 

Prince,*  be  calm-  ■  We  fliould  never  defpair.\ 
“  Your  people  are  faithful.  Pie  fliall  be  reftor- 

ed.” - — “  You  flatter  me,”  faid  the  young 

man,  trembling  both  with  fear  and  with  joy. - 

I  do  not  flatter :  he  fliall  be  rcflored  to  you. 
“  Go,  and  fliew  to  your  people  an,  example  of 
«  fortitude.” 

The  night  pafled  on  ;  and  a  mournful  filence, 
the  effect  of  ccnfternation,  •  brooded  over  the 
whole  army.  Palmore  alone,  fhtit  up  ip  his  tent, 
fleeplefs  and  ruminating,  faid  to  himlHf  i  “  Wliat 
‘h  lhall  I  do  ?  If  by  force  I  fliould  attempt  to 
refcue  my  king,  I  well  know  his  enemy ;  he 
will  fooner  deftroy,  then  furrender  him.  And 
fliould  any  indications  of  irrefolution,  weak- 
nefs,  or  fear  efcape  me,  the  whole  army  will 
«  be  deje<5led  and  all  muft  be  loft.” 

While  he  was  abforbed  in  thefe  gloomy  reflec¬ 
tions,  an  old  foldier  entered  his  tent.  “  Do  you 
remember  me,”  aflced  he  ?  I  fought  under 
your  ftandards  in  the  conqueft  of  Quito.  You 
may  ftiil  fee  my  fears.  'When  the  Cacique  of 
Tacinar  was  conquered,  taken  and  imprilbned 
«  in  the  fort  of  Tumibamba,  I  was  one  of  his 
guards.  An  attempt  was  made  to  refcue  him, 
through  a  long  cavern,  which  reached  to  the 
prifon.  The  enterprife,  however,  was  difeo- 
vered,  and  Tacmar  being  brought  to  flibmit, 
‘‘  the  Cacique  obtained  his  freedom.  .  Peace  foon 
‘‘^effaced  the  remembrance  of  war,  and  this 
‘‘  avenue,  which  was  dug  to  the  fort,  hath 
“  ver  been  filled  up  :  I  know  the  entrance  of  it. 
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“  though  It  be  now  over-grown,  and. if  the  pri- 
fon  of  the  Inca,  be  as  1  think,  the  fame  with 
that  of-  the  Cacique,  I  wiih  only  for.  ten  men 

of  experienced  courage,  to^fet  him,  this  night, 
free.” 

Palmore,  applauding  his  zeal,  bid  him  choofe 
ten  companions  worthy  of  hinifelf,  and  faw  them 
go  from  the  camp  in  the  profoundeh  filence.  He 
Ipent  the  reft  of  the  night  in  the  moft  diftrefshd 
alarms.  Fear,  hope,  uncertainty,  probability  and 
tne  danger  of  the  event,  alternately  agitated  his 
breaft.  On  the  one  hand,  was  the  liberty,  on 
the  o^her,  thedife  of  the  king.  The  important 
decifton  hung  upon  a  moment. 

In  this  interval  the  king  of  Qiiito  was  groan¬ 
ing  under  the  weight  of  his  chains,  more  tor¬ 
mented  by  the  thought  of  his  people  and  his  fon,  ' 
than -by  any  regard  for  himfelf. 

At  once,  in  the  midft  of  the  refleflions  into 
which  he  wasfunkj  a  found,  iftiiingfrom  beneath 
him,  called  off*  his  attention.  He  iiftened, 
and  the  noife  feemed  to  approach  him.  The 
ground  trembled  under  his  feet.  He  retired  j 
and  faw  the  earth  loofenmg.  In  a  moment  it  was 
tnrown  up  as  from  a  grave,  when  a  man,  rifing, 
without  fpe^’king,  gave  him  a  fignal  to  be  ftlenr,: 
and,  feizing  him  by  the  hand,  drew  him  into  the 
cavern,  which  had  opened  before  him. 

Ataiiba,  without  refiftance,  gave  himfelf  up  to 
his  giiide,  and,  on  cGming  out  of  the  cavern,  faw 
himfelf  furrounded  by  foldiers,  who  Hid  to  him  : 
a  Come,  Prince,  you  are  free.  Come,  your 
people  wiffi  for  you.  Reftore  them  to  life  and 

hope.” - I  am  free  !  and  by  your  means  ! 

O  my  deliverers  I”  fald  he  to  them, /‘what  do 

“  I  not 


I  not  owe  you  ?  Shall  I  be  ever  able  to  reward 
your  defert  ?  But  to  give  this  enterprife  its 
proper  effedt,  their  minds  muft  be  caught  by 
the  appearance  of  a  prodigy.  Let  them  not 
know  that  you  h  ive  delivered  me.’’  They  pro- 
mifed  him  to  keep  it  a  fecret,  and,  by  favour  of 
the  night,  Ataliba  eroded  the  river,  arrived  at 
his  camp,  and  reached,  undifeovered,  the  tent  of 
Palmore. 

The  old  man,  worn  out  with  anxiety,  on  fee¬ 
ing  his  mailer,  fell  at  his  knees.  The  Inca  raid¬ 
ed,  and  embraced  him.  “  Soldiers,”  fays-  Pal¬ 
more,  let  one  of  you,  without  noiie,  run  to  the 
“  prince  and  acquaint  him  with  his  father’s  re- 
“  turn.” 

This  afFeflionate  and  beloved  fon  inilantly  ar¬ 
rived,  diftrabled  with  joy  and  furprize.  The  mu¬ 
tual  tranfports  of  the  young  Inca  and  his  father 
were  interrupted  by  the  ihouts  of  the  army,  who, 
as  foon  as  they  awoke,  preifed  round  in  crowds, 
demanding  a  fight  of  their  king.  He  appeared, 
and  their  Ihouts  were  encreafed  :  ‘‘  There  he  is  : 
<<  it  is  he:  ’tis  himfelf.  He  is  free,  andreftored 
“  to  us  as^ain.” 

O 

“  Yes,  my  people,”  faid  Ataliba,  the  Sun 
“  my  father  hath  eluded  the  vigilance  of  my 
“  enemies.  He  hath  caufed  me  to  efcape  from 
“  the  walls  that  confined  me.  1  owe  my  delive- 
“  ranee  to  his  paternal  regard.” 

To  this  recital  the  multitude  (ever  fond  of  ex- 
aggerating  the  objebl  of  its  wonder)  added,  tliat 
Ataliba  had  efcaped  from  his  prifon  in  the  form 
of  a  fnake  This  report,  communicated  from 

This  circumftance  is  taken  from  the  hitlory, 
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one  to  another,  was  foon  confirmed  and  received 


as  a  lignal  indication  of  the  favour  of  Heaven. 


(C 


(< 


(( 


<( 


“  Palmore,”  faid  the  king,  “  now  is  the  mo¬ 
ment  to  furprife  my  enemies,  and  repair  my 
difgrace.”  , 

‘‘  No,  Prince,  no,”  anfwercd  Palmore,  you 
fhall  expofe  yourfelf  no  more.  You  have 
caufed  us,  this  night,  but  two  niUch  anxiety. 
Do  you  repair  to  thofe  who  are  defending  Caii- 
nara,  and  fend  Corambe  to  me.”  The  king 
yielded  to  the  importunities  of  his  General,  and 
ordered  his  fon  to  be  called. 

“  Prince,”  faid  he,  ‘‘  I  leave  you  under  the 
‘‘  conduft  of  my  friends,  and  the  guard  of  my 
“  people.  Remember  your  anceftors.  They  en- 
“  tered  the  field  witli  a  wife  intrepidity.  Imitate 
their  prudence,  or  rather  confult  the  chief?, 
who  command  you.  A  wife  compliance  with 
the  advice  of  thofe  whom  years  have  Pored 
with  experience,  is  the  prudence  that  belongs 
“  to  your  age.”  My  friends,”  fays  he,  to  Pal¬ 
more  and  the  \varriors  that  furrounded  him,  “  I 
“  commit  him  to  vour  care,  and  into  vour  hands 
I  delegate  my  rights  as  a  father.  Adieu,  my 
‘‘  fon!  Return  worthy  of  allrny  afieflion.”  "At 
thefe  v*?'ords,  the  king,  prefhng  to  liis  bofotn  the 
young  man,  who  pofrefTed  every  attradlion  of 
beauty  that  could  render  virtue  more  amiable  in 
ingenuous  youth,  dropped  a  tear  *,  and  fixing, 
upon  Palmore  and  the  Caciques,  a  look,  that  ex- 
preffed  every  emotion  of  paternal  love,  again  com¬ 
mitted  Ills '  fon  to  their  care,  and  turned  from 
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them  his  eyes. 


•CHAP. 


f 


T  HE  INGA  S. 


71 


CHAP.  XXXV. 


Whi 


ILST  Atiliba,  on  his  return  to  Cannara, 
was  croffing  the  fields  of  L’oxa,  information,  that 
the  Cannarians  had  revolted,  was  brought  him. 
All  the  people,  in  one  body,  fLirrounded  t'he  ci¬ 
tadel,  and  threatened  to  cut  off  the  communi¬ 
cation  between  it  and  all  water.  The  extremity 
was  urgent.  There  was  no  way  of  compelling 
this  warlike  people  to  raife  the  fiege,  but  by  leav¬ 
ing  the  walls,  and  attacking  them,  at  the  hazard 
of  being  hemmed  in,  and  overpo\Vered  by  num¬ 
bers. 

At  this  jun£lure  the  mofi:  aftoniflfmg  phenome¬ 
non  in  nature  appeared.  The  object  of  devotion 
in  thofe  climates,  at  once,  and  in  the  midfi:  of  a 
cloudlefs  fky,  grew  dark.  A  deep,  and  inflant 
gloom  overcaft  the  earth.  The  fliade  na  longer 
fpread  itfelf  from  the  Eah,  but  fell  from  the 
fummit  of  the  heavens,  and  veiled  the  whole  ho¬ 
rizon.  The  atmofphere  became  cold  and  damp. 
The  animals,  fuddenly  deprived  of  the  heat  that 
enlivened,  and  the  light  that  guided  them,  mo- 
tionlefs  and  fad,  leemed  to  ah:  the  caufe  of  this 
unexpected  night,  ddieir  inftindt,  which  counted 
the  hours,  told  them  that  it  was  not  yet  the  liour 
of  repofe.  In  the  woods,  they  called  to  each  other 
in  faultering  voices,  aftoniihed  at  not  being 
■  able  to  fee  one  another  j  in  the  vallies  they  al- 
fembled,  and,crowd  together  in  fear.  The  birds, 
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which,  on  the  faith  of  day,  had  afcended  aloft 


in  air,  furprifed  by  the  darknef?,  knew  not  whi-  1 
ther  to  fly.  The  turtle  threw  itfelF  into  the  way  I 
of  the  vulture,  and  he  was  alarmed  at  the  meet-  | 
ing.  Every  thing  poiTefled  of  life  \Vas  feized 
with  affright.  Even  the  vegetables  were  not  in-  | 
fenflble  of  this  general  crifls.  It  might  be  faid 
that  the  immenfe  current  of  life,  which  flowed  h 
through  an  infinitude  of  veins,  was  ceafing  to  cir-  | 
culate,  and  that  the  foul  of  the  world  appeared  to  | 
be  expiring.  j 

And  man  !  .  .  .  .  alas  !  in  him  refledtion,  to  | 
the  terrors  of  infi:in<St,  adds  the  trouble  and  per-  | 
plexities  of  a  helplefs  forefight.  Blind  and  in-  | 
'  quifitive,  whatever  is  inexplicable  he  converts  in-  I 
to  phantoms,  and,  preferring  fear  to  ignorance,  '| 
torments  his  imagination  with  diffrefsfui  forbod- '  1 

O  .4 

ings.  Happy,  at  fuch  a  feafon,  are  the- people  '§ 
to  whom  the  wife  have  difciofed  the  fecrets  of  1 
nature  !  They  behold  the  Sun,  darkened  at  noon,  'j 


without  fear;  and  wait  without  alarm  for  the  in-  I 
ffant,  when  the  earth  fhail  'again  emerge  into  | 
light.  But  what  words  can  exprefs  the  terror  | 
and  amazement,  that  poflefs~at  fuch  a  time,  the  | 
woriliippers  of  the  Sun  !  In  a  fky  perfectly  ferene, 
w^hen  their  God,  in  all  his  fpiendor,  hath  at-  | 
tallied  the  zenith  of  his  glory,  he,  at  once,  dif-  | 
appears!  while  both  the  caufe  and  duration 


the  prodigy  are  equally  unknown.  The  cities  of 


Q^ito,  of  the  Sun  and  of  Cufco,  with  the  camps  | 
of  both  Incas,  were  filled-  with  lamentations  and 
dread.  '  ' % 


At  Cannara,  a  fudden  horror  prevailed.  The  | 


befieged,  and  their  aflailants,  lay  proflrate  on  the 
earth.  Alonzo,  in  the  midfl-  of  thefe  diflraifted 


Indians, 


Indians,  obfervecl,  with  a  mixed  emotion  of  fur- 
.prife  and  compaffion,  the  prevalence  of*ignorance 
and  fear  on  the  human  heart.  He  beheld  the 
moft  intrepid  warriors  turn  pale,  and  tremble. 
“  Friends,”  fay  he,  hear  me.  Time  is  prcf. 
“  fing  on.  It  is  of  importance  for  you  to  be 
“  now  undeceived.  This  appearance  in  the  hea- 
ven  is  no  evil  portent.  Nothing  is  more  na- 
“  tural,  and  when  I  have  explained  it,  you  will 
“  no  longer  be  afraid.”  The  Indians,  whom 
this  language  began  to  encourage,  liftened  v/ith 
attention,  and  Alonzo  proceeded.  When,  in 
“  the  fliade  of  a  mountain,  you  no  longer  fee 
the  Sun,  you  fay,  without  fear:  he  is  bidden 
“  by  the  mountain;  it  is  myfelf,  and  not  he, 
“  that  is  in  the  fhade.  He  remains  in  the  hea- 
ven  the  fame.  “  Well  then,  inftead  of  a  moun- 
“  tain,  it  as  a  large  and  folid  globe,  a  world 
like  the  earth  which  is  now  palling  under  his 
dilk.  But  this  world,  which  is  purfuing  its 
“  coiirfe,  will  lliortly  pafs  on,  and  the  Sun  re- 
“  appear  more  radiant  than  before.  Be  no  long- 
“  er  afraid  of  a  tranfient  fhadow,  but  avail 
yourfelves  of  the  terror  that  poilelTes  your  ene- 
“  mies.” 

Error,  amongf:  the  people  of  the  new  world,' 
is  not  deeply  planted.  So  flight  a  hold  has  it 
gained  in  the  heart,  that  the  drib  breath  of  truth 
'  tears  it  up  by  the  roots.  As  they  adopt  opinions 
I  without  examination,  fo  they  dilcard  them  with- 
I  out  regret.  Alonzo  by  means  of  a  fingle  image, 
which  was  obvious  and  fend ble,  undeceived  their 
iUnderftandings,  and  encouraged  their  hearts.  In 
jfadi:,  the  Sun,  like  a  circle  of  gold,  furrounding 
!the  fhade,  began  to  recover  his  light.  “  What 
then  !”  cried  they,  “  is  this  no  defe^  in  our 
VoL.  II.  '  E  «  God, 
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God,  nor  a  mark  o£  his  anger  and  C^ram- 
be,  i'ntirely  to  difpel  their  apprehenfions,  laid  to 
them  :  “  Soldiers,  what  this  man  hath  foretold 
“  I  have  known  to  happen.  He  is  wifer  than 
we.  Hafte  then,  take  arms.  Tally  forth  and 
“  drive  thele,  whom  fear  hath  already  iuo- 

At  the  fhouts  of  the  befieged,  who  on  the  firft 
appearance  of  returning  light,  burft 
the  walls  of  the  fort,  the  Cannanns,  abandoned 
themfelves  to  the  impulfe  of  terror.  They  were 

attacked  in  their  camp,  and 

The  Sun,  reftoring  light  again  to  his  fields  beheld 

them  difperfed,  dying  and  dead.  ^ 

Alonzo,  in  this  fally,  had  never  quitted  Capa- 
na  •,  and  at  the  head  of  his  favages,  they  were  pur- 
fuing  the  line  they  had  broken,  when  at  a  diftance 
they  faw  another  party  engaged.  “  bee  there, 
fays  Alonzo,  “  a  troop,  as  I  think,  of  our  friend., 
on  whom  the  Cannarins  are  taking  their  re- 
«  venae.  Let  us  fiy  to  their  aid.”  They  Icour- 
ed  acrofs'the  plain  with  the  fury  of  a  tempeft  ^ 
and  a  whirlwind  of  duft  marked  the  path  tlioy 
had  taken.  They  came  up.  It  was  the  king, 
the  Inca  himfelf,  whom  his  valiant  guard^haa 
furrounded,  and  was  defending,  agamfi  a  lupe- 

rior  force  of  the  enemy.  , ,  . .  r  i.' 

Ataliba  was  cliftinguiflied  by  A.onzo,  from  ue 
c'lnaure  of  his  head,  the  iplendor  of  his  Ihield, 
and  his  courage,  which  rendered  him  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  both.  The  lightning  burlts  tarough 
the  clouds  with'Iefs  violence,  than  the  fword  “t 
the  Caftilian  opened  him  apaffage  tarough  the 
numerous  affailants  of  ^tahha.  Ihe  king,  a  the 
fiffht  of  Alonzo  was  animated  with  the  hope  ot 
fuccefs.  Nor  was  he  difa^pointed.  jixerting  their 
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united  efforts  they  charged,  repulfcd  and  over¬ 
turned  every  opponent. 

When  the  Cannarins  had  given  way  and  fled 
before  them,  Ataliba  throwing  himfelf  into  the 
arms  of  Alonzo  :  “  How  happy  am  I,”  fays  he, 
“  O  my  friend,  to  owe  my  deliverance  to  you  ! 
^  As  I  am  wounded,  I  leave  you  to  rally  my 
“  men.  Spare  all  you  meet  with  unarmed.’’ 
Having  thus  faid  he  ordered  them  to  bear  him  to 
the  fort. 

His  wound,  though  painful,  was  not  dangerous. 
The  gum  of  the  mulli,  a  valuable  balm  (which 
nature,  as  if  to  expiate  the  crime  of  beftowing 
upon  them  gold,  had  given  to  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  climatesj  being  applied  to  the  wound,  effect¬ 
ed  an  immediate  cure,  and  reftored  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  prince  to  life,  and  to  forrow. 

The  news  of  the  Inca’s  victory  was  carried  by 
Corambe  to  the  camp.  Palmore  however,  was 
willing  to  wait  till  it  might  reach  that  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  fpread  through  it  an  alarm.  He  then 
wei}t  to  the  king  of  Cufeo,  and  thus  addreffed 
him  :  the  Inca,  your  brother,  was  deflrous  of 

p@ace,  and  you  have  declared  war.  Before 
hoftilities  wefe  commenced,  he  came,  and  re- 
peated  his  defire.  An  unexpected  incident, 
which  hath  given  you  the  advantage  ought  not 
I ‘‘  to  make  you  vain  of  your  fuccels.  We  wifli 
i“  for  peace,  from  the  love  of  peace  alone,  and 
“  the  juft  horror  with  which  we  behold  a  civil 
1“  war.  Inca,  weigh  well  your  anfwer.  Oiirja- 
!  “  velins  are  no  longer  in  our  hands ;  our  bows 
I  “  are  unftrung ;  and  tlie  arrow  of  death  fleeps 
“  in  its  quiver  ;  think  before  it  be  drawn,  what 
!“  diftrefs  one  word  of  your  lips  may  prevent,  or 
“  O'jcafion.  It  is  in  circLimftrmces  like  thefe  that 
,  E  2  “  Ian- 
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language  can  murder,  and  the  tongue  of  a  king 
become  a  dart  with  a  thoufand  barbs.  \ou 
will  anfwer  to  the  Sun  your  father  for  the  blood 
of  his  fubjedts  and  his  children.  Equality,  in- 
dependence,  but  with  concord  and  union,  lam 

««  commiflioned  by  the  king  your  brother  both  to 

offer,  and  demand.” 

The  monarch  anfwered,  that  the  Incas,  his 
anceflors,  had  never  been  prefcribed  to. 
more,  with  a  deep  hgh,  replied  :  Since  it  is 

“  your  will!  ....  to-morrow.” — And  returned 

to  the  camp. 

At  the  break  of  day,  both  armies  were  drawn 
out  on  the  plain,  and  it  was  the  firft  time  in  ele¬ 
ven  reigns  that  the  ftandard  of  Manco  had  been 
borne  on  oppofite  fides.  As  it  was  the  pledge 
of  vidtory,  the  center,  in  which  it  was  placed, 
became  the  chief  objedt  both  of  attack  and  de¬ 
fence. 

At  a  diftance  from  the  poft  of  danger,  and  on 
an  eminence  towards  Oufco,  the  throne  of  Hu- 
afcar,  canopied  with  feathers  of  a  thoufand  hues, 
and  borne  by  twenty  Caciques,  refledted  the  rays, 
of  the  morning.  The  Inca,  from  this  elevation, 
on  a  height  that  commanded  the  plain,  feemed; 
to  prefide  over  the  deftiny  of  the  impending  con- 

teft.  1  v  •  u 

The  two  armies  approached  each  other  with 

equal  pace*,  and  at  once  the  war-cry  of  thefe 

people,  the  terrible  word,  lllapa  *,  repeated  byi 

a  hundred  thoufand  voices,  made  the  vroods  and  , 

the  mountains  refound.  To  this  reverberated: 


*  See  the  laftjiote  of  the  feeotid  chapter. 
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cry  was  joined  the  found  of  arrows  thirfting  for 
blood. 

But  their  quivers  were  foon  empty,  and  the 
drrow  from  that  moment,  gave  place  to  the  jave¬ 
lin,  which,  thrown  from  lefs  di dance,  failed  not 
to  wound.  Battalions^  that  could-fcarcely  main¬ 
tain  their  ground,  might  now  be  feen  doling  their 
ranks  to  fill  up  their  vacancies,  and  conceal  their 
lofs.  Pain  extinguifhed  their  Ihouts,  and  death 
preferved  an  indignant  filence :  the  Indian,  led: 
his  enemy  fhould  have  the  joy  to  hear  him  com¬ 
plain,  retained  to  the  lad:  figh  the  voice  of  his 
anguilh. 

To  the  javelin  fucceeded  the  hatchet  and'  the 
club.  Thefe  weapons  appeared  terrible  amongd 
people,  to  whom  iron  and  nitre,  the  gifts  of  the 
furies,  were  entirely  unknown.  Equal  bravery 
hitherto  held  the  battle  in  fufpence.  Vidory, 
hovering  over  the  field,  in  doubt,  between  ei¬ 
ther  army,  dipped  her  wings  in  the  blood  of 
both. 

The  fuperiority  of  a  people  inured  to  war  over 
thofe,  who  have  long  lived  in  peace  was  on  this 
occafion,  very  apparent.  The  braved:  part  of 
the  army  of  Cufeo  was  ftationed  to  defend  ’the 
hill,  I'he  reft,  confifting  of  fhepherds,  whom 
indolence  rendered  effeminate,  had  greatly  the 
advantage  in  numbers,  w^hich,  however,  were  but 
of  little  avail  when  contrafted  with  the  courage 
of  thofe  that  oppofed  them.  .  Frefh' battalions 
fupplied  the  places  of  fuch,  as,  broken  and  rout¬ 
ed,  turned  their  backs  on  the  enemy  ;  but  thefe 
all  gave  way  in  fuccefiion. 

The  enemy  continually  .advancing,  threatened 
to  furround  the  body  that  defended  that  ftandard. 
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The  king  of  Cufco^  perceiving  from  a  dlftance 
liis  centre  overpowered,  detached  from  the  hill 
to  their  fupport  thofe  chofen  wrirriors,f'to  whom 
had  been  committed  tjje  care  of  his  perfon.  This, 
being  forefeen  by  Corambe,  while  the  party  de¬ 
tached  were  haftening  to  their  poll:,  he,  with  fome 
chofen  companies  in  referve,  charged  the  weaken¬ 
ed  guard  that  furrounded  the  throne,  cut,  thro’ 
them,  a  way  to  the  Inca  himfelf,  took  him  alive, 
bound  him  in  fetters,  and  conduaed  him  out  of 
the  held. 

This  difafter  was  inftantly  proclaimed  by  a 
thoufand  exclamations  of  grief.  The  report 
/pread  through  the  army,  and  carried  with  it  de- 
fpair.  .  Terror  and  difperhon  fucceed.  The  peo¬ 
ple  dihraaed  at  their  lofs,  threw  away  their  arms 
and  fought  to  efcape :  grief,  perplexity  and  dread 
prevented  their  flight  j  they  fell,  dirperfed  on  the 
plain,  having  nothing  to  hope  from,  but  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  their  conquerors  ;  yet  this  they  vainly  im¬ 
plored.  No  pity  was  ihewn  them :  the  forces  of 
Ataliba  were  tranfported  with  rage.  T.he  tvvo 
old  men,  who  commanded  them,  gave  orders  to 
deli/l,  and  flop  the  effufion  of  blood,  but  thdr 
orders  were  iflued  in  vam  ;  the  carnage  was  pro¬ 
longed,  without  abating  their  fury.  Never,  they 
thought,  could  they  be  fufliciently  revenged  for 
the  lofs,  which  had  rendered  them  furious  .and 
cruel.  The  prince,  the  Ton  of  their  king,  Zo- 
rai  was  no  more.  O  unhappy  father  !  how  wilt 
thou  lament  thy  conqueft- ! 

When  the  ftandard  was  attacked,  Zoral*  ad¬ 
vanced  at  the  head  of  his  men  and  animated 
them  by  his  own  example,.  Emotions  were  ex¬ 
cited  in  every  heart  by  his  youth,  beauty,  and 
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courage.  The  eneiiiy,  feeing  him  expofe  hjm- 
felf  to  their  ftrokes,  admired  and  pitied  him  ; 
forgetting  to  fear  him  they  dared  not  ftrike  him. 
One  only,  a  favage  inhabitant  of  the  Andes,  at 
the  moment,  when  the  young  prince,  in  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  the  coiiteft,  felzed  the  ftandard,  aimed 
at  him  a  fatal  arrow.  The  flint,  with  which  it 
was  barbed,  penetrated  his  bread.  He  tottered, 
and  his  Indians  preffed  around  to  fupport  him, 
but  alas !  in  vain.  His  eyes  loft  their  lire,  and 
the  flower  of  beauty  faded  on  his  cheek,  a  mor¬ 
tal  chillnefs  began  to  fpread  through  all  his  limbs. 
As  a  young  cedar  on  the  edge  of  a  foreft,  torn 
from  its  roots  by  a  dorm,  inclines  on  the  fur- 
rounding  tress,  which  hold  it  up  from  falling, 
and  appears  to  be  dill  alive,  though  its  drooping 
branches  and  withering  leaves  discover  that  the 
earth,  which  nouridied  it,  fupport s  it  no  longer  j 
fo  appeared  the  young  Inca,  mortally  wounded 
and  leaning  on  his  foldiers,  v>  my  fn:her  1’* 
cries  he,  with  a  faultering  voice,  I'.ow  at 
will  be  thy  grief!  Tell  him  mv  fri.iids,  that 
«  my  blood  hath  at  lead  gained  him  the  viaory. 
((  'W'rap  me  in  the  dandard  which  hath  cod  me  my 
**  life,  to  conceal  from  the  eyes  of  my  father, 
tco  painful  a  fight,  and  confale  him  with  the 
thought,  that  I  died  worthy  of  him.” 

The  united  exclamations  of  grief  and  revenge 
refounded  around  him.  No,”  fays  he,  it 
is  enough  to  have  conquered  •,  I  widi  not  for 
«  vengeance.  I  am  an  Inca,  and  I  forgive.” 
They  bore  him  from  the  field  of  battle,  where 
fury  renewed  the  onfet.  Some  moments  after, 
lifting  his  eye-lids  towards  Quito,  he  once  pro¬ 
nounced  the  name  of  father,  and  the  endearing 
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title  hiing7  half-uttered,  on  his  parting  breath. 
At  the  inftant  he  ^expired,  the  diftrefsful  cries  of 
the  guard  informed  the  army  of  Cufco  that  their 
king  was  taken.  " 

7  error  on  the  one  ^de,  and  fury' on  the  other, 
prefented  nothing  but  confufion  and  daughter  in 
the  fields  of  Tumibamba.  Cufco  was  taken  and 
lacked  *,  the  eldeft  of  "the  king’s  brothers,  the 
brave  and  wife  Mango,  wdio  defended  it,  finding 
that  he  muft  either  perifli  6r  give  it  up,  retreated, 
fighting,  and  elcaped  to  the  mountains.  The 
haughty  Oceilo,  the  lovely  and  tender  Idali, 
with  the  beloved  child  *,  whofe  birth  had  def- 
tined  him  to  fucceed  in  the  empire,  had  fcarcely 
time  to  flee*,  and  the  generals  of  Atalsba,  hav¬ 
ing  employed  every 'efbrt  to  terminate  the  ra- 
at  length  colk<n:ed  their  forces  on  the  banks 
of  the  Apurimac. 
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_ ^ERE  it  wTiS  that  the  impetuous  Huafear,  un¬ 
der  an  inexorable  guard,  abandoned  himfelf  to 
every  impulie  of  his  wayward  paffions,  Palmore 
and  Corambe,  on  entering  his  tent,  proftrated 
ihernfelves,  as  was  ulual,  before  him,  and  ad- 
dreiTed  him  in  the  moir  refpeaful  and  footbing 
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expreflions.  He  fcarcely  ralfed  his  head ;  and 
beholding  them  with  a  look  of  indignation : 

“  Traitors,”  faid  he,  ‘‘  either  break  my  fetters, 
or  imbrue  your  hands  in  my  blood.  It  is  to 
“  aggravate  my  misfortune  that  ye  thus  mingle 
refpecl:  with  infult.  If  I  am  a  king,  give  me 
‘f'  back, my  freedom  ;  you  may  then  bend  before 
me.  But  if  I  am  a  Have,  why  not  trample  up- 
<<  on  me  ?” 

He  had  fcarcely  finilhed,  when  his  ear  was 
filled  with  the  Ibiidefi:  exclamations  of  orief. 

O 

“  You  are  not  the  only  perfon  that  is  unhappy,” 

faid  Palmore.  “  Ataliba  hath  loft  his  fon  ” - 

Ah  1”  cried  Huafcar,  while  his  eyes  ftione  with 
inhiiman  joy,  “  I  ftiall  then  behold  his  tears. 
“  May  Heaven  requite  him  with  all  the  evils  he 
“  hath  brought  on  me  1” 

O 

The  people  of  Qjaito,  being  re-alTembled  in 
*their  camp,  demanded  to  fee  the  body  of  the 
Prince,  which  had  been  concealed  from  their 
view,  and  the  cries,  that  had  juft  been  heard, 
were  their  expreflions  of  forrow  and  rage  at  the 
fight.  As  foon  as  they  were  foothed,  and  had 
retired,  they  were  prevailed  upon  to  repafs  the 
river  ;  and  the  return  of  this  vicStorious  army 
from  conqueft,  refembled  the  funeral  pomp  of  a 
young  man,  whom  his  family,  of  which  he  had 
been  the  only  hope,  were  attending  to  his  grave. 
Confternation,  mourning,  and  filence,  furround- 
ed  the  bier  on  which  the  prince,  wrapped  up  in 
the  ftandard,  a  melancholy,  but  glorious  evidence 
of  his  valour,  lay  extended.  Ciofe  behind,  fol¬ 
lowed  the  king  of  Cufco,  borne  on  a  feat  of 
equal  height,  enjoying  in  his  foul  the  public  dif- 
trefs. 
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two  generals  of  A taliba  accompanied  the 
funeral  bed,  with  penfive  looks  and  dejected  fore¬ 
heads,  forgetful  that  they  had  conquered  an  em¬ 
pire,  and  attentive  only  to  what  this  unfortunate 
father  would  fuffer. 

“  Alas  I”  fays  Palmore,  he  confided  him 
to  our  care  j  from  us  he  again  experts  him, ; 
his  paternal  arms  will  be  open  to  embrace  him; 
“  and  we  have  nothing  to  reftore  to  them,  but  a 
breathlefs  corpfe  !  How  lhall  we  appear  before 
him  ?”  ,  ' 

“  He  is  a  man,”  faid  Corambe ;  “  his  Ton 
was  mortal :  I  feel  for  his  lofs ;  but,  inftead 
of  flattering'  his  weaknefs,  I  would  infpire 
him  with  fortitude  to  withftand  his  misfor- 
tune.  Let  me  precede  the  army,  and,  be- 
fore  the  report  arrive,  prepare  him  to  receive 


Ataliba,  recovered  of  his  wound,  but  ftill  fee¬ 
ble  and  languifliing,  was  mortified  to  find  that 
the  defeat  of  the  Chancas  had  but  too  well  re¬ 
venged  him.  He  fighed  over  his  victory,  and  was 
ruminating  in  uneafinefs  on  the  dangers  to  which 
his  people,  his  friends,  and  his  fon  wereexpofed, 
when  he  received  information  that  Corambe  was 
arrived.'  Surprifed,  and  impatient  to  know  the 
caiife  of  his  return,  he  ordered  him  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  introduced.  Corambe  appeared  before 
him.  “  Inca,”  faid  he, the  contefl:  is  ended. 
“  Tbe- empire  is  your’s,  without  a  divifion  ;  your 
“  enemies  are  all  either  defiroyed  or  difarmed* 
Huafcar,1the  only  one  remaining,  is  a  prifoner, 
“  and  on  his  way  to  yon.” 

Scarcely  had  he  fpoken,  when  Ataliba,  in  a 
tranfport  of  joy,  arofe,  embraced  him,  and  faid  : 

“  In- 
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Invincible  warrior,  I  exbefted  every  thing  from 
“  thee  and  thy  colleague  *,  but  this  prodigy  ex- 
“  ceeds  my  expectations,  "and  was  beyond  th6 
“  reach  of  my  mpft  fanguine  wifhes.  Proceed, 
“  and  complete  the  felicity  of  thy  king.  He  is 
‘‘  a  father  *,  and  the  anxiety  of  a  father  ever  fills 
his  heart.  Where  is  my  fon  ?  Where  haft 
“  thou  left  him  ?  Why  did  he  not  accompany 
“  thee  ?’^ - Your  fon . he  hath  been 


in  perils  that  might  have  daunted  the  braveft.” 
t<  — tf  And,  I  doubt  not,  defyed  them?  Tell 
me.  This  filence  is  dreadful.” — “  What  fhall 
“  I  anfwer  ?  Alas  !  he  never  beheld  the  horrors 
“  of  battle  before.  Nature  hath  feelings,  which 
“  virtue  cannot  conquer.” — Heavens  !  what 
do  I  hear  ?  He  fled  then  !  he  is  covered  with 

“  ignominy  !  he  hath  difgraced  his  father  !” - 

Would  it  have  been  better  that  he  Ihould  ex- 
pole  himfelf  to  inevitable  death,  and  have  fal- 
“  len  ?” — “  Heaven  grant  he  had!” — Well 
then,  be  comforted.  Pie  hath  obtained  the 

“  height  of  glory,  and  fell  worthy  of  you.” - 

He  is  dead  then  1” — Your  army,  in  tears, 
“  are  bringing  him  hither ;  He  was  at  once  the 
««  object  of  their  affeClion  and  example.  Ne- 
“  ver  was  fuch  valour  difplayed  at  lo  early  an 
<«  age.”  /  _ 

The  heart  of  Ataliba  was  pierced  by  this  ter¬ 
rible  ftroke,  and  in  feeking  confolation  he  in- 
creafed  his  diftrels.  He  funk,  overcome  with 
affliction,  and  a  torrent  of  tears  gullied  forth  from 
his  eyes.  “  Ah!  Coranibe,  by  how  cruel  an 
“  experiment,”  faid  he,  “  have  you  prepared 
me  to  fullaln  my  misfortune  I  You  flandered 
“  iby  fon  !  and  I  believed  the  calumny  I  Dear 
“  child  !  forgive  it  :  my  tears  fliall  never  ceafe 
««  to  exniate  my  error.  The  glory  of  thy  death 
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**  iniianccs  my  injuftlce.  -Difafterous  day  !  fatal 
“  battle  !  thus  doth  Heaven  avenge  an  impious 
war  :  the  vanquifhed  and  the  victors  are  con- 
founded  in  punifhment ;  and  its  wrath  admits 
*■*  no  diftindlion.” 

It  was  now  become  necelTary  for  this  affli£l;ed 
father  to  afTume  the  care  of  his  new  empire. 
This  rich  and  extenfive  conqueft,  which  had  coft 
the  joint  labours  of  eleven  reigns,  and  which,  in 
a  lingle  day,  was  become  his  :  Cufco,  now  obe- 
dient  to  his  laws ;  his  rival  a  captive,  and  fubjecSl 
VO  his  power  ;  nothing  could  alleviate  his  diftrefs. 
..He  importunately  demanded  his  fon.  The  pro- 
cedlon  approached,  and  the  body,  wrapped  in 
the  fatal  ftandard,  was  depoUted  before  him. 
Th.e  Inca,  after  viewing  it  for  fame  time  in  filence, 
Itec honed  to  the  attendants  and  his  court  to  re¬ 
tire.  They  obeyed;  and  die,  having  fliut  him- 
felt  up  in  the  inmoft  recefs  of  the  palace,  with 
the  only  objeH  of  his  forrow,  approached  it, 
and  with  a  trembling  hand  lifting  up  the  veil,  as 
foon  as  the  bloody  corpfe  appeared,  he  uttered  a 
CTj ;  and  fell  backward  on  the  ground.  Pale, 
i'peechlefs,  cold  and  motionlefs,  here,  he  for  fom<^ 
-  time,  remained.  But  his  grief,  at  length,  reviv- 
-  ing  as  his  fenles  returned,  be  indulged,  without 
reltraint,  its  powerful  emotions.  '  A  hundred 
times  he  embraced  his  fon,  as  often  he  clung  to 
his  livid  lips,  and  preffing-  to  his  bofom  that  heart, 
.  which  no  longer  beat  refponfive  to  his  own,  he 
importuned  Heaven  to  reftore  him  to  life,  though 
at  the  expcnce  of  his  own.  One  while,  con¬ 
templating  the  wound,  he  waihed  off  with  his 
tears  the  blood  that  was  congealed  in  it :  another, 
fixing  fteadfafily  his  looks  on  the  eyes  of  his  for. 
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he  fancied  he  might  ftlll  trace  feme  wanderings 
of  life.  ‘‘  Ah!”  fays  he,  “if  this  cold  body  could 
“  revive  1  if  thefe  eyes  could  behold  me  again  I 
“  Alas  I  there  is  no  hope  I  Thefe  eyes  are  clofed, 

“  they  are  clofed  for  ever.  Neither  his  graces,  his 
“  beauty,  nor  his  virtues,  could  protract  his  days; 

“  and  this  is  all  that  remains  of  a  fon,  in  whom 
“  my  glory  and  my  happinefs  were  centered.” 
Thus,  forgetting  his  profperity  and  his  tri¬ 
umphs,  he  yielded  himfelf  up  to  the  tranfports  of 
grief. 

When  this  guft  of  paffion  was  abated,  and 
nature  overborne  by  its  violence  was  fallen  into 
a  liftlefs  deje6lion,  this  unhappy  father  fufFered 
himfelf  to  be  feparated  from  the  melancholy  re¬ 
mains  of  his  child.  His  friends,  and  efpecially 
Alonzo,  attempted  to  confole  him.  Ah  I  al- 
“  low  me,”  faid  he,  “  to  pay  to  nature  the  tri- 
“  bute  of  a  feeling  heart.  I  have  tafted  the  cup 
“  of  felicity;  I  have  drank  up  its  fweets.  The 
“  dregs  are  bitter,  but  I  muft  exhauft  them. 
“  My  fon,  my  dear  fon,  had  filled  my  imagination 
“  with  fo  many  delightful  illufions  I  with  fo  ma- 

“  ny  feducing  hopes  ! - Grief  fucceeds  to  joy, 

“  and  alas  !  will  be  of  longer  duration.  It  knows 
“  no  intermifiion,  and  joy,  is  flown  from  my 
“  heart,  never  more  to  return.” 

They  enlarged  to  him  on  his  power,  the  care 
requifite  to  confirm  it,  the  propereft  means  to 
preferve  it.  “  How  fhall  I,”  fays  he,  “  fupport 
“  the  oppreflive  burden?  Am  J  a  God  to  watch 
“  over  an  immenfe  empire,  and  be  continually, 
“  and  every  where  prefent,  fubfervient  to  its 

wants?  Let  my  brother  be  brought  hither. 
-  “  Yes,  I  wifli  to  appeafe  him  ;  and,  I  truft,  the 
“  fight  of  my  tears  will  call  forth  his  pity,  and 

“  con- 
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convince  him  that  I  am  more  wretched  than 
himfelf.”  * 

Huafcar,  manacled,  appeared  before  Ataliba. 
Behold,”  faid  the  atHicted  father,  Cruel  man, 
behold  how  dear  you  have  coft  me  1” — It  well 
becomes  thee,”  anfwered  the  irritated  Hual- 
car,  “  to  reproach  me  with  one  death,  when 
“  ten  thoufand  Incas  have  fallen  victims  to  thy 
rage  I  Thou  weepeft,  tyger !  thou  oughteft  to 
weep ;  but  is  he  the  object  of  thy  tears  ?  Go 
view  the  ravages  of  murder  amongfl  the  fub- 
«  je(Sts  of  thy  father  i  behold  Cufco,  it  palaces, 
its  temples  glutted  with  the  blood  of  old- men, 
“  women  and  infants,  its  walls  dehroyed,  its 
‘‘  fields  converted  into  graves  ;  then  lament  thy 
fon,  if  thou  dareft.” 

Thefe  dreadful  words  extinguifhed  in  the  heart 
of  Ataliba  the  feelings  of  his  own  diftrefs ;  The 
king  fupplanted  the  father.  He  glanced  at  his 
lieutenants'  an  inquilitive  look,  and  their  filence 
acquiefced  in  what  he  had  heard.  Is  it  then 
true  ?”  faid  he  :  “  And  by  what  blind  fury 
have  ye  rendered  me  execrable  on  earth  !  This 
only  was  wanting  to  complete  my  misfortunes.” 
Then,  Tailing  back  on  his  throne,  and  turning 
his  eyes  from  the  light,  he  for  fome  time  remain¬ 
ed  abforbed  in  woe,  and  breathed  only  in  fighs. 
“  Till  the  moment  that  your  fon  fell,”  faid  Pal- 
“  more,  touched  at  his  forrow,  “  your  people 
“  obeyed  my  commands ;  but  from  that  inftant, 
“  their'grief,  transformed  to  frenzy,  would  hear 
««  no  redraint.  Punifh  them,,  if  you  will,  for 
“  having  loved  him  too  much  *,  or  pardon  their 
defpair,  which  had  but  too  juft  a  caufe ;  the 
‘‘  fufferings  of  your  own  heart  will  plead  their  ex- 

“  cufe. 
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10  cufe.  They  have  revenged  your  Ton,  as  they 
would  have  revenged  yourl'elf.” 

“  Huafcar,”  replied  Ataliba  after  a  long  and 
painful  lilence,  “  fee  to  what  dreadful  excelles 
**  hations  are  impelled,  when  difcord  and  war 
have  once  broken  the  moft  facred  ties,  and 
“  driven  from  the  heart  the  fuggeftions  of  nature. 

Let  us  ftifle  thefe  excelTes  in  a  mutual  embrace. 
“  Take  back  your  fceptre  and  your  empire,  and 
‘‘  forgive  me  your  misfortunes.” 

Huafcar,  indignant,  rejected  the  offer  and  faid: 
“  Go,  thou  murderer  of  my  family,  go  reign 
over  the  dead,  enthrone  thyfelf  on  ruins,  and 
“  applaud  thyfelf,  at  the  profped  of  carnage  and 
‘‘  defolation.  Such  is  the  empire  thou  offered 
“  to  me.  From  thee  I  wifh  only  for  death.  Keep 
“  thy  gifts,  thy  commiferation ;  keep  thq  reward 
‘‘  of  thy  crimes  ;  let  them  perpetuate  thy  fhame*, 
“  and  let  the  wretches  I  have  left  thee,  to  make 
thee  more  detefted,'  be  condemned  to  obey 
“  thee.’^ 

“  You  know,”  replied  Ataliba,  well  you 
“  know,  that  I  am  free  from  the  crimes  you  lay 
“  to  my  charge ;  but  your  fufferings  make  you 
“  unjuft.  I  leave  it  for  time  to  reduce  you  to 
“  reafon.  You  will  one  day  remember  that  I 
“  detefted  war,  that  I  folicited  you  for  peace, 
“  that  I,  more  deeply  wounded  and  depreffed 
I  “  than  yourfelf  at  the  calamities  we  have 
“  brought  on  each  other,  folicit  it  ftill.  You 
“  will  then  find  your  brother,  what  you  now 
I  “  fee  him,  flexible,  humane,  compafllonate  and 
“  juft.  Adieu.  I  leave  you  in  thefe  walls  a 
“  captive,  indeed,  but  a  captive  no  longer  than 
“  you  yourfelf  choofe.  The  very  day  when. 
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on  the  altar  of  the  Sun,  our  father,  you  will  ' 
confent  to  ratify  with  an  oath  a  treaty  of  "al- 
“  Ijance  and  inviolable  peace,  your  throne,  and 
your  empire,  undiminifhed,  lhall  again  bg  re- 
‘‘  ftored.” 
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HE  citadel  of  Cannara  was  the  prifon  of  ’ 
the  captive  king.  The  conqueror  there  left  a 
faithful  guard  under  the  fevere  Corambe.  He 
fent  Palmore  to  govern,  in  his  name,  the  hates  ■ 
of  Cufco  ■,  and  reftoring,  on  his  way  to  the  vales  ;] 
of  Riobamba,  Mulliambo  and  Illinica,  the  la-  i 
bourers  drafted  from  thence,  he  returned  without^ 
pomp  to  Q^ito,  attended  by  the  bier  of  his  un¬ 
fortunate  fon. 

The  arrival  of  Ataliba  exhibited  the  moft  af¬ 
fecting  picture  of  public  diftrefs.  His  family,  in. 
the  deepeft  affliction,  came  forth  to  meet  him.^ 
An  innumerable  crowd  accompanied  them  ;  but' 
not  a  voice  was  heard  to  felicitate  the  conqueror: 
every  heart  was  occupied  with  fympathy  for  the 
father ;  and  had  night  concealed  from  his  view! 
the  congourfe  that  furrounded  him,  he  might,  byj 
the  fighs,  which  interrupted  the  general  ftillnefs,! 
have  fuppofed  himfelf  in  a  defert,  where  fomejj 
bewildered  wretches  were  invoking  in  their  dif-1 
trefs  the  afflftance  of  tleaven. 
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In  this  multitude,  and  in  the  midft  of  the 
Inca’s  family,  appeared  a  woman  diflra^led.  Her 
veil  rent,  her  hair  difl’ieveled,  her  bofom  torn, 
her^eyes  wild,  her  palenefs,  the  convulfions  of 
grief  which  diftorted  every  feature,  her  hands 
comprelTed  and  extended  towards  Heaven,  every 
thing  beipohe  the  mother,  and  a  mothei  in  de» 
fpair.  ' 

At  the  moment  fhe  came  within  light  of  the 
Inca,  he  defcended  from  his  feat,  hafted  to  meet 
her,  and  taking  her  to  his  bofom:  “  My  be- 
((  loved,”  faid  he,  the  Sun,  our  father,  hath 
recalled  thy  fon.  He  difpofes  of  his  children 
as  he  pleafes.  Happy  is  he  whom  innocence, 
**  virtue,  glory  and  love,  attend  to  the  tomb  I 
«  His  harveft  is  ended  j  he  hath  quitted  the  field 
«  of  life.  Thy  fon  hath  lived  too  little  for  us, 
but  enough  for  himfelf;  he  hath  carried  with 
him,  what  years  can  fcarcely  acquire,  and  what 
one  moment  might  have  taken  away,  univer- 
fal  regret  and  affection.  Let  us  be  forry  to 
**  furvive  him :  the  mourner  is  more  worthy  of 
«  companion  than  the  perfon  for  whom  he  la- 
«  ments.  But  let  us  not  by  the  excefs  of  our 
grief,  arraign  his  deftiny,  nor  reproach  the 
<*  Sun  for  refuming  one  of  his  gifts.”  Slight 
forrows  may  be  foothed  by  truths  like  thefe,  but 
their  power  is  ineffeflual  to  alTuage  the  anguilli 
of  a  mother  !  She  required  to  fee  her  fon  5  and 
at  that  inftant  his  remains  were  placed  before  her, 
with  a  cry  that  proceeded  from  her  very  entrails, 
fhe  threw  herfelf  upon  the  lifelefs  body,  embrac¬ 
ed  it,  clafped  it  to  her  heart,  overwhelmed  it 
with  her  tears,  till,  fufFocated  and  exhaufted,  Ihe 
funk,  inconfcious  of  her  grief. 
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The  Inca,  in  the  arms  of  Albnzo,  felt  his 
wounds  bleed  afrefii  at  the  light.  The  young 
man  mingled  his  tears  with  the  tears  of  his  friend, 
and  the  nephews  of  Montezuma,  at  the  defolrv 
tion  of  an  augufi:  family,  thought,  on  their  owi;. 
misfortunes. 

Aciloe  (fo  this  unhappy  mother  was  called) 
was  carried  into  the  palace ;  and  the  Inca  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  temple,  where  the  corpfe  of  his 
fon,  fprinkled  with  perfumes,  was  lodged,  till 
the  day  appointed  for  the  funeral. 

After  an  humble  facrifice  of  thanks  to  the 
Sun,  the  Inca  departed  from  the  temple,  and  un¬ 
der  the  portico,  where  his  people  were  alTembled, 
he  elevated  his  voice,  and  demanded  their  vttten- 
tion.  “  My  caufe  was  jufl:,”  faid  he,  and 
our  God  hath  proteffed  it  i  but  the  blind  ar- 
dour  of  my  troops,  in  avenging  my  fon  and 
myfelf,  hath  diflionoured  my  vidlory  j  and  the 
**  exceHes  committed  in  my  name  are  puniflied 
in  me.  I^  with,  my  people,  fully  to  expiate 
**  every  inftance  of  cruelty  and  injulVice.  But 
“  it  is  enough  for  your  king  to  be  unhappy  ;  coni- 
plete  not  his  mifery  by  imputing  to  him  guilt, 
•  Guilty  he  is  not.  When  at  Cannara  fo  much 
blood  was  fpilt,  I  was  expiring  there ;  when 


(( 


“  Cufco  was  lacked,  I  was  not  prefen t ;  fuch  ra- 
“  vages  I  deteif.  In  the  name  of  the  God  who 
hath  punilhed  me,  I  conjure  you  to  fpare  me 
the  reproach.  May  my  name  be  clean  for- 
“  gotten,  rather  than  remembered  with  the  ad- 
dition  of  cruel  !  The  king,  my  brother,  whom 
“  fate  hath  fubjeffed  to  my  power,  fhall  be  an 
example  of  my  forbearance,  in  oppolition  to 
himfelf.  Should,  however,  the  cry  of  cala- 
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mlty  reach  your  ears,  fhould  it  tell  you  that 
«  Ataliba  was  violent  and  fanguinary  •,  O  my  peo— 
“  pie,  raife  your  voice,  and  reply,  that  Ataliba 

“  was  unhappy.” 

The  fame  evening,  in  company  with  Alonzo, 
feeking  to  confole  his  dejection,  'he  faid :  “  You 
“  4^ow  my  friend,  with,  what  horror  our  dif- 
cords  infpired  me  ;  the  event  hath  exceeded 
.  my  fears  j  und  in  this  abyfs  of  evils  I  fee  my 
“  melancholy  forebodings  but  too  amply  fulfilled, 
«  Whoever  voluntarily  engages  in  war  Becomes 
“  refponfible  for  all  the  crimes  and  calamity  in- 
“  feparable  from  it.  To  hope  for  moderation 
«  from  thofe,  who  are  purpofely  affembled  to 
««  murder,  is  to  expecf  that  the  headlong  torrent 
“  of  the  mountain  will  iufpend  its  courfe.  at 
“  your,  bidding.  No  king  was  ever  more  deter- 
«  mined  than  myfelf  to  reprefs  the  impetuofity 
«  and  abufe  of  viaory,  yet,  notwithftanding, 
«  how  many  millions  of  mankind  regard  me  as 
“  their  fcourge  1” 

“  Alas!  Prince,”  replied  Alonzo,  “  if  man, 
when  he  hearkens  to  his  paflions,  be  fo  liable 
to  obey  their  influence,  and  is  incapable  of 
“  controlling  himfelf,  how  will  he  reflrain  an 
unruly  multitude,  to  whom  he  himfelf,  hath 
‘‘  intrufted  the  dangerous  licence  of  committing 
“  evil  I  But  this  whole  empire  is  witnefs  that 
«<  the  inflexible  king  of  Citfco  compelled  you  to 
**  take  up  arms.  Load  not  yourfelf  with  unjufl: 

reproaches  ;  and  if  thofe  whom  war  hath  made 
‘‘  unhappy  fhould  accufe  lyou,  let  your  virtues 
vindicate  your  innocence,  and  repel  the  injury 
“  by  clemency  and  kindnefs.”  , 

Thefe  words  revived  the  courage  of  Ataliba ; 
ai>d  his  grief  was  fufpended,  till  the  day  which 

had 
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had  been  appointed  for  the  funeral  of  ZoraY. 
This  was  the  feflival  of  the  Sun,  when  repaffing 
the  equator,  he  again  enters  into  our  hemifphere, 
and  returns  to  difpenfe  fpringand  fiimmer  among 
the^  inhabitants  of  the  North.  It  was  alfo  the 
feftival  of  pateimity.  ^ 


CHAP*  XXXVilL  I 

J^FTER  the  hymns j  and  ufual  offer- 

ings,  the  monarch,  on  a  throne,  erected  in  a'l] 
fpacious  avenue  ^  before  the  temple,  with  the  J 
Caciques  at  his  feet,  and  the  old  men' who  were  j 
judge^  of  the  manners  f ,  beheld  the  fathers  of  ; 
families  approaching,  each  preceded  by  his.chil-J 
dren,  who  were  arrived  at  the  age  of  youth. 

Haying  bowed  in  homage  before  the  Inca,  the  ,1 
father,  who  bore  in  his  hands  a  bundle  of  palm-  I 
branches,  dihributed  them  to  fuch  of  his  chil- J 
dren  as  had  faithfully  performed  the  facred  duties  I 
of  nature.  Thefe  palm-branches  are  monuments  1 
of  filial  piety.  Every  year,  each  of  the  children,  ' 
whole  obedience  and  affe(5lion  have  obtained  this 


*  This  place  was  called  Cuti- Pata,  the  place  of  rejoic 


f  The  name  of  thefe  magidrates  was  LaSia-Camayu. 
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reward,  adds  it  to  his  trophy ;  and  of  thefe 
branches* acquired  in  his  youth,  he  compofes  a 
canopy  for  the  paternal  feat,  from  whence  him- 
felf  will  one  day  govern  his  defcendants.  This 
feat,  in  each  family,  was  like  a  confecrated  al¬ 
tar  :  the  head  of  the  family  alone  had  a  right  to 
fit  upon  it  *,  and  the  palm-branches  that  crowned 
it,  while  they  recalled  to  his  children  his  virtues, 
admonifhed  them  alfo,  to  obey  him,  who  him- 
felf  knew  how  to  obey ;  and  revere  him,  who 
revered  his  father.  At  the.  approach  of  death, 
he  caufed  himfelf  to  be  placed  under  this  vene¬ 
rable  trophy,  and  there  yielded  up  hislaft  breath. 
When  buried  thefe  branches  were  placed  by  his 
children  to  fiiade  liis  tomb.  .  The  fevered:  me¬ 
nace  a  father  could  utter,  to^  child  that  had  for¬ 
gotten  his  duty,  w'as :  Unhappy  child !  what 

“  mean  you  ?  if  you  are  unworthy  of  my  afFec- 
tion,  you  will  have  no  paim-branches  to  adorn 
“  your  grave.”  This  then  was  the  evidence 
and  pledge  that  each  father  produced  to  the  mo¬ 
narch,  as  their  general  father,  of  the  obedience, 
zeal,  and  affection  of  his  children. 

If  any  one  had  neglected  the  duties  of  filial 
piety,  to  him  the  palm-branch  was  refufed.  The 
father,  with  a  figh,  fubmitted  to  the  law,  and 
became  the  acculer  of  his  fon.  Regretting  the 
painful  necefiity,  he  feelingly  difclofes  the  truth. 
If  the  Iiiftance  of  difobedience  be  flagrant,  the 
rebellious  child  is  exilecL  from  the  houle  of  his 
father.  Condemned,  during  this  exclufion,  to 
the  diUrace  of  being;  ufelefs,  he  is  neither  al- 
lowed  to  cultivate  the  domain  of  the  Sun,  the 
fields  of  the  Inca,  thofe  of  the  widow,  the  or- 
phan>  nor  the  infirm  j  even  the  field  that  affords 


hands.  The  time  of  expiation  is  iimitted  by  the 


law.  The  unhappy  youth  anxioufly  numbers-  J 
the  tedious  moments  *,  and  is  obferved,  alone, 
eftranged  from  his  friends,  and  his  family,  ling- 


ering  inceffantly  round  his  paternal  habitation, 
without^daring  to  approach  the  threfhold.  He,  ^ 
whofe  exile  expires  with  the  clofe  of  the  year,  | 
enters,  on  the  anniveriity,  again  into  favour ; 
the  Decurions  *  bring  him  back  before  the  throne  ^ 


of  the  monarch ;  his  father  opens  his  arms  in 
token  of  reconciliation  ;  and  he  inftantly  rufhes  | 
5nto  them  with  the  fame  eagernefs  as  the  wretch,  Z 
that  htrth  long  been  tohed  on  a  tempeftuous 


ocean,  clings  to  the  firft  fhore  upon  which  he  is 
thrown.  From  this  time,  he  is  reinftated  in  the  % 


full  rights  of  innocence  ;  for,  after  a  criminal  is 
puniflied,  it  is  not  the  cuftom  among  this  wife 
people  to  cut  him  off  from  all  hope  of  regain-  5‘ 
ing  the  efteem  of  mankind.  When  an  offence  ^ 
is  once  expiated  it  leave  no  hain  behind ;  even 
the  remembrance  of  it  is  totally  effaced.  i' 

After  thefe  ufeful  leffons  of  clemency  and  fe- 
veritv,  the  monarch  thus  addreffed  them.  Ye  i: 
“  fathers  hear  me.  Like  you  I  am  a  father  *,  I  | 
‘‘  participate  this  relation  alfo  with  yoiirfelves  :  > 

your  children  are  mine.  For  what  is  royalty 
but  a  general  paternity  ?  Tliis  is  the  moft  ho- 
‘‘  nourable  diftinction  that  the  Sun,  who  is  the 
father  of  nature,  could  confer.  1  come  then,  | 
“  as  refpoohble  for  your  rights,  to  confirm  them  | 


‘‘  to  YOU,  and  as  the 'exemplar  of  your  duties  | 


thofe  v/ho  Bave  the  charge  of  ten. 
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‘«,to  inftru£V  you:  for  .your  rights  r.re  founded 
on  your  duties,  and  your  titles  refult  from 
your  merit.  Life  is  the  gift  of  Heaven,  who 
“  ^difpenfes  it  according  to  its  pleafure.  13e- 
ware  then  not  to  arrogate  to  yourfelves  the 
power  of  conferring  it,  and  know  that  ye  me- 
rit  not  the  name  of  fathers  till,  having  receiv- 
ed  from  the  hands  of  nature  your  new-born 
“  offspring,  and  remitted  it  into  the  boforn  ot 
its  mother,  ye  watch  over  the  lives  of  both, 

“  and  exert  every  effort  to  provide  for  their 
wants,  and  fecure  their  repofe.  And,  in  this, 
ye  do  no  more  than  the  vulture,  the  ferpent, 
the  tyger,  the  mod  ferocious  of  brutes,  for 
their  young.  What  diltingiiiflics  and  conlc- 
crates  the  character  of  a  father  is  education, 
the  care  of  Towing  and  cultivating  in  his*  chil- 
“  dren  the  experience  that  he  himfelf  bath  ac- 
“  quired,  which  is  the  only  gain  of  life,  and 
the  wifdom  that  fprings  from  it,  v/hich  alone 
can  compenfate  the  evils  we  endure.  To 
“  form,  from  the  tendered  age,  both  by  your 
indru£fions  and  example,  a  foul  to  virtue,  a 
heart  to  fenhbility,  a  citizen  to  obedience,  a 
hufband,-  a  faithful  fr>end,  a  father,  who,  in 
“  his  turn,  may  be  revered  -and  beloved  by  his 
“  children,  in  a  v.'ord,  a  man,  according  to  the 
“  views  of  nature  and  fociety,  is  the  object  of 
‘‘  your  duties,  your  merits,  and  your  titles  j  as 
**  alfo  the  foundation  of  your  rights. 

And  ye,  children,  remember  that  nature 
“  hath  prolonged  the  weaknefs  and  ignorance  of 
man,  but  to  bind  him  the  clofer  to  thole  who 
j>ave  him  birth,  and  habituated  him,  from  ne- 
'  cedity,  to  depend  on,  and  love,  them.  Had 

“  ihe 
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“  fhe  intended  to  dlfpenFe  with  this  tribute  oF; 
affection  and  gratityde,  fhe  would  have  fur-- 
niflied  him  with  the  means  of  living  indepen- 
dently,  almoft  as  foon  as  he  entered  into  life,  ;; 
and  have  given  him  the  power  to  provide  for;l 
“  himfelf.  His  long  infancy  is  deftitute  of| 
ftrength  and  underftanding ;  his  weaknefs'l 
hath  no  refource  in  agility,  artifice,  or  inftin^l.  I 
“  Such  is  the  conftitution  of  nature  to  compel  a  ^ 
child  to  love  and  reverence  his  parents.  She,| 
‘‘  feems  to  have  left  him  to  them,  that  they 
might  acquire  merit  by  their  cares,  and  to  ; 
‘‘  have  afted  like  a  cruel  ftep-mother,  that  their 
“  tendernefs  to  their  offspring  might  be  more 
“  fully  difplayed.  Thus  in  with-holding  every  ; 
“  thing  from  him,  fhe  fupplies  him  with  every  - 
thing  by  paternal  affeclion.  Recal  then  your 
infancy;  and  refledl  that  whatever  was  necef- 
fary,  during  that  long  hate  of  weaknefs,  to 
“  fecure  you  from  want,  or  protect  you  from  , 
“  danger,  your  parents  fupplied ;  that  nature  ; 
“  had  caft  you  upon  the  rocks  of  life,  confiding 
in  their  love  for  your  fupport.  But  that  for  . 
which  ye  are  more  indebted  to  their  tender  vi-  ; 


<< 


u 


guence  is  the  knowledge  of  condufting  your-  ^ 


(( 
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felves  happily  through  life.  Deftitute  of  their 
inftrudtions,  which  have  rendered  you  gentle,  | 
humane,  and  obedient  to  the  laws  of  equity, 
reafon  and  wifdom,  ye  would  have  been,  * 
“  like  your  ancefiors,  favage,  hupid,  and  fero- 
“  cious.  Love  then  your  parents  for  teaching  ^ 
**  you  the  right  application  of  life,  which  derives 
“  its  charms  from  innocence,  and  its  value  from  j 
“  virtue.” 

At  thefh  words  tears  of  joy  and  love  flowed  . 
down  from  every  eye.  The  ehikircn,  in  tran-  ^ 
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fports  of  gratitude,  clafped  the  knees  of  their 
fathers,  while  they,  with  the  confcious  latisfac- 
tion  of  having  performed  their  duty,  embraced^ 
their  children.  The  Inca,  at  this  light,  felt, 
ipore  than  ever,  the  lofs  of  his  fdn.  Merci- 
“  iefs  war,”  faid  he,  but  for  thee,  and  thy 
furies,  I  Ihould  have  partaken  the  joy  and  the' 
glory  of  thefe  good  fathers.  He  had  been  pre- 
“  fent  and  would  have  received  the  firft  palm-  ‘ 
branch  from  my  hand.  Who  hath  deferved 
one  better?”  He  added  no  more:  fobs  hifled 
his  voice.  For  fome  moments  he  remained  lilent 
and  diflolved  in  tears.  At  length,  he  proceeded, 
“  No,  let  my  fon  be  brought  hither ;  he  lhall 
“  not  be  deprived  of  the  laft  tribute  of  love  and  • 
“  praife.  From  the  height  of  Heaven,  he  will 
“  hear  the  forrowful  voice  of  a  father,  and  will 
pity  my  diftrefs.” 

His  command  was  obeyed  ;  and  the  funeral 
bed,  on  which  the  body  of  Zofai  lay,  was  placed 
at  the  foot  of  the  throne.  People,”  cried  the 
monarch,  haffening  towards  the  corpfe,  be- 
“  hold  this  pattern  of  filial  love  ;  behold  the  moft 
affe^donate,  refpe^lful,  and  amiable  of  chil- 
‘‘  dren.  TSuch  hath  he  been,  from  his  birth  to 
“  his  death.  Immediate  pleafure,  hopes  yet 
more  delightful,  every  thing  that  could  give 
the  heart  of  a  father  confolation  and  joy,  were 
the  reward  of  my  cares,  and  the  prefage  of 
your  happinefs  beneath  his  reign.  It  was  im- 
b  poffible  that  fo  good  a  fon  fhould  not  have  been 
a  good  king.  A  tafte  for  goodnefs,  a  love  of 
|‘  order,  and  an  attachment  to  jufiice,  were  con- 
*  genial  with  his  foul.  Glory  he  efteemed  only 
as  the  companion  of  virtue  ;  falfehood  he  de- 
tefted  as  the  parafite  of  vice ;  and  truth  he  al- 
I  \^0L.  II.  F  <(  ways 
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«  ways  adored.  Magnanimous  without  oftenta- .  ^ 
tion,  and  modeft  with  dignity,  fimphcity  was^  ^ 
««  his  diftinguiftiing  charaacr,  and  he  loved  it. 

<«  wherever  it  appeared.  His  birth  he  regarded 
in  no  other  light  than  as  it  deftined  his  life  to, 
«  the  happinefs  of  the  world;  and  thenitle  of  * 
fon  of  the  Sun  was  fo  far  from  filling  him.  with 

«  pride,  that  it  continually  rendered  him  hum- . 

«  ble,  by  making  him  feel  the  weight  of  the  du-  ^ 
ties  it  impofed.  If  any  one  of  the  young  In-  " 
<«  cas  appear  more  deferving  than  I,  to  govern 
this  auguft  empire,  he,  would  he  often  fay  ta 
«  me,  fhould  fill  your  place  on  the  throne  ;  it  is 
«  my  duty  to  furrender  it  to  him.  Judge  then 
*c  if  he  would  have  made  you  happy  !  Ye  would 
««  have  been  his  fubje^ls ;  and  his  father,  ftill  , 
more  happy,  would  have  expired  m  the  arms 
of  fuch  a  fucceflbr,  without  a 
God,  however,  was  unwilling  to  afflia  the 
fenfibility  of  his  foul  with  the  crimes  and  Ta-  ; 
vases  of  a  war,  alas!  too  deftruaive.  My  . 
fon  would  have  poured  forth  his  tears  over  this 
<«  trophy  of  my  viaory,  this  ftandard  fieepedin 
cc  fo  Leh  blood.  He  is  no  more.  We  have  . 
<«  loft,  I,  the  moft  virtuous  of  fons,  ye,  the  molt  - 
virtuous  of  Pripces.  Let  us  fubmit,  ^and  pay 
him  the  gloomy  honours  of  the  toipb. 

On  this  the  monarch,  at  the  head  of  his  fa- 
mily  and  people,  accompanied  the  body  of  his  , 
fon  to  the  temple,  where  it  was  placed  on  a  throne  , 
of  eold,  fronting  the  image  of  the  Sun,  with  the 
ftandard  that  coft  him  his  life  beneatn  his  feet, 
and  the  palm  of  filial  love  in  his  band. 

Cora  was  not  in  the  temple.  The  eyes  of 
Alonzo  fought  her  there,  but  not  being  able  to 
find  her^  his  heart  was  fsized  with  terror. 
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The  monarch  on  his  return  from  the  tlhiple,. 
fent  for  him.  My  friend,”  faid  he,  having 
“  now  performed  the  melancholy  office,  it  is 
**  time  that  the  father  ffiould  give  place  to  the 
king,  and  that  I  ffiould  begin  to  prepare  for 
“  this  formidable  enemy,  of  whofe  attack  you 
“  have  warned  me.  My  hope  relies  on  your 

‘‘  zeal,  experience,  and  valour.” - It  ffiall 

“  not  be  deceived,”  faid  Alonzo,  and  I  wiffi 
“  to  Heaven  that  the  defence  and  fafety  of  this 
empire  may  coll:  only  my  blood  !  I  would  fpill 

it  with  joy.” - O  my  friend  J”  faid  the 

Inca,  embracing  him,  how  have  I  deferved 
“"'from  you  fo  generous  and  dihnterefted  a 

“  zeal  .  At  this  inftant,  the  king  was 

informed  th^t  the  High  PriefV  of  the  Sun  de- 
niarided  an  audience.  Alonzo  retired,  and  went 
to  feek  in  flumber  a  confolation  for  his  fufRr- 
ings,  and  the  dreadful  apprelienhons  that  tor¬ 
tured  his  breaft. 


CHAP.  XXXIX. 

W  HEN  the  foul  is  abandoned  to  a  horm  of 
I  the  paffions  there  is  no  evil  fo  great  as  uncertain¬ 
ty.  '  Agitated  inceffiantly  by  the  billows  of  hope 
iand  of  fear,  courage  is  unable  to  exert  itfelf  j  even 
the  refolution  to  become  unhappy  is  in  "continual 
ilufluation. 
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In  fuch  a  ftate  was  the  foul  of  Alonzo  during 
this  long  and  painful  night.  At  length  deep,  in  , 
compaffion  to  his  diftrefs,  clofed  his  heavy  eye- 
'  lids.  A  nolle,  however,,  foon  broke  his  flum- 
her ;  he  raifed  himfelf,  and  by  the  glimmering  > 
light  of  the  dawn,  perceived  a  venerabk  ^old  man  . 
before  him.  Hoary  locks  hung  round  his  fore¬ 
head,  and  his  countenance,  though  pale  and 
gloomy  like  a  fpe(rtre  retained  amidft  his  grief  a 
noble  and  majcftic  air.  “I  am  the  father  of  ' 
<«  Cora,”  faid  he.  My  daughter  fent  me.  I 
««  come  in  compliance  with  her  laft  requeft.  Go, 
unhappy  youth,  and  leave  us  to  bear  the  mif-  - 
«  fortunes  in  which  you. have  involved  us.  You 
**  have  brought  difgrace  and  death  into  an  inno- 
cent  family,  which  had  been  hill  innocent, 

“  but  for  you.”  At  thefe  words,  the  old  man 
felt  his  knees  finking  beneath  him,  and  fell  down 
in  a  fwoon.  Alonzo,  pale  and  trembling,  ftretch- 
ed  forth  his  arms  and  raifed  him.  Speak,”: 
faid  he,  “  What  have  I  done  Of  what  mif- 
“  fortune  have  I  been  the  caufe  ?” — Cruel  man  1 
can  you  aflc  ?  Can  you  hear  it  from  the  lips  of 
a  father  ?  You  fpoke  to  us  of  the  virtues  *,  be- 
“  nevolence  and  candour  fmiled  on  your  face  j 
“  but  vice  and  perfidy  lurked  in  your  heart.  Be 
fatisfied.  My  daughter,  too  weak,  and  too 
«  fimple,  alas  !  to  refifi;  your  artifices,  mydaugh-  ■ 
ter  hath  difclofed  to  me  her  perjury  and  fa - 
«  crilege  in  yielding  herfelf  the  victim  of  your 
*<  wiflies.  Her  pregnancy  fhe  no  longer  could 
“  hide.  To-morrow  her  fliame  will  be  known  : 
to-morrow,  fhe^  her  mother,  and  I,  her  in- 
nocent  fifters  and  brothers,  will  be  led  forth 
■  “  to  receive  the  fentence  of  the  law.  Solitude, 
«  infamy,  and  eternal  fterility  will  mark  the  place . 
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<<  of  her  birth.  Gur  a{l)es  will  be  dlfperled. 
‘‘  We  fliall  have  no  grave.  Go  then  '•  my  daugh- 
ter- conjures  you.  The  unhappy  girlilill  loves 
<<  vou ;  and  when  fhe  confided  to  me  the  fecret 
of  her  foul,  die  made  me  promile  not  to  be- 
“  tray  it.  But  flie  dreads  left  your  diftrefs  fliould 
“  difcover  you ;  and  therefore  intreats  it  as  the 
only  compenfation  for  her  death,  of  which  you 
“  are  the  caufe,  that  you  will  not  be  prefent  at 
“  her  fufferings.’’ 

While  the  Indian  was  fpeaking,  remorfe  and 
defpair  rent  the  heart  of  Alonzo,  his  eyes  fixed 
on  the  ground,  his  hair  rifing  with  horror,  his 
motionlefs  ftupidity,  all  befpoke  a  criminal  con¬ 
demned  by  his  judge-,  and  that  judge  his  con- 
fcience.  He  fell  at  the  old  man’s  feet,  and,  in 
broken  accents,  with  difficulty  articulated  thefe 
words:  O  my  father!  my  crime  you  know ; 

“  but  do  you,  know  by  what  fatality  I  was  urged 
“  to  commit  it  ?  Do  you  know  how  terrible  a 
“  moment  of  fear  and  diforder  gave  into  my 
power  your  dying  daughter,  and  threw  her  in- 
to  my  arms  }  I  call  both  my  God  and  yours  to 
witnefs,  that  in  this  dreadful  danger,  my  foie 
refolution  was  to  fave  her.  We  are  both  im- 
done,  and  have  involved  you  in  our  ruin.  I 
feek  not  to.  appeafe  you.  Behold  my  bofom, 
behold  my  fword.  Strike  !  avenge  yourfelf.” 
I  avenge  niyfelf  1  ah  1  know  you  not,”  faid 
the  old  man,  '“  that  vengeance  is  mad  ;  that  fhe 
adds  crime  to  misfortune,  and  affords  confo- 
“  lation  only  to  the  wicked }  Go,  thy  blood 
“  will  neither  reftore  to  me  the  mother  nor  her 
«  cliildren.  It  will  not  exempt  me  from  death, 
“  and  it  would  caufe  me  to  die  guilty.  Leave 
“  me,  at  leaft  my  innocence :  all  elfe  is  gone. 

r  3  You 
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You  were  diftrafled,  r believe. it ;  you.arenei- 
“  ther  wicked  nor  perfidious  j  but  when  you  are, 
we  have  in  heaven  a  God.  to  judge  and  to  pu- 

“  nifli.”  / 

“  Divine  old  man  !’*  cried  Alonzo,  you  > 
overwhelm  me,  you  confound  me...  .  .  Apd 
fhall  fhame,  and  death,  and  the  word:  of  tor- 
“  ments,  be  the  reward  of  thy  virtues  !  And  your  " 
daughter,  as  virtuous,  not  lefs  innocent  than 
you  !  .  .  .  No,  ye  fhall  not  die.  Defpife  me 
“  not  fo  far  as  to  think  that  I  wifh  to  conceal  my- 
«  felf  and  bafely  fly.  I  will  appear,  confefs  the  ^ 
whole,  undertake  your  defence,  and  refcue  you 
“  from  the  abyfs  into  which  I  have  plunged  you, 

“  or  peridi  in  it  myfelf.  But  do  you  now  return 
“  to  your  wife  and  your  children.” 

“  Know  you,”  afked  the  old  man,  ‘'  any 
“  proteflion  againft  the  laws,  and  the  remorfe 
“  that  follows  the  breach  of  an  oath  ?  I  have 
“  promifed  the  Sun  to  remain  fubjefl  to  his  laws. 

^  “  My  word  and  faith  are  ftronger  ties  to  me  than 
chains.  An  Inca  knows  no  other  ;  and  I  will 
“  die  without  breaking  them.  You  are  not 
“  bound  by  thefe  fevere  laws,  and  therefore  may  , 
“  remove.  Let  my  daughter  have  the  confola-  • 
“  tion  to  .know  that  you  are  far  from  danger. 

“  Spare  her  the  horror  of  your  punifhment.” - - 

“  Go,”  faid  Alonzo,  penetrated  with  refpefl, 
grief,  and  gratitude,  “  go  fwear  to  her  that  her 
‘‘  lovt  r  will  never  defert  her.  I  am  a  hufbaild 
and  a  father.  There  is  no  danger  that  courage 
“  cannot  furmount,  when  infpired  by  love  and  - 
“  by  nature.”  Extending  his  arms  to  the  old 
man,  who  ifill  trembled,  he  continued,  “  My 
“  father^  my. father!  either  embrace  me,  or 
pierce  my  heart.  I  cannot  fupport  thy  refent- 

“  ment.” 
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ment.”  The  old  man  funk  on  his  bofom,  em¬ 
braced,  pitied,  and  forgave  him  ;  and  they  min¬ 
gled,  at  parting,  a  profufion  of  tears. 

In  the  mean  time  a  report  was  fpread  that  the 
^fylum  of  the  Virgins  had  been  profaned ;  that 
'one  of  them  had  broken  her  vows ;  that  Ihe  bore 
the  fruit  of  a  facrilegious  paflion  ;  and  that  the 
Sun,  provoked  at  this  abominable  perjury,  re¬ 
quired  an  expiation.  A  crime,  till  now,  un- 
knovyn,  filled  every  mind  with  horror.  The  mis¬ 
fortunes  by  which  it  became  public,  and  of  which 
it,  perhaps  was  the  caufe,  the  flames  of  civil  war 
kindled  between  two  brothers,  all  the  blood  filed 
in  it,  the  fon  of  Ataliba  and  heir'to  the  crown, 
cut  off  from  his  people  by  an  untimely  death,  this 
long  train  ol  crimes  and  calamities  were  inflantly 
produced  as  figns  of  his  refentment,  which  the 
Sun,  by  an  eclipfe,  had  already  confirmed.  It 
was  feared  that  the  jealous  God  might  not  be  ap- 
peafed,  and  that  he  might  avenge  on  the  whole 
people  the  injury  done  to  his  glory,  O  fuperfti- 
tion  !  that  a  people  the  moft  gentle  and  humane, 
fhould  cry  out  for  vengeance  from  a  God,  whom 
for  his  clemency,  they  adored  !  The  general  con- 
flernation  was  not  diflipated  till  it  was  known 
that  the  Pontiff  had  impeached  the  criminal  be¬ 
fore  the  fupreme  tribunal,  that  the  pit  was  dug 
and  the  pile  prepared. 
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CHAP.  XL. 


O  N  this  day  the  Sun  concealed  liimfelf  In  dark 
clouds,  and  the  gloomy  appearance  of  nature 
augmented  the  terror  with,  which  every  heart 
was  infpired.  The  king  appeared,  as  ufual,  in 
the  portico  of  the  palace.  A  trembling  multitude 
furrounded  the  throne  y  and  through  the  alTem-- 
bled  cro\vd  the  pontiff,  the  priefts,  and  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  law,  opening  themfelves  a  paflage, 
conducted  before  the  Inca  the  young  and  timid 
prieflefs.  Her  father  overwhelmed  with  grief, 
her  mother  pale  and  fainting,  her  two  lifters 
not  lefs  lovely  than  herfelf,  and  her  three  bro¬ 
thers  the  hopes  of  an  iiluftrious  family,  all,  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  fame  law,  appeared  to  receive  their  pu- 
nlftiment. 

Cora,  whom  on  account  of  her  weaknefs  and 
terror  it  was  neceflary  to  fupport,  funk  down, 
without  colour  or  life,  at  the  fight  of  her  judge. 

2  time  file  was  revived,  and  he  interro- 


She  replied  with  franknefs :  It 


was  on  that  horrible  night  when  the  volcano 
**  threatened  to  deftroy  thele  walls  t  my  terror 
threw  me  into  the  arms  of  a  deliverer.  This 
wa.s  my  misfortune  and  my  crime.  Son  of  the 
Sun,  if  it  be  poffible  to  remit  a  part  of  the 
punifhment,  attend  to  the  voice  of  nature, 
which  oppoies  this  law.  I  implore  not  mer- 
cy  for  myielf :  I  know  that  my  death  is  in- 


“  evitable. 
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<«  evitable.  But  behold  a  father,  a  mother,  fif- 
«  ters,  and  brothers,  who  are  guiltlefs  ;  it  is  for 
them  that,  with  my  dying  breath,  I  aflc  for 
“  favour.’’ 

The  father  then  fpoke.  Inca,  in  a  moment 
“  of  diftra£lion  and  terror  my  daughter  was 
“  weak,  imprudent  and  frail ;  it  is  for  God,  who 
“  fees  the  heart,,  to  judge  it ;  but  it  is  my  duty 
‘‘  to  accufe^  the  author  of  her  ruin.  The  firft 
“  perfon  guilty  was  myfelf.  My  blind  piety  de- 
“  voted  my  daughter  to  the  worlhip  of  the  altar, 

“  and  there  offered  her  a  viiffim.  In  the  mo- 
“  merit  of  ficriiice  I  heard  the  fighs  of  her  heart, 

“  and,  -religioufly  cruel,  hardened  mine  againft 
‘‘  them.  An  unnatural  father,  I  beheld  her 
“  tears,  I  faw  her  recline  on  the  bofom  of  her 
“  mother  feeking  protetffion  againft  the  violence 
“  of  paternal  power,  and  without  pity  or  re- 
“  morfe,  ' completed  the  parricide.  Her  crime, 

-  “  alas  !  her  firft  crime,  was  obedience  to  me  ; 
“  her  refpe^f,  her  love  for  me,  have  deftroyed 
“  her;  I  am  the  executioner  of  my  daughter. 
«  I  drag  her  to  punifliment !”  On  uttering  thefe 
words,  the  old  man  embraced  his  daughter-,  fobs 
ftopt  his  voice  -,  his  heart  was  agonized  with  grief, 
and  the  tears  that  gudied  forth  from  his  eyes 
ftreamed  over  the  bofom  of  Cora.  Every  one 
fympathized  in  his  forrow. 

The  monarch  himfelf  was  moved  ;  but  con- 
ftrained  by  the  law  to  exercife  rigour,  proceeded, 
and  ordered  Cora  to  difcover  her  ravifher  and  ac¬ 
complice. 

Cora  trembled,  and  remained  for  fome  time 
filent ;  but  the  inftances  of  her  judge  at  length 
compelled  her  to  utter  thefe  words :  “  Son  of 
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the  Sun,  will  you  be  more  cruel  and  violent 
than  the  law  ?  The  law. condemns  me  to  deatli, 
and  involves  my  family  in  my  ruin.  Is  not 
this  fufficient  ?  Do  you  require  a  new  kind  of 
parricide  ?  Will  you 'that,  while  I  am  bearing 
“  to  the  pit,  in  which  I  am  to  defcend  alive, 
with  the  fruit  of  my  fatal  affeflion,  I  (hould 
accufe  him  alfo,  who  gave  it  being  ?  Would 
you  behold  my  entrails  burft  afunder  in  horror, 
and  my  aftonilhed  infant  rend  itfelf  from  the 
bowels  of  its  mother  ?” 

Thefe  words  imprelTed  the  heart  of  Ataliba 
with  terror;  and,  without  inlitfing  longer,  he 
ordered,  with  a  figh,  the  depolitary  of  the  laws 
to  pronounce  the  fatal  fentence ;  when  inftantly 
Alonzo  hruggled  through  the  crowd,  and  prof- 
trating  himfelf  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  :  “  Inca,” 
cried  he,  “  It  is*  I  that  am  guilty ;  Cora  is  inno- 
“  cent.  Puniili  only  her  raviflier.”  At  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Alonzo  and  on  hearing  the  language, 
which  dei’pair  had  prompted  him  to  utter,  the 
king  fliuddered  ;  the  people  .  hood  motionlefs 
with  aftonilhment ;  and  Cora,  trembling  and 
cold,  exclaimed  as  fhe  fell,  “  Alas  !  could  not  I 

then  fave  him  !” - — No,”  replied  Alonzo, 

fhe  deferves  not  blame.  She  was  infenfible 
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when  I  bore  her  away  ;  and  her  diftrafted  foul 
could  neither  confent  to,  nor  refill  her  misfor¬ 
tune.” 

The  Inca  was  folicitous  to  fave  Alonzo. 
Stranger,”  faid  he,  “  our  religion  is  not  your’s; 
you  are  ignorant  of  oiir  laws  ;  and  what  in  our 
ellimation  is  a  crime,  is  in  your’s  only  an  er¬ 
ror,  which  I  have  no  right  to  punifh.  Leave 
us.  ,  Our  laws  oblige  only  my  fubje^ls  and  my- 

felf. 


(( 
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“  felf.  You  were  imprudent,  but  not  criminal, 

“  at  leaft,  if  you  ufed  no  violence ;  and  Cora, 

“  alone,  nas  a  right  to  accufe  you.” - **  No, 

no,”  faid  flie,  ««  a  charm  no  lefs  delightful 
than  irrefiftible  gave  me  up  to  his  wifhes.  ' 

«  Ceafe,  Alonzo,  ceafe  to  arrogate  my  crime  to 
“  yourfelf.  You  mgke  me  fuffer  a  thoufand 
“  deaths.’^ — “  Solar  is  fhe  fromaccufing  you,’* 
faid  the  king,  “  that,  you  hear,  flae  declares  you  ■ 

“  innocent.” — Can  I  be  innocent,”  cried  Alon¬ 
zo,  “  after  having  dug  a  grave  beneath  her  feet, 

“  a  grave,  into  which  you  compel  her  to  defcend 
alive  ?  O  height  of  horror  !  this  dreadful  grave 
‘‘  yawns  to  my  view,  ready  to  receive  her;  and 
“  am  I  innocent  !  I  fee  the  kindling  pile,  on 
which  her  father,  mother,  and  all  her  kindred  ^ 

“  are  fpeedily  to  perilh  ;  and  am  I  innocent! 

“  Inca,  your  frfendlhip  for  me  hath  blinded 
your  judgment ;  and  you  with  to  overlook  my 
“  ©hence.  But  P,  more  juft  than  you,  feci  its 
«  malignity,  and  acknowledge  my  guilt.  For- 
“  give  ye  unhappy  victims  of  an  infatuated  paf- 
“  lion,  forgive  me.  At  leaft,  1  will  not  under- 
«  go  the  lhame  and  the  pain  of  having  furvived 
“  you  5  and,  if  ye  are  led  to  death,  I  will  pre- 
««  cede  you  ;  I  will  afeend  the  pile,  and  devote  ^ 
“  myfelf,  the  firft,  to  the  flames.  There,  this 
fword,  which  ought  to  defend  a  virtuous  peo- 
'‘f  pie,  and  a  king,  whom  I  am  no  longer  wor- 
thy  of  calling  my  friend,  this  fword  fhall  pierce 
«  my  heart.  I  only  alk,  before  my  death,  the^ 
favour  to  be  heard.”  qj. 

“  I  am  neither  ungrateful  nor  perfidious,”  Vc- 
fumed  he,  with  firmnefs.  Received  in  the 
“  court  of  the  Inca,  honoured  with  his  confi- 
“  dence,  loaded  with  his  kindnefs,  I  never  de- 

figned 

O 


**  iigned  to  betray  his  hofpitality.  I  am  young, 
'^‘  impetuous,  and  tqo  fufceptible  of  paliion.^  I 
“  faw  Cora  :  love  inflamed  my  heart,  but  I  re- 
“  fpedled  her  afylum.  It  was  hot  tilt  the  terrible 
moment  when  the  mountain,  roaring,  threw 
“  forth  a  deluge  of  fire,  the  heavens  in  flames, 
and  the  earth  quaking,  pfefented  on  all  fides 
“  the  inevitable  horrors  of  a  thoufand  deaths, 
that,  through  the  ruined  walls  of  the  facred 
inclofure,  1  fought,  feized,  and  bore  ofi*  Co- 
ra. 


She  hath  told  you  that  flie  yielded  !  and 
who  would  not  have  yielded  like  her  !  Is  a  law 
to  extinguifli  in  us  the  feelings  of  nature  fuffi- 
cient  to  lupprefs  its  emotions  ?  Ye  require 
“  from  youth  the  infenflbility  of  old-age  !  from 
weaknefs  the  moft  arduous  conqueft  of  flrength 
<<  and  virtue!  Ah!  it  is  fuperftition,  that,  in 
the  name  or  a  God,  commands  you  to  be  eru-  ~ 
ei.  Will  ye  obey  its  dictates?  Da  ye  forget 
that  the  God,  whom  ye  worfliip,  is,  in  your  . 
eflimation,  goodnefs  itfelf?  What!  can  the 
Sun,  who  himfelf  is  the  iource  of  fertility,  can 
he,  who  enables  every  being  to  propagate  its  - 
kind,  rhake  it  criminal  to  love  !  This  paflion 
“  is  itfblf  an  emanation  from  him  by  whom  ye 
are  enlivened.  It  is  the  fame  genial  principle 
“  that  pervades  metals,  plants,  the  veins  of  ani- 
mals,  and,  more  than  all,  the  heart  of  man, 

<<  it  is  this  fire  that  ye  worfliip  in  its  inexhaufli- 
ble  foiirce.  Ye  condemn  its  influence;  and-. 


r 


a 

a 

u 


becaufe  a  virgin,  innocent,  feeble  and  timid, 
hath  yielded  to  the  mofl;  natural  emotions  of 
the  heart,  and  the  moll:  delightful  that  Hea¬ 
ven  hath  infpired,  hei*  father,  her  mother,  her 
fiflers,  and  brothers  will  be  condemned  to  pe- 

< ‘  rifh 
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rifli  with  her,  in  the  midft  of  torments !  No, 

“  people,  I  call  to  witnefs  your  God  and  mine, 

“  for  the  Sun  is  his  image,  that  thefe  horrors 
“  cannot  bc'^grateful  to  him  ;  and  that  the  law 
which  commands  them,  he  never  prefcrib- 
ed.  A  man  was  its  author ;  it  came  from 
fome  jealous,  proud,  and  tyrannical  king, 
who  attributed  to  his  God  a  heart  like  his 
«  own. 

“Ye  have  been  told  that  the  Sun  hath  made 
“  it  a  crime  for  his  prieftefs  to  become  a  mother, 
and  that  to  expiate  the  crime,  the  moft  horrid 
“  torments  are  necelTary ;  ye  have  been  told  it, 

“  and  your  (implicity  was  credulous  !  Alas  I  and 
were  not  your  fathers  alfo  told  that  their  gods, 

“  the  fnake,  the  vulture,  and  the  tyger,  required 
“  of  a  mother  to  fpill  on  their  altars,  the  blood 
“  of  her  innocent  fuckling  *,  and  like  you,  the 
“  mother,  devoutly  cruel,  facrificed  her  babe. 

“  This  worfliip  ye  have  abolifhed  ;  and  your’s 
not  lefs  barbarous,  is  ftill  more  irrational.” 
Then,  like  one  infpired  by  a  God,  and  as 
though  the  God  himfelf  had  fpoken  from  his 
mouth  :  “  O  king,  ye  people,”  cried  he,  “  learn 
“  to  diftinguifh  by  infallible  proofs  between  that 
“-  truth  which  comes  from  Heaven,  and  the  er- 
“  rors  of  men.  Call:  your  eyes  on  nature  :  ob- 
ferve  the  order  and  defign  that  every  where 
«  appear.  Whoever  the  God  may  be  that  pre- 
fides  over  this  immutable  order,  which  himfelf 
“  hath  eftablifhed,  he  hath  adapted  to  it  his 
“  laws.  And  of  what  import  to  this  eternal  pr- 
“  der,  is  the  vow  that  a  young  and  feeble  mor- 
“  tal  hath  imprudently  made,  to  wither,  like  a 
“  frultlefs  plant,  in  the  languor  of  fterility  ? 

,  “  Was 
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“  Was  tills  what  nature,  when  (he  formed  her,  , 
“  enjoined?”  Behold,”  faid  he,  feizing  the 
veil  of  Cora,  and  rending  it,  with  a  boldnefs  . 
that  Gommanded  refpedl,  “  behold  this  bofom ; 
thefe  are  the  proofs  for  what  her  God  hath 
defigned  her.  From  thefe  two  fources  of  life, 

“  acknowledge  the  right,  and  the  facred  duty  of 
becoming  a  mother.  It  is  thus  that  the  God, 
who  forms  nothing  in  vain,  declares,  and  ex-  ' 
plains  his  defigns.” 

During  this  addrefs  of  Alonzo,  a  confufed 
murmur  prevailed  among  the  multitude,  indicat¬ 
ing  a  change  in  their  minds.  The  monarch  avail¬ 
ed  himfelf  of  the  moment  to  fix  their  convic¬ 
tion.  He  fpeaks,”  faid  he,  the  language 
of  reafon,  and  reafon  is  fuperior  to  law.  No, 
“  my  people,  I  muft  confefs  that  this  cruel  lavv 
‘‘  was.  not  given  by  the  wife  Manco  :  his  luccef- 
fors  framed  it ;  they  thought  to  become  ac- 
“  ceptable  to  the  God,  whofe  injury  they  aveng- 
ed,  but  they  were  miftaken.  This  error  ex- 
ifts  no  longer ;  the  truth  refumes  its  rights. 
Let  us  thank  this  ftranger,  who  hath  unde- 
“  ceived  us,  enlightened  us,  and  induced  us  to 
revoke  an  inhuman  law.  This  is  too  important 
“  a  benefit  not  to  efface  an  unfortunate  impru- 
dence.  Let  the  priefteffes  of  the  Sun  have  no 
“  other  reftraint  but  a  pure  and  voluntary  zeal ; 

and  let  thofe,  who  repent  the  temerity  of  their 
“  vow,*be  inftantly  abfolved  from  it.  A  juft 
“  God  cannot  defire  to  be  ferved  with  relu<ftance; 
“  and  his  altars  were  never  raifed  to  be  furround- 
“  ed  by  fiaves.” 

Thus  fpoke  the  prince,  animated  by  the  dou¬ 
ble  joy  of  abolifliing  a  deftrudive  abufe,  and  pre-. 
ferving  the  life  of  a  friend.  The  aged  father  of 

Cora, 
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Cora,  proftrated  himfelf,  with  his  children,  at  • 
the  knees  of  the  monarch  ;  all  the  people,  with 
hands  lifted  towards  Heaven,  broke  forth  in 
ihouts  of  joy  ;  Alonzo,  in  triumph,  threw  him- 
.  felf  at  the  feet  of  his  miftrefs.  Alas  !  Ihe  had  * 
-^gain  fainted  in  ihe  arms  of  her  mother,  and  her 
eyes  ftill  dim  were  unable  to  perceive  her  lover. 
On  feeing  him  facrifice  himfelf  for  her  fake,  an¬ 
xiety,  afFe(Stion  and  terror  had  overwhelmed  her. 
Cold,  trembling,  inanimate',  her  feeble  knees 
finking  under  her,  fhe  hung  reclined  on  the  bread: 
of  her  mother,  who,  fuppofing  fhe  had,  for  the 
lafl:  time,  embraced  her,  had  not  the  cruelty  to 
call  her  back  to  life.  It  was  the  cry  of  nature 
that  reached  to  Heaven  from  the  hearts  of  fathers, 
mothers,  and  a  whole  people,  in  unifon,  that  re¬ 
animated  her  fenfes.  She  returned  from  the 
dumber  of  death,  refpired,  opened  her  eyes  and 
faw  herfelf  in  the  arms  of  Alonzo,  who  in  tran- 
fports  faid  as  he  embraced  her  :  Live,  dear  ob- 
“  je£t  of  my^heart ;  thou  art  mine ;  the  fatal  law 
“  is  no  more.— What  fay  you  ?  what  do  you, 
unhappy  man  ?”  Taid  fhe,  begone  and  let 

“  me  die.” - N^,  thou  fhalt  live,”  replied 

Alonzo.  “  Nature  ahdjove  have  prevailed  ;  the 
“  facred  names  of  father  and  mother  are  no  long- 
“  er  criminal  in  us.”  At  thefe  words,  Cora,  in 
the  excefs  of  furprife  and  of  joy,  fighed,  prefled 
to  her  breaft  her  lover  and  her  deliverer ;  and 
too  weak  to  fupport  fo  violent  and  fudden  a  re- 
verfe,  fainted  once  more. 

Whilfi:  Alonzo  was  employed  in  recovering 
her,  the  people  pfefTed  around  to  fee  and  con¬ 
gratulate  them.  A  father,  a  mother  diftra^led, 
their  children  fiill  trembling,  Cora,  who  in  the 

arms 


/ 


112 


THE  I  N  C  A  *5 


arms  of  Alonzo  with  difficulty  was  recalled  to  i 
life,  the  anxiety,  the  agitation,  the  tendernefs 
of  her  lover,  who  feared  left  (he  fhould  inftantly  , 
expire,  the  joy  and  rapture  of  the  people  around 
them,  all  united  to  form  fo  delightful  a  fcene, 
that  Jthe  king,  the  Incas,  and  the  Mexican  he- 

roes  could  not  refrain  from  tears.  Amazili  efpe- 
cially,  and  her  faithful  Telafco  partook  of  their 
tr^nfport.  Ah!  Telafco/’  faid  this  charm¬ 
ing  maid,  how  happy  will  thefe  lovers  be  1  - 
They,  like  us,  experience  a  tranfition  from  . 
the  excefs  of  misfortune  to  fupreme  felicity. 
How  fincerely  will  they  love  one  another  I” — 
As  we  do,”  faid  Telafco.  Heaven  has  be- 
“  flowed  upon  them  two  hearts  entirely  like 
ours.” 

The  crowd  retiring,  and^  the  monarch,  with 
the  Incas,  having  re-entered  the  palace,  Cora 
and  her  lover  were  called  ;  and  the  prieft  fpoke 
to  them  to  this  effe£l.  Cora^is  free.  A  God 
who  wills  nothing  but  love,  can  never  require 
«  conftraint;  and  I  have  the  fatisfaflion,  before 
I  go  down  to  my  grave,  to  fee,  from  among 
the  number  of  his  laws,  a  cruel  one  expunged, 
«  which  was  not  worthy  of  him.  But,  in  his 
«  fight,  the  fanftity  of  marriage  is  inviolable. 
«  He  requires  that  interchange  of  mutual  fide- 
lity  in  his  prefence  fliall  confecrate  the  tyes.” 

_ cf  Ah  !  Heaven  and  earth  are  my  witneffes,” 

cried  Alonzo,  that  I  am  the  hufband  of  Cora*, 
that  file  is  the  half,  of  myfelf ;  that  ftre^  hath 
«  received  my  plighted  faith,  that  my  life  is  de- 
voted  to  her*,  and  that  it  is  my  moft  facred 
“  duty  to  deferve  her  love.  I  only  afk,  wdfe  and 


««  virtuous  Incas,  that  we  may  deliberate  whether 
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your  religion  or  that  of  my  country  be  more 
**  worthy  of  the  God,  whom  the  univerfe  ought 
^^"to  adore.  I  hope  that  we  fhall  foon  have  but 
‘'  one  altar;  and  that,  at  the  foot  of  this  altar, 
under  the  eyes  of  the  fupreme  Being,  the  re- 
ligion  moft  acceptable  to  him  may  lanflify  the 
vows  of  nature  and  of  love.” 


j. 
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Superstition  which  ranges  the  eartU 
with  hallowed  chains  to  fetter  the  nations,  was 
enraged  to  behold  the  abrogation  of  the  only  law  ^ 
that  die  had  didlated  to  the  worflaippers  of  the 
Sun.  But,  to  confole  herfelf,  Ihe  turned  her 
eyes  toward  Europe  where  Ihe  reigned,  and 
Spain,  where  Ihe  had  eftablhhed  the  dreadful 
feat  of  her  empire.  Her  triumph  was  there  pre¬ 
paring  ;  and  it  was  at  the  time  of  celebrating  her 
abominable  feftival,  when  the  flaip  of  Pizarro, 
having  eroded  the  vaft  feas,  entered  that  famous 


i  *  Superption.']  Fanaticifm  is  the  phrenzy  of  zeal,  Su-, 
perftition  is  the  delirium  of  piety.  The  one  is  the  difeafe  of 
I  violent  fpirits,  the  other  of  weak  minds.  .  Both  profane 
religion  j  the  one  by  its  furies,  and  the  other  by  its  fears. 

I  gulph  *, 
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gulph  through  which  the  ocean  opens  for  it- 
felf^a  pafTage  to  the  ihores  of  Egypt  and  of  Scy-‘i 
thia.  I 

This  great  man,  entirely  occupied  with  the  | 
importance  of  his  meafures,  was  revolving  ia'| 
deep  reflexion  the  formidable  difficulties  that;| 
might  embarrafs  their  progrefs.  Of  thefe,  one  I 
was  the  lituation  of  his  fortune.  The  little  gold  | 
he  had  acquired  in  his  hrfl  vayage  was  loft  and  | 
diffipated  by  his  companions,  to  whom  it  had  | 
been  intrufted.  His  undertaking,  which  from  I 
the  beginning  was  accounted  a  mad  one,  had  now'l 
no  advocate.  All  confidence  in  it  and  the  affifi:-.  | 
artce  depending  upon  it  were  loft.  Nothing  lels  i 
than  the  favour  of  the  prince  was  able  tp  revive  I 
it.  V  But,  with  what  horror  ought  the  court  of  | 
Spain  to  have  been  filled,  at  the  ravages  and  bar-  |i 
.barities  that  were  exercifed  in  America.?  Are  | 
not  thefe  ravagers  and  fcourges  of  India  held  in  I 
execration  by  their  country,  aftonifhed  at  their  | 
excefies  ?  A  young  king  efpecially,  whom  the  I 
lull  of  wealth  had  not  yet  corrupted,  mufi:  de-,| 
tefi:  them  ;  and  from  the  opinion  he  entertains  j 
of  their  ferocious  difpolitions,  mufir  confider  eve-  i 
ry  folicitor  as  applying  for  a  licence  to  imitate  I 
their  example,  and  render  his  reign  odious  to  the 
people  of  another  hemifphere.  The  lamenta- 
tions  of  nature,  the  cries  of  religion,  its  minif-  • 
ters  thundering  and  darting  forth  anathemas  on  ' 
thofe  who  had  rendered  it  the  accomplice  of  their 
facrilegious  devaftations  ;  fuch  were  the  thoughts  ^ 
that  occupied  Pizarro,  when  a  favourable  gale  j 


The  Gulph  of  Cadiz, 
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brought  him  to  the  ihores  of  Andalufia,  and  the 
diarbour  of  Palos,  from  whence  embarked  the 
intrepid  Columbus,  when  on  the  faith  of  a  ma¬ 
riner,  whom  {forms  had  inftru6fed  he  went  to 
^difcover  this  unhappy  New  World. 

Pizarro,  on  his  arrival,  took  care  to  publifh 

The  news  of  his  return  at  Xruxillo,  the  place  of 

his 


♦  mom  forms  had  'znfruaed.']  In  fourteen  hundred  and 

eighty  four,  Alonzo  Sanches  de  Huelua,  going  from  the  Ca¬ 
naries  to  Madeira,  had  been  driven,  it  is  faid,  almt^  to  St. 
Domingo.  He  returned  to  Terccra  with  only  four  of  his  com¬ 
panions.  In  this  ifland  Chriftopher  Columbus,  a  famous  pi¬ 
lot,  by  birtli  a  Genoefe,  received  them.  They  all  died  in  his 
houfe,  and  it  is  reported,  that  from  their  journal  he  undertook 

the  difeovery  of  America.  r  n  •  i. 

As  M.  Marmontel,  by  implicitly  following  the 

writers  of  Spain,  appears  in  the  lift  of  thofe  who  have  fought 
to  rob  Columbus  of  his  honeft  and  well-earned  glory  the  fol¬ 
lowing  note  is  ihferted  with  the  view  of  afeertaining  the  juf- 
tice  of  his  claim.  Should  this  volume  ever  reach  M.  Mar- 
MONTEL  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  approve  the  motive. 

Dr.  Robertson's  Hiftory  of  America,  vol.  I.  P.434* 

Some  Spanifti  authors,  with  the  meannefs  of  national 
jealoufy,  have  endeavoured  to  detradl  from  the  glory  of  Co- 
“  lumbus,  by  infinuating  that  he  was  led  to  the  difeovery  of 
“  the  New  World,  not  by  his  own  inventive,  or  enterprifing 
“  genius,  but  by  information  which  he  had  received.  Ac- 
«  cording  to  their  account,  a  veffel  having  been  driven  from 
“  its  courfe  by  eafterly  winds,  was  carried  before  them  far  to 
“  the  weft,  and  landed  on  the  coaft  of  an  unknown  country, 
“  from  which  it  returned  with  difficulty  ;  the  pilot,  and  three 
“  failors,  being  the  only  perfons  of  the  crew  that  furvived  the 
difereffes  which  they  fufFered>  from  want  of  provifions  and 
“  fatigues  in  thi§  long  voyage.  In  a  few  days  after  their  ar- 
“  rival,  all  the  four  died,  but  the  pilot  having  been  received 
“  into  the  houfe  of  Columbus,  his  intimate  friend,  difclofed 
“  to  him,  before  his  death,  the  fecret  of  the  difeovery.  which 
“  he  had  accidentally  made,  and  left  him  his  papers  contain- 
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his  birth  ;  and  went  immediately  to  Seville,  where  " 
the  young  king  kept  his  court.’  The  titter  to' 
obferve  the  manners  and  diipolitions  of  the  new 
court,  Pizarro  vilited  it  in  difguife.  Every  ob¬ 
ject:  in  this  deplorable  country  appeared  changed, 
and  the  alteration  drew  forth  his  hghs. 

His  ilrft  aftonhhment  arofe  from  the  folitude 
of  the  cities  and  the  Jefertiop  of  the  country, 
through  which  a  contagion  Teemed  to  have  palTed. 
What  then,”  faid  he  to  himfelf,  ‘‘is  it  to 

“  ing  a  journal  of  the  voyage,  which  ferved  as  a  guide  to 
“  Columhiis  in  his  undertaking.  Gomara,  as  far  as  I  know, 

“  is  the  firft  who  puhli fixed  thisftory,  Hift.  c.  13.  Every  cir- 
“  cumfliance  is  deftitiue  of  evidence  to  fupport  it.  Neither 
the  name  of  the  veiTel  nor  its  deflination  is  known.  Some 
**  pretend  that  it  belonged  to  one  of  the  fea-port  town^n  An- 
daluTia,  and  was  failing  either  to  the  Canaries,  or  to  Ma- .. 

‘  deira  ;  others  that  it  was  a  Bifcayaner  fn  its  way  to  Eng« 

“  land;  others  a  Portuguefe  Ihip  trading  on  the  coafl  of  Gui¬ 
nea.^  The  name  of  the  pilot”  [whence  M.  Marmont  el  x 
learnt  it  he  has  not  inforiped.  us,  any  more  than  the  time  of 
the  difcovery,  or  deftiiiation  or  the  voyage j  “  is  alike  un« 
known,  as  well  as  chat  of  the  port  in  which  he  landed  on 
“  his  return.  According  to  fonxe,  it  was  in  Portugal  •  ac- 
“  cording  to  others  in  Madeira,  or  the  Azores.  The  year  in 
“  which  this  voyage  was  made  is  no  lefs  uncertain  Mon- 
fons  Nav.  Pradts,  ChurcJiill,  III.  37 1 ,  No  mention  is 
“  made  of  this  pilot  or  his  dicoveries  by  And.  Bernaldes,  or  ' 
Pet.  Martyr,  the  contemporaries  of  Columbus.  Herrera, 
with  his  ufual  judgment,  pafles  over  it  in  filence.  Oviedo 
takes  notice  of  cnis  report,  but  conliders  it  as  a  tale  fit  only 
“  to  amufe  the  vulgar.  Hiil,  iib.  11.  c.  2.  As  Columbus 
held  his  courfe  diiedily  well  from  the  Canaries,  and  never 
varied  it,  feme  latter  authors  have  fnppofed,  that  this  uni¬ 
formity  is  a  p>roof  of  his  having  been  guided  by  fome  pre¬ 
vious  iufoimation.  But  they  do  not  recoiledt  the  principles 
on  which  he  founded  axl  his  hopes  of  fnecefs,  that  by  hold¬ 
ing  a  wellerly,  courfe  he  muH  certainly  arrive  at  thofe  regi-'  ■ 
ons  of  the  Ealt  deferibed  by  the  ancients.  His  firm  belief  • 
of  his  own  fyftem  led  him  to  take  that  courfe,  and  to  pur- 
“  Jue  it  without  deviation.” 

throw 
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throw  tbemfelves  into  the  deferts  of  the  new 
**  world,  that  thefe  fertile  and  happy  fields  have 
“  been^  forfaken  Nor  was  he  lefs  furprifed  at 
the  auftere  referve  and  the  myflerious  and  taciturn 
gravity  of  this  people,  who  formerly  were  fhewy, 
fprightly,  full  of  candour  and  opennefs,  preferv- 
ing  a  dignity  even  in  their  pleafures,  and  a  mag¬ 
nificence  in  their  feafts.  Anxiety  and  dejedtion 
were  now  painted  on  every  face  ;  diftrufi  appear*- 
ed  in  every  eye  *,  and  fear  comprefTed  every 
heart.. 

Immediately  on  his  arrival  at  Seville,  he  vifited 
every  part  of  the  city,  and  found  filence  and 
mourning  wherever  he  came.  Accidentally  en¬ 
tering  an  extenfive  fquare,  which  v'as  furround- 
by  churches  and  palaces,  he  beheld  in  the  midfl 
of  it  a  large  pile,  and  near  it  a  throne,  adorned 
vdth  purple  and  gold.  He  flopped  to  contem¬ 
plate,  this  folemn  preparation,  and  faw  a  multi¬ 
tude  approaching  but  without  tumult,  and  pre- 
ferving  a  gloomy  filence,  like  that  whiclv  terror 
infpires.  He  enquired  of  every  one  arounxi  him 
what  facrilege,  what  parricide,  was  to  be  punifhed 
with  fo  much  folemnity,  and  whether  the  king 
were  to  prefide  at  the  execution  of  criminals,  as 
the  fplendor  of  the  throne  feemed  to  intimate. 
But  no  perfon  apUvered.  Whoever  you  be/* 
at  length  laid  an  old  man  of  whom  he  had  en- 
L  quired;  “  either  ceafe  your  attempts  to  inveigle  us, 
“  or  if  you  have  no  fucli  intention,  look,  hear, 

;  “  and  tremble  like  ourfelvesd* 

I  Pizarro  Ibpn  lieheld  the  terrible  train  of  judges 
and  avengers  of  the  faith  approaching.  He  law 
them  alcend  and  feat  themfelves  on  this  awful 
throne.  Serenity  appeared  on  their  faces,  and 
pleafure  fparkled  in  their  eyes. 

The 
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The  \a£lims  advanced,  the  pile  was  kindled. 

A  crowd  of  wretches,  pale,  trembling,  bent  be-  n 
neath  the  preffure  of  their  chains,  came  forward  ' 
to  receive  their  fentence.  And  this  decree,  i 
which  condemned  them  to  be  burned  alive,  was  ; 
pronounced  with  the  tender  and  affecting  tone  of  -  ^ 
charitable  affiftance  and  indulgent  goodnefs.  -  ’ 

The  young  king  had  required  that,  at  lead:,  in 
this  dreadful  moment  when  they  received  their  / 
fentence,  it  iliould  be  permitted  them,  before 
the  people,  and  in  the  view  of  Heaven,  to  fpeak, 
defend  themfelves  and  utter  their  complaints  r  a 
weak  confolation  which  he  wiihed  to  oppofe  to 
the  rigours  of  this  tribunal,  but  which,  having  ' 
irritated  the  judges,  was  treated  as  an  infult,  and  ; 
allowed  to  be  pra^ifed  but  once. 

In  this  number  was  an  old  man,  who  had  been  ' 
furprifed  in  the  obfervation  of  judaical  rites.  In  ; 
his  early  youth  promifes  and  threatnings  had  pre¬ 
vailed  on  him  to  abjure  his  religion,  but  his  mind 
hill  retaining  the  impreffions  received  from  the  : 
faith  of  his  fathers,  reproached  him  for  having 
defected  it,  and  induced  him  again  to  embrace 
it ;  in  privacy  and  fear,  he  had  addrelTed  to  Hea¬ 
ven  the  devotions  of  ancient  Sion.  His  crime  ,, 
was  difcovered,  and  now  on  the  brink  of  the  -  - 
grave  he  fhunned  not  to  avow.pt ;  he  proceeded  , 
to  his  puhidunent,  as  a  victim  to  the  altar.  But  ' 
when  he  heard  that  all  his  goods,  given  up  to  the 
avarice  of  his  judges,  were  dripped  from  his  chil- 
dren,  his  fortitude  inftantly  forfook  him.  “Bar-  . 
“  barians  !”  faid  he,  “is  it  thus  that  you>de- 
“  vour  your  prey  ?  I  deferved  death,  when  I  be- 
“  trayed  my  foul,  when  I  difavowed  with  my 
“  mouth  what  I  revered  in  my  heart ;  but  what 
“  have  my  children  done  that  they  muft  be  drip- 

^  ‘  ped 
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“  ped  of  the  little  property  I  left  them  ?  They  . 
‘‘  have  borne,  from  their^  cradle,  the  yoke  of 
your  new  law  :  I  gave  them  up  to  you.  Ah  | 
“  leave  their  mother,  to  feed  tliefe  unfortunate 
“  fufferers,  one  loaf  fprinkled  with  my  blood, 
“  and  let  them  fteep  it  in  their  tears.” 

'  “  What  then,”  anfwered  him  with  a  placid 
countenance,  the, chief  of  this  horrible  tribunal. 
“  know  you  not  that  God  vifits  the  fins  of  the 
“  fathers  upon  the  children  ,  and  that  whatever 
“  belonged  to  thofe  who  rebel  againfi;  him  be-' 
comes  the  property  of  the  minifiers  of  his 
“  vengeiance,  as  the  entrails  of  the  vijflims  are  al- 
lotted  to  the  priefi:  j  that  the  flave  has  not  any 
“  thing,  which  is  not  his  mafter’s  and,  in  a 
<«  word,  that  fuch  as  you  are  born  fiaves  among- 
“  Chriftians.  If  thofe  goods,  which  no  longer 
“  '^re  yours,  be  referved  to  ourfelves,  it  is  toufe 
“  them  better;  and  how  can  the  property  of 
Infidels  be  more  properly  employed,  than  to 
“  reward  the  defenders  of  the  faith  If  the  la- 
««  bourer  be  worthy  of  his  hire,  fhall  he  that 
“  purfues  error  be  deprived  of  his  recompence  ? 
“  and  is  it  not  very  juft  that  an  accurfed  race 
“  fhould  pay,  at  their  death,  for  the  laborious 
“  and  falutary  care  of  their  extermination  ?” 

:  Shamelefs  and  faithlefs  men,”  cries  the  old 

man,  “  the  fecular  arm  is  at  your  dire<ftion,  and 
;  «  your  hypocrify  infolently  abufes  the  power  of 
opprefiing  us.  But  tremble  left  Heaven,  at 
!  “  length  Ihould  no  longer  fufFer  itfelf .  .  They 
j  prevented  him  from  proceeding  ,  and  he  w^as  in- 
ftantly  caft  into  the  flames. 

The  next  was  a  young  man,  artlefs  and  timid, 
i  who  was  born  amongft  Chriftians,  educated  in 

their 
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their  belief,  and  not  having  even  an  idea  of  the  i< 
errors  laid  to  his  charge.  He  loved  a  girl  as  art-^ 
lefs,  as  devout,  and  as  traftable  as  himfelf  who  ^ 
loved  him  in  return  ;  an  enraged  rival  accufed 
him  of  herefy  j  and  this  villain  had  for  his  ac- 
complice  a  confident  worthy  of  himfelf.  In  dun-  , 
geons,  and  under  tortures,  the  unfortunate  youth 
had  a  thoufand  times  invoked  earth  and  heaven  / 
to  witnefs  his  orthodoxy  and  his  jrinocence  ;  but 
he  was  not  regarded.  On  appearing  before  his 
judges  and  feeing  the  pile,  his  lamentations  and  , 
cries  were  redoubled.  “  Minifters  of  the  God  / 
I  worihip,  and  ye  O  people,”  faid  he,  I . 
“  declare  with  my  dying  breath  that  1  have  lived 
“  faithful  to  the  religion  of  my  fathers.  I  be-  p 
^  “  lieve  all  that  our  paftors  have  taught  me  from  ^ 

my  childhood.  Let  me  be  informed  into  what  " 
**  error  I  have  involuntarily  fallen  ;  I  will  abjure  ^ 
and  deteft  it.  What  afk  ye  more  “  We  _ 

require  from  you  a  fincere  confeHion  of  your  - 

“  guilt.” - I  am  ignorant  of  any.  Let  me, 

at  leaft,  be  confronted  with  my  accufers.  Let 
“  thefe  appear  and  conviift  me  in  your  prefence.” 

- No,”  rejoined  they:  the  intereft  of  _ 

the  faith  does  not  permit  us  to  difcover  thofe 
“  who  v/atch  over  its  fafety  and  inform  us  of 
errors.  Have  you  not  yourfelf  declared  that 
“  you  have  no  enemies?” — “  Alas  !  no  :  I  hate 
no  one,  and  I  know  not  any  one  who  can  hate 

if  me.” - — “  Well  then,  it  is  not  hatred,  but 

‘‘  zeal,  that  accufes  youj  and  a  zeal  that  deferves 

our  credit.” - — O  my  father!”  faid  the  ■ 

youth  to  a  Religious,  who  was  exhorting  him  to. 
prepare  for  death,  1  am  loath  to  die  ;  thefe  / 
“  flames  make  me  fliudder.  Tell  me  what  con- 

“  felTion 

( 
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“  feffion  Is  expelled  from  me ;  and  innocent  as 

‘‘  I  am  I  will  accufe  inyfelf.” - “  I  teach  you 

falfhood  !”  faid  this  man,  devoutly  cruel. 
God  forbid.  No,  my  Ton,  rather  fufFer  as^a 
“  martyr  than  delude  your  judges.  After  all, 
flatter  not  yourfelf  that  this  tardy  confeflioii 
can  avail  you.  It  is  now  too  late.  Your  guilt 
‘‘  fhould  have  been  acknowledged  during  your 
confinement ;  at  the  approach  of  puniihment, 
“  it  is  not  true  repentance  that  fpeaks,  but  fear ; 
‘‘  and  the  language  extorted  by  fear  will  not  be 
‘‘  regarded.”  On  this  the  young  man  gave  way 
to  the  impulfe  of  grief,  and  the  tears  that  guilted 
down  his  cheeks,  were  accompanied  by  thofe  of 
the  beholders.  O  God  !”  faid  he,  they 
tell  me  that  thy  pure  and  holy  religion  is  the 
fupport  of  innocence  ;  yet  thy  minillers  !”  .  .  . 
They  interrupted  him  to  be  dragged  to  the 
pile. 

Whilfi;  a  wreath  of  flames  enveloped  him  alive, 
and  his  flarieks  pierced  all  hearts,  a  Moor,  of  al- 
moft  the  fame  age,  but  more  hardy  and  coura¬ 
geous,  was  condemned  as  a  blafphemer  for  hav¬ 
ing  murmured  againfl:  fanaticifm  and  its  hateful 
tribunal.  They  pronounced  fcntence  upon  him, 
and  at  the  fame  time  exhorted  him  to  declare 
before  God  and  man  who  could  have  infligated 
him  againfl:  the  avengers  of  the  faith.  ‘‘  Ye 
people,”  cried  he  with  indignation,  know 
ye  whom  they  would  have  me  accufe  ?  It  is 
“  my  father  :  they  have  named  him  to  me  in  my 
chains,  as  the  accomplice  whom  they  earneftly 
“  urge  me  to  impeach.  It  is  he  whom  they  wifli 
me  to  drag  to  torture.  They  promife  me  in- 
dulgence  if  I  would  be  fo  bafe  and  unnatural 
VoL.  II.  G  as 
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«  as  to  blacken  andi  flander  the  author  of  my  v 
«  life.  Ah  1  fo  far  from  accufing  him,  I  call 
«  ail  the  powers  of  Heaven  to  teftify  his  inno-  - 
cence.  'He  groans  like  you,  but  it  is  in  the  ■ 
«  recelTes  of  his  foul;  and  unlefs  tears  be  ofFen-,  ■ 
five  to  our  tyrants,  he  will  never  offend  them. 
More  impatient  than  himfelf,  I  have  fpoken,  • 
“  I  have  loudly  execrated  this  odious  tyranny. 

I  have  demanded,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,^ 
««  from  what  hatred  of  truth,  from  what  horror  ; 
<«  of  innocence,  the  natural  and  facred  rights  of; 

a  lawful  defence  hath  been  forbidden  the  ac-;; 
«  cufed  ?  Why  muft  the  accufer,  exempted  froin-' 
**  appearing,  be  allowed  to  ftrike  in  the  dark,  ■ 
like  a  cowardly  affaffin,  and  remaining  wrap- 
“  ped  up  in  the  mantle  of  the  judge,  be  yet  ac-_^ 
counted  a  witnefs  ?  This  infernal  proceduie, 
“  this  iniquitous  preparation,  thefe  chains,  thefe 
prifons,  thefe  dungeons,  a  dreadful  filence,  all, 
the  fnares  of  artifice  and  falfehood,  to  fur- 
««  prife,  or  to  terrify  an  unhappy  creature  given  , 
up  to  calumny,  to  the  moft  fubtle  and  black-,: 
eft  fraud  ;  do,  thefe  are  my  inftigators  againft 
“  them.  They  hear  me,  my  freedom  wounds 
“  them.  They  will  punifh  me;  but  a  day  will 
come  when  thefe  villains  will  be  unmalked, 
**  and  their  crimes  will  recoil  on  themfelves,  Ijke 
a  deluge  augmented  by  the  vengeance  of  Hea- 

ven.^^ 

At  thefe  words  wrenching  himfelf  from  the 
'  hold  of  his  attendant  :  “  Let  me  alone,”  faid  he, 
««  I  acknowlegde  not  the  God  whom  my  execu- 
«  fioners  worfhip.  O  God  of  juftice,^  God  ot 
clemency,  father  of  all  men,  cried  he,  re- 

«  ceive  my  foul.”  And  voluntarily  drag- 

ging 
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ging  his  chains^  he  threw  himfelf  Into  the 
flames. 

He  was  followed  by  a  crowd  of  youths  of  both 
fexes,  who  had  been  privately  educated  under 
the  law  oF  the  Koran,  and  for  this  crime  were 
now  given  up  to  the  inquifltdrs  of  the  Faith. 
They  were  promifed  to  be  faved  from  punifli- 
ment,  if  they  would  become  Chriftians,  Weak, 
fearful,  and  credulous,  the  accepted  the  condi¬ 
tion,  and  were  immediately  led  to  the  pile.  They 
claimed  the  promife,  on  the  faith  of  which  they 
had  renounced  their  religion.-  This  promife,’’ 
it  was  replied,  “  will  be  accomplilhed  in  another 
«  life.  Ye  will  be  faved  from  a  punifliment,  in 
“  comparifon  of  whfch  the  prefent  is  nothing. 
“  My  children,  confider  only  that  ye  die  in  the 
“  faith,  arid  too  happy,  in  fubmitting  to  fo  flight 
“  an  expiation,  refign  yourfelves  without  a  mur- 
mur.”  Their  tears  were  ineifeflual ;  and  from 
the  midft  of  the  flames  into  which  they^were 
thrown,  their  arms  were  extended  in  vain  ;  their 
fuppliant  arms  fell ;  and  the  whole  of  them  were 
foon,  after  .confumed. 

Pizarro  (who,  at  a  dlftance  from  the  tribunal, 
had  heard  only  the  cries,  on  feeing  thefe  victims 
heaped  up  on  the  pile  and  devoured  by  the  flames, 
while  the  air-refounded  with  holy  fongs  of  joy, 
and  the  pious  fanatics,  lifting  their  hands  to  hea- 
'ven’ofiered  the  fmoke  for  incenfe)  flriken  with 
terror  and  compaffion,  faid  to  himfelf:  Hath 

I  Spain  cdianged  the  obje(fl:  of  her  worfliip  ?  Hath 
'  “  flie  adopted  the  Gods  of  India,  whom  the 
!  “  the  favages  adore,  and  whomi  they  imbrue  in 
1  “  their  blood  He  beheld  the  people,  penflve 
and  intimidated,  difperfe  *,  he  left  the  fcene  j  and 

G  2  on 
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on  returning  to  his  apartments  there  found  Gon-  ? , 
zalo,  one  of  his  brothers,  who,  being  impatient  n , 
to  fee  him,  was  come  to  Seville.  i 


CHAP.  XLII. 


A  FTP R  the  firft  emotions  of  tendernefs  and  ' 
joy,  Pizarro,  haying  taken  proper  care  that  theii : 
converlation  might  neither  be  over-heard  nor  in- ; 
terrupted,  began  with  a  recital  of  his  adventures., 
to  Gonzalo.  This  was  followed  by  a  difcovery  ■ ' 
of  hi§,  intended  voyage  ;  and  he  concluded  with  ' 
inquiring  what  ftrange  revolution  had  happened 
during  his  abfence,  in  the  genius,  manners,  and 
religion  of  his  country,  and  what  horrible  fehi-v'i 
val  he  had  juft  beheld  celebrated  ?  j 

(t  You  were  too  young  and  obfure,  when  you  i 
«  left  this  country,”  laid  Gonzalo,  “  to  be 
«  quainted  with  fuch  feenes  *,  but  as  the  fuccefs  of 
your  fortune  depends  upon  them,  it  is  proper 
“  dhat  I  fliould  inform  you.  Attend  then,  my 

brother,  and  ligh.  . 

“  The  Moors,  our  conquerors,  we»e  diiperled 

“  thro’  Spain  •,  wherever  they  came  they  brought 

with  them  arts,  agriculture,  and  commerce  *, 

«  and  while  they  inftruaed  the  minds  of  the 

«  people,  they  foftened  the  ferocity  of  their  man- 

“  ners.  The  profperity,  grandeur,  and  opi^ 

«  lence  of  the  kingdom,  which  was  cultivated, 

en*  I 
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««  enriched,  adorned  by  their  labours,  deferved 
“  to  have  obliterated  their  invalion  and  ravages. 

«  When  conquered,  in  their  turn,  they  only 
allced  for  that  freedom  which  the  laws  allow- 
«  ed,  and  offered  to  live  in  fubjedtion  to  our 
«  kings,  if  they  might  praaife  the  religion  of 
««  their  fathers  *,  and  had  not  Ifabella  been  blinded 
by  fuperftition,  no  reign  would  have  ever  been 
“  more  happy  or  illuftrious  than  her’s.  But  this 
««  queen,  who  was  poffcffed  of  genius  and  cou- 
«  rage  equal  to  the  greateft  of  men,  was  unfor- 
«  tunately  deluded  -by  a  fanatic*,  in  whom  (he 
««  implicitly  confided.  From  her  earliefi:  youth 
«  he  had  intoxicated  her  with  a  falfe  zeal,  and 
had  induced  her  to  fwear,  if  ever  flie  afcended 
«  the  throne,  to  exterminate  herefy,  and  render 
««  the  faith  triumphant  by  fword  and  fire.  It 
was  to  accomplifh  her  rafh  oath  that  flie  had 

“  erected  this  tribunal. 

««  Armed  with  an  enormous  power,  freed 
<*  from  all  the  laws  by  which  innocence  was  pro- 
«  teaed,  and  confecrated  by  a  pontiff f,  who 
had  delegated  to  it  all  his  powers,  this  tyrant 
of  the  mind  had  exercifed  them  with  a  facred 
“  horror  It  was  in  Seville  itfelf  that  the  firft 
of  thefe  barbarous  facrifices  was  celebrated, 
**  which  is  calld  an  act  of  faith  jj.  This  execra- 
ble  day  coft  Spain  twenty  thoufand  fubje(fts  . 
they  fled  in  terror  \  and  Africa  received  them. 
“  In  Caftilc  and  in  Leon  new  fires  were  kindled  j 

^  Thomas  Torquemada,  a  Dominican. 

f  Sixtus  IV.  .  1  .  1  r  p 

I  Exercifed  them  ivith  a  facred  horror-}  Within  the  fpace  ot 

four  years  the  Inquifition  had  tried  a  hundred  thoufand  perfons 
and  burnt  fix  thoufand  of  them.  _  ^ 

11  Auto-da-fe.  The  firft  was  at  Seville  in  1480. 
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«  and  thoufands  of  unhappy  people  were  caft  in- 
the  flasnes.  The  fame  fcourge  was  extend-'^ 
“  ed  to  Arragon,  and  the  fame  havoc  followed,  •: 
All  Spain  felt  the  ialh,  and  fuperdition  beheld  A  i 
new  fires,  like  fo  many  beacons  lighted  up  ^ 
from  one  kingdom  to  another,  in  which  innu-  ,  > 
merable  vi6lims  were  confumed.  Multitudes 
<<  of  the  profcribed,  having  efcaped  from  their  .  ! 

perfecutors  abandoned  themfelves  to  the  mer-  ^  | 
“  cy  of  the  waves;  and  Africa  was  peopled  ' 
again.  At  length  Grenada,  which  had  been  : 
conquered  by  the  Moors,  became  in  its  turn 
a  theatre  of  the  mod  deplorable  furies  *.  Ah  ; 
Fizarro  !  what  a  province  hath  fanaticifm  ruln- 
ed  1  An  indudrious,  brave,  intelligent  people,  ^ 
**  who  blended  with  their  labours  the  pleafures  of  ' 
*'«  fedivity  ;  more  than  thirty  large  cities  in  which  \ 
tjie  arts  fiourifned,  a  hundred  others  lefs  opii-  ' 
lent,  but  all  rich  and  populous;  two  thou-  - 
fed  villages  full  of  happy  hufbandmen ;  the  ^ 
«*  niod  delightful  and  fertile  fields  on  earth,  all  .. 

} 

*  Of  the  molt  deplorable  furies']  The  firft  edlifl,  againft  the 
Jews  was  in  fourteen  hundred  and  ninety -two.  _  This  edidk  • 
^o.TipC'lltd  theai  to  he  converted,  or  to  quit  Spain.  A  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  families  either  were,  or  pretended  to  be  coi> 
verted,  eight  hundred  thoufand  Jews  retired  into  Portugal, 
Africa  ana  the  Eaft, 

'The  kcond  edidt,  againO:  the  Moors,  was  in  fiffeen  hun¬ 
dred  and  one,  which  compelled  them  either  to  be  baptized, _  or  ’• 
t.)  leave  the  king<lom  in  three  months,  under  pain  of  being  " 
vnade  haves.  An  affembly  of  Theolognes  and  Civillians  had  ^ 
determined' that  it  was  lawful  to  ufe  violence  notwithftanding  A 
the  faith  of  tre.ai.ies.  Pope  Clement  VII.  granted  a  difpem-  ' 
fation  to  the  emperor  Charles  the  fifth  from  the  oaths,  taken 
cither  by  his  predeceflors  or  liinifelf  to  permit  the  Moors  freely 
to  exercile  their  own  religion  •  and  exhorted  him  to  banilli  ■; 
from  Sjiain  all  who  ihculd  relufe  to  embrace  the  chriftian  > 
fauh.f  - 
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«  are  loftj  all  delkoyed  death,  horror,  folltude 
“  extend  through  the  whole;  the  tyrranny  of 
the  mind,  wjiich,  being  more  unjuft  and  vio- 
lent,  is  of  all  kinds  the  moft  odious,  hath 
there  made  vaft  graves,  and  reigns  in  ftlence 
over  allies  and  ruins. 

Is  this  then,”  aiked  Pizarro,  the  reafon 
that  Spain  hath  been  fo  little  fliocked  at  the 
rapine,  and  cruelties  committed  in  America  ? 

<f  Spain  is  hardened,”  replied  Gonzala,  ‘‘  by 
“  her  own  misfortunes.”  “  And  at  .what  then 
would  you  expert  ftie  fhould  be  fliocked  and 
aftoniflied  .?  Amongft  us,  in  her  own  bofom, 
(he  fees  the  moft  odious  of  crimes  fandfified. 
Humanity  is  divefted  of  all^er  rights  the  ties 
of  blood  are  not  regarded.  Such  is  the  tii- 
umph  of  falfe  zeal  that  the  fon  accufes  his  fa- 
‘‘  ther,  the  father  his  children,  and  the  wife  her 
«  hufband.  They  are  admitted,  heard  and 
‘‘  the  accufed  fuffers  on  their  accufation.  On 
the  flighteft  fufpicion  feeble  and  fearful  inno- 
cence  is  inftantly  feized  and  dragged  to  a  dun- 
“  geon;  while  the  villain  that  accufes  her,  un- 
**  der  the  protection  of  inviolable  Iccrecy,  is  fe— 
cure  of  el'caping  unpunifli^d.  Flight,  the  on- 
ly  refourceof  the  weak,  is  accounted  a  crime  ; 
and  the  anathema  that  purfues  the  fugitive, 
**  breaks  through  the  moft  facred  bonds.  In 
“  him  his  friends  no  longer  know  their  friend, 
“  his  children  their  father,  his  fubjeas  their 
king  :  he  has  no  fan^uary  to  protea  him  no 
refuge  to  flielter  him,  not  even  in  the  bofom 
“  of  nature.  The  hand  that  ftabs  him  to  the 
heart  is  innocent  •,  is  the  avenger  of  Heaven. 
“  Every  chriftian,  is  by  a  divine  right,  the  judge 
and  executioner  of  the  inftdel  fugitive.  Such 
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“  is  the  law  of  fanaticifni ;  and  I  fparc  you  the  >; 

the  recital  of  a  thoufand  hmilar  atrocities,  - 
“  which  conftitute  its  infernal  code  No  Ion- 
“  ger  fear  then  any  obftacle  from  the  detef- 
tation  that  the'raVages  in  India  may  have 
“  raifed.” 

And  is  the  court,”  inquired  Pizarro,  ‘‘  infedl-* 
ed  with  the  fame  delirium?” — ‘‘  The  court,” 
anfwered  Gonzalo,  “  is  folely  occupied  with  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  our  calamities. 

««  Provided  the  people  be  made  to  tremble  aixd- 
«  crouch,  it  is  all  that  is  there  defired  ;  and  the 
misfortunes  of  India  are  but  lightly  regarded. 
Formerly  the  grandees  opprelTed  the  people.  - 
The  judges  were  at  their  devotion  ;  the  laws, 
in  their  prefence,  were  filent ;  and  without  ; 
refrraint,  as  without  fhame,  they  exercifed 
the  mod:  cr)dng  vexations.  At  length,  how- 
ever,  the  people  recovered  their  rights;  tho 
regency  of  Ximenes  refcued  them  from  oppref* 

‘‘  lion  :  he  armed,  difciplined,  and  united  them 
for  their  own  defence;  power  was  on  the  fide 
‘‘  of  the  laws  ;  and  the  people'who  enjoyed  their 
prote^ion,  protected  them  in  return  againft  ^ 
“  the  attacks  of  the  grandees,  who  were  the 
enemies  of  both.  Thus  the  fplendor  of  the  ; 
“  court,  affording  no  internal  fources  of  exac-  . 
“  tion,  the  rapacity  of  the  grandees  diredled 
their  attention  beyond  the  precindls  of  its  im- 
mediate  influence  ;  and  the  hope  of  participat- 

*  Itt  rhfcrnal  codeI\  Confult  the  Inquifitor’s  direcStory,  and 
the  extrad  given  from  it  under  the  title  of  the  Inquifitor’s  " 
manua]. 
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“  ing  in  the  plunder  of  the  New  World,  hath 
**  rendered  them  the  zealous  partifans  of  the 
“  firft  who  engages  to  become  the  tributary  of 
“^their  haughty  avarice.  Every  thing  in  this 
“  reign  is  venal  j  and  when  gold  is  the  only 
“  ftandard  of  worth,  nothing  can  be  obtained 
“  but  by  gold  ;  of  this  I  was  folicitous  to  inform 
“  you.  Ambition  muft  be  flattered,  and  the 
“  rage  for  wealth  foothed ;  for  all  things  bend 
“  to  them.  They  preflde  in  the  councils  ;  pof- 
“  fefs  the  ear  of  the  prince,  and  are  the  foul  of 
“  the  court.  Even  religion  is  here  their  flave  ; 
“  and,' you  may  perceive,  that  when  fhe  attempts 
“  to  reftrain  them,  flie  is  awed  into  fllence. 
“  Rome,  the  feat  of  the  church,  has  been  taken 
“  and  faoked ;  the  fovereign  Pontilf  has  been 
“  riirown  into  chains  .  .  .  . — But  by  infidels, 

“  without  doubt,”  aihed  Pizarro  .? - “  By  us,” 

replied  Gonzalo,  ‘‘  by  this  young -emperor,  who 
“  himfelf  obtained  the  mournful  vidory.  Re- 
“  pair  to: him  ;  fet  before  him  the  hopes  of  an 
‘‘  extenflve  and  rich  conqueft.  He  will  perhaps 
“  flgh  over  the  fuffermgs  of  India ;  but  if  thefe 
“  fufferings  will  conduce  to  augment  his  gran- 
“  deur  and  his  power,  he  will  confent  to  inflijfl: 
“  them.” 

Pizarro,  availing  himfelf  of  his  brother’s  in- 
flruiffions,  eafily  obtained  admiflion  at  court. 
He  was  prefented  to  the  emperor ;  and  in  the 
midft  of  the  aflembled  council,  the  young  prince 
having  granted  him  an  audience,  the  warrior  thus 
addreffed  him : 

“  Mighty  and  glorious  monarch,  you  now  be- 

hold  one  of  the  firft  foldiers  who,  in  the  reign 
“  of  Ferdinand;,  bore  the  arni^of  Caftile  to  the 

G  5  “  new 
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“  new  world.  My  name  is  Pizarro ;  I  was  born 
“  at  Truxiilo,  one  of  the  meaneft  among  your  j 
fubje£is ;  but  I  had  the  ambition  of  furmount- 
ing  the  obfcurity  of  my  birth.  On  the  coaft 
of  Carthagena  -and  the  borders^  of  Darien, 

“  I  followed  Alphonfo  Ojeda,  the  moft  deter- 
mined  of  men.  In  his  fchool  I  learnt  that 
“  there  were  no  dangers,  which  courage  could  ^ 
“  not  vanquilh ;  and  I  may  fay  that  he  put  me 
“  to  the  proof  of  every  hardfhip.  Next  to 
him,  I  ferved  under  Vafco  of  Balboa,  and  con- 
“  ceived  the  hope  of  rivalling  Columbus  and  ^ 
“  Cortes. 

‘‘  You  have  heard  the  riches  of  America  of- 
tentatioufly  defcribed  ;  and  1  now  apprize  you 
of  what  others  have  not  known.  Thofe  if- 
lands,  from  the  difcovery  of  which  Columbus 
“  acquired  glory,  that  kingdom,  whofe  conqueft 
hath  rendered  Cortes  fo  famous,  are  nothing  ‘  , 
to  the  country  that  I  have  difcovered,  and  of 
which  you  the  homage.  It  is’theking- 

“  dom  of  the  Incas,  a  Jitople  who  worfhip  the  , 
Sun,  from  whom  their  kings  boaft  their  de- ^ 

“  fcent,  and  whom  they  dare  to  call  father,  on 
account,  no  doubt  of  the  riches,  which  are 
«•  ditTufed  by  his  beams  through  thefe  happy  cli-  • 

“  mates.  It  is  a  chain  of  mountains  of  gold, 
extending  from  the  equator  to  the  fouthern 
tropic,  amongft  which  are  interfperfed  the 
‘‘  mod  delightful  hills  and  fertile  vallies.  The 
fame  day  prefents  to  .your  view  all  the  feafons  - 
united  -,  the  fame  foil  at  once  produces  flowers,  . 
fruits  and  harvefk.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  . 

“  countries  are  valiant,  but  ill  provided  with 
arms.  It  is  eafy  to  conquer  them,  but  eafler 
gain  them  by  clemency  and  gentlenefs.  I  ' 

“  have: 
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‘‘  have  been  on  their  coafts,  I  have  entered  their 
“  country  j  with  one  fhip  and  lefs  than  two  hun- 
“  dred  men,  T  would  have  fubjefled  people  with- 
“  out  number  to  your  laws,  and  piles  of  gold 
“  to  your  feet.  The  viceroy  of  Panama,  jealous 
“of  an  enter prife  begun  before  him,  and  of 
“  which  he  partook  not  the  glory,  recalled  my 
companions  ;  all  but  twelve  of  whom  left  nie  ; 
“  and  with  them,  on  a  defart  ifland  in  the  mldft 
“  of  tempers,  I  have  fupported  the  rudeft  af- 
“  laults  of  neceffity.  Here  I  waited  for  a  weak 
“  reinforcement :  but  this  was  refufed  me,  and 
“  I  was  myfelf  recalled.  I  fubmitted,  without 
renouncing  the  glorious  enterprife  ;  and  to  fub- 
“  due  for  you  the  richeft  country  on  earth,  I  alk 
“  only  the  diflindlion  that  Cortes  enjoyed  in 
“  Mexico,  the  honour  of  commanding  for  you, 
“  and  obeying  yourfelf  alone.^’ 

Pizarro  then  fubmitted  to  the  council  a  narra¬ 
tive  of  his  adventures,  attefted  by  his  compa¬ 
nions,  which,  though  drawn  up  in  the  fimplell: 
manner,  failed  not  to  excite  their  wonder.  But, 
whether  the  young  emperor  was  willing  to  try  Pi¬ 
zarro  hill  fui'ther,  or  elfe  thought  that  the  ho¬ 
nour  he  afpired  to,  was  too  great  for  the  mean- 
nefs  of  his  origin,  faid  :  The  boldnefs  of  your 

“  enterprife  feems  to  authorize  your  daring  am- 
bition  *,  but  content  yourfelf  with  partaking  of 
“  the  riches  you  have  mentioned,  and  a&ed  no 
“  more.” — — Riches,”  faid  Piza'rro,  with  an 
air  of  mortification  and  difdain,  “  my  failors  and 
“  my  foldiers  will  bring  back  in  abundance. 

Glory  is  the  objedf  of  my  aim.  Every  other 
“  confideration  is  beneath  my  regard.  If  I  am 
“  unworthy  to  govefn,  1  am  not  worthy  to  con- 

qfier. 
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“  quer.  Name  the  viceroy  to  fupplant  me ;  I 
“  will  furhifli  him  with  inftru^lions,  I  will  com- 
“  municate  to  him  my  plan my  projects,  my  ;> 
“  difcoveries,  and  every  thing  but  my  courage  .  . .  ; 

that  I  iliall  need  to  digeft  the  difgrace  of  a  re-  j 
“  fufil.”  I 

_  '  i 

This  blunt  and  bold  freedom  was  not  offenfive  ]• 
to  the  young  monarch.  “  He  will  ferve  me  faith-  h 

fully,”  faid  he,  “  fince  he  knows  not  how  to 
“  flatter  me.”  The  fuit  was  granted  ;  .  and  Pi-  j  j 
zarro,  from  that  moment,  beheld  a  crowd  of  jV 
courtiers  preffing  round  him  with  their  congra-  ^ 
tulations  importuning  the  honour  of  protedling 
his  cruelties  and  rapin,e,  and  requefting  the  in- 
famous  reward  of  the  preferred  fupport.  He 
faw  the  young,  impetuous  and  ambitious,  con-  h 
tending  for  the  glory  of  following  him,  and  par-  y 
taking  in  his  toils  *,  he  faw  avarice  itfelf,  feduced 
by  the  third:  for  gold,  eagerly  oSering  to  equip  y 
a  fleet,  and  to  rifle,  while  it  trembled  at  the  ■ 
apprehenflon  of  a  mifearriage,  the  expence  of  ; 
an  undertaking  from  which  it  expedfed  trea-  •  _ 
fures. 

Pizarro,  without  defigning  to  impofe  on  thofe,  i 
who  confided  injplicitly  in  him,  by  the  profufion  " 
of  hopes  he  dealt  forth,  procured  for  himfelf  the 
fupport  of  the  grandees,  and  the  favour  of  the 
people.  Pie  had  his  option  of  the  experteft 
fiiilors,  and  the  mod  refolute  foldiers,  Trom  ;■ 
Mdiom  he  fele<ded  twenty  of  the  braved  to  com¬ 
mand  under  him,  in  the  number  of  whom  were 
his  brothers*.  Young  Davila  was  not  forgot- 


*  In  the  number  of  inhotn  luere  his  brothers^  Ferdinand,  Ju- 
xn,  and  Gonzalo  Pizarro.  | 
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ten :  Charles  condefeended  to  recommend  it  to 
Pizarro  to  take  him  with  him,  as  he  touched'  at 
Hifpaniola. 

Thus,  every  thing  correfponding  to  his  wiflies, 
in  the  fame  church,  and  on  the  fame  altar  where 
Magellan  fwore  obedience  and  allegiance  to  the 
crown  of  Caftile,  Pizarro,  between  the  hands  of 
Charles,  took  the  fame  oath. 

u  Warrior,’^  faid  the  young  prince,  here 

“  all  rights  are  confounded  *,  every  one,  accord- 
“  ing  to  his  interefts  or  opinions,  inclines  the  ba- 
lance  either  to  the  Indians  or  ourfelves  *. 
Weary  with  all  thefe  debates,  I  recommend 
“  to  you  two  things  :  the  one,  to  do  your  coun- 
“  try  all  the  good  you  fhall  think  is  compatible 
«  with  juftiee,  and  which  depends  on  yourfelf ; 
“  the  other,  to  do  the  Indians-  the  leaft  poffible 
“  injury ;  for  though  I  wifh  to  be  obeyed,  I  had 
rather  be  loved.”  On  faying  this  he  girded  on-^ 
him  the  fword,  which  was  to  be  the  mark  of  his 
dignity  f,  and  which  proved  but  an  ineffectual 
defence  againft  bafe  affaffins.-  , 

In  the  mean  time  his  fleet  was  in  the  road,  and 
his  companions,  colledled  in  the  . port  of  Palos, 
waited  only  for  him  and  a  propitious  gale.  He 
came  *,  the  winds  invited  their  departure  ;  he  em¬ 
barked,  weighed  anchor  and  receded  from  the 

*  Every  ene,  according  to  his  interejis  or  opinions. It  is  well 
known  that  the  court  was  compofed  of  FleniiOi  and  Spa¬ 
niards.  The  former  were  for  the  ^  Indians,  and  contended 
that  they  fhould  be  left  free,  while  the  latter  confulted 
their  own  interefts,  and  therefore  efpoufed  oppoftte  princi¬ 
ples. 

f  Of  his  dignity.']  Marquis,  governor  and  adehntado,  dr 
lieutenant-general. 
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land  amidft  the  acclamations  of  an  aflembled  peo¬ 
ple,  all  exhorting  him  to  return  loaded  with  the 
treafures  of  America^  and  confecrate  the  fpoils 
of  the  temple  of  the  Sun  at  the  foot  of  the  true 
God. 


\ 


CHAP.  XLIII. 

IZ ARE.O,  on  his  arrival  at  Hifpaniola,  was 
informed  that  Las-Cafas,  having  been  attacked 
by  a  dangerous  illnefs,  was  languifhing  on  the 
brink  of  the  grave.  He  went  to  viht  him,  and 
found  young  Davila  with  his  lick  friend,  ferving 
him  with  all  the  tender  afliduity  that  is  Ihewn  by 
a  fon  to  his  father. 

The  reclufe  felt  a  lively  emotion  at  the  fight 
of  Pizarro,  On  his  countenance,  where  pain, 
languor  and  refignation'^were  painted,  a  beam  of 
joy  gleamed  forth.  My  friend,”  faid  he,  as 
he  ftretched  out  his  hand  to  Pizarro,  I  am  go- 
“  ing  into  the  prefence  of  that  God  who  fent  us 
“  all  into  the  world  to  love  one  another,  to  live 
“  in  peace,  to  help  the  needy,  and  to  comfort 
‘‘  the  afili<fted.  Behold  how  cajm,  and  even  de- 
“  lightful  is  the  approach  of  death  to  a  fincerely 
good  man  who  can  fay -to  himfelf :  I  have  ne-' 
‘‘  ver  caufed  the  innocent  to  figh.”  See  with 
what  confidence  I  can  raife  my  eyes,  before 

“  they 
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they  be  do  fed  for  ever,  towards  Heaven ;  with 
“  what  confolation  expand  my  arms  towards 
“  my  father,”  He  views  me  expiring  and  fays : 

“  This  man  was  weak,  but  not  wicked ;  huma- 
‘‘  nity  dwelt  in  his  bofom,  he  never  faw  the 
tears  of  the  unfortunate  without  mingling  his 
own  along  with  them  j  his  hands,  which  are 
now  extended  to  me,  were  fpread  in  the  fame 
manner  to  relieve  the  diftrefed  :  towards  the 
‘‘  merciful  man  I  will  fhew  myfelf  merciful.” 

“  Ah  Pizarro  !  may  your  death  refemble  mine  ! 

“  Deferve  it  by  the  exercife  of  juftice  and  com- 
“  paffion.” 

His  feeble  and  pathetic  voice,  together  with 
his  expreffions  which  were  animated  by  a  lively 
and  tender  piety,  accompanied  by  a  look  in  which 
the  laft  glimmerings  of  life  and  feeling  feemed 
to  fhine,,  made  a  deep  imprelEon  on  the  heart  of 
Pizarro.  Grafping  the  hand  of  this  upright 
man,  O  my  father,”  faid  he,  live,  ftill 
“  live,  to  fee  me  pra£tife  the  lelTons  which  your 
‘  “  example  has  taught,  and  the  refolutions  with 
“  which  your  virtues  have  infpired  me.  With- 
“  out  being  iA veiled  with  authority,  I  could  not 
««  be  refponlible  to  you  for  my  condudl.  This 
authority  I  now  enjoy ;  and  I  hope  to  inftru£l 
my  country  how,  without  oppreffion,  to  con- 
quer.” 

I  The  reclufe  inquired  after  his  friend,  the 
virtuous  Alonzo.  He  had  forfaken  me,”  re¬ 
plied  Pizarro,  with  concern,  ‘‘  and  hath  thrown 
I  “  himfelf  among  the  favages.’ 

Good  young  man!”  faid  Las-Cafas,  he 
always  loved  them  ;  and  he  defer ves  their  love. 
“  But  tell  me,  what  is  the  difpolition  of  the  new 

<«  court  of  Spain  towards  them  ?” - It  is 

divided. 
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“  divided,  faid  Pizarro ;  but  the  party  of  the 
avaricious  and  tyrannical  is  always  the  ftrongeft. 

I  have  feen,  even  amongft  the  minifters  of  re-  • 

“  ligion,  fome  devoted  to  this  cruel  party.  They  i 
“  pretend  that  the  caufe  of  God  authorizes  them 
“  to  recommend  violence  ,  and  in  Spain  they 
“  exercife-  it  with  a  rigour  that  I  Ihuddered  to 
behold.”  He  then  deferibed  the  abomina¬ 
ble  feftival  of  which  he  had  been  a  fpe^lator. 

Monfters  !”  cried  Las-Cafas,  with  fo  deep  and 
impahionate  an  emotion  of  horror  as  made  him  for¬ 
get  his  weaknefs.  **  Omy  friend  1  vouchfafe  your 
belief  to  the  evidence  of  a  dying  witnefs  :  for  the 
“  fears,  the  hopes,  and  all  the  concerns  of  mor- 
tality  vanifli  in  his  view  who  is  quitting  the 
“  world,  to  leave  behind  him  only  hrs  lifelels  ' 

“  afhes.  This  moment  I  have  chofen  to  do  ho- 
“  nour  to  religion.  You  have  already  heard,  , 
and  will  hereafter  hear,  the  moft  deteftable 
“  exceffes  committed  in  the  name  of  Heaven  : 
pride,  ambition,  luft,  the  infatiable  thirft  for  ' 
tyranny  and  depredation,  h^ve  found  in  the 
fanftuary,  and  even  at  the  altar,  bale  parti- 
fans,  and  ferocious  advocates.  From  a  mean- 
nefs  difgraceful  to  the  dignity  of  the  facred  of- 
fice,  there  are  thofe  who  combine  with  the 
“  powerful,  the  great,  and  unjuft,  to  enjoy  their 
“  lupport  in  return.  But,  my  friend,  God  is 
“  immutable,  and  truth  is  like  him.  Neither  ' 
have  any  need  of  an  avaricious  court,  nor  a  ' 
greedy  populace.  The  fword  of  tyranny,  and  ' 
the  feepter  of  injuftice  will  be  reduced  to  allies ;  '  ' 
e'ten  thrones  will  ceafe  to  exift  j  but  God  will  ' 
“  remain,  and  truth  with  him.  I  call  this  God  ■ 
then  to  witnefs,  before  whom  I  am  going  to  ' 

appear. 
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“  appear,  that  he  will  condemn  in  his  miniftcrs 
“  this  lhameful  policy,  to  which  their  pallions 
are  enflaved  :  I  call  him  to  witnefs  that  he  hath 
‘‘  delegated  to  no  mortal  on  earth  the  right  of 
“  compelling  belief,  or  armed  any  one  with  a 
“  poniard  to  didlate  his  law  ;  that  he  who  created 
the  fouls  of  Moors  and  of  Indians,  wants  not 
“  our  tortures  to  convert  and  reform  them  j  and 
“  that  the  God  who  hath  caufed  the  Sun  to 
**  rife  on  thefe  regions^  will,  when  it  fliall  ap-  . 
pear  proper  to  his  infinite  wifdom,  beftow  on 
them  the  day-ftar  of  truth.  As  often  then  as 
“  you  fliall  fee  facrilegious  men  put,  into  the 
‘‘  hands  of  kings  and  people,  fword  and  fire, 

“  affirming,  with  eyes  lifted  to  Heaven,  that 
“  they  are  innocent,  and  have  not  fhed  blood j  * 
fly  from  thefe  hypocritical  impoftors.  If  they 
mufl:  have  martyrs,  let  them  become  their 
own  executioners.  But  be  cautious  that  you 
impute  not  to  religion,  the  feverity,  pride  and 
cruelty  of  its  minifters.  Peace,  indulgence 
and  love'  are  its  eflence,  and  by  thefe  immu- 
table  chara6lers  it  will  ever  be  known.  My 
friend,  I  have  faid  it  to  kings,  and  to  the  ty- 
rants  of  India  ;  and  if  God  fhould  prolong 
“  my  days,  I  would  go  to  fay  it  to  this  young 
monarch,  whofe  underftanding  is  milled  j  I 
“  would  afcend  the  pile,  which  you  delcribe  as 
deftined  for  the  defl;ru<fl:ion  of  fo  many  mife- 
“  rable  vidlims  *,  from  thence  I  would  demand 
‘‘  of  this  fanguinary  tribunal,  whether  it  hath 
‘‘  taken  thefe  blazing  fire-brands  from  the  altar 
“  of  the  Lamb  ?  I  would  demand  of  this  king, 

“  who  hath  conftituted  him  a  judge  of  the 
“  thoughts,  and  the  tyrant  of  fouL?  and  whe-- 

“  tha' 
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ther  thefe  fanatic  priefts  could  confer  on  him 
a  power  they  pofTefs  not  themfdves  ?  They 
would  either  deftroy  this  infernal  pile,  or  burn 
me  on  it  alive.” 

“  Juft  man,”  faid  Pizarro,  be  calm ;  and 
•  fhorten  not  your  life,  which  is  fo  important 
to  us.  Yon  have  done  enougli ;  and  this  he¬ 
roic  zeal  exceeds  the  duties  of  your  ftation.” 

‘  My  ftation  !  and  who  will  do  honour  to  reli¬ 
gion  if  its  minifter  •will  not  ?  who  will  avenge 
it  of  the  injury  it  hath  received  from  the  im¬ 
pious  invocations  of  a  barbarous  fanaticifm  ? 
This  is  indifputably  our  duty.  While  neither 
people  nor  kings  confound  the  interefts  of 
Heaven  with  their  iniquitous  projeds,  they 
may  ftop  our  complaints ;  but  when  they  pre- 
tend  that  the  caufe  of  God  impowers  them  to 
**  be  unjuft  and  cruel,  it  is  our  duty  to  cry  aloud, 
amidft  fwords  and  fpears,  that  God  difavows 
the  crimes  committed  in  his  name.  Woe  be 
‘  to  us,  if  by  our  (ilence  we  become  accomplices 
‘  with  them.  What  then  !  ftiall  zeal  be  only 
imployed  to  opprefs  and  deftroy Shall  not 
charity,  as  well  as  orthodoxy,  be  renowned  for 
“  its  martyrs 

Whilft  Las-Cafas,  with  a  voice  elevated  by 
the  love  of  mankind,  was  engaged  in  this  dlf- 
courfe  with  Pizarro,  the  night  had  veiled  in 
fliades  the  ifland  of  Hifoanioia.  Silence  now 
reigned  :  all,  even  the  fiaves  repofed  ;  nothing 
was  heard  but  the  found -of  the  waves  that  broke 
on  the  fliore  in  plaintive  murmurs,  which  Teemed 
to  exprefs  the  complaints  of  nature,  opprefted  in 
thofe  climates, 

A  knocking  was  heard  at  the  door  of  the  re- 
clu  e,  Young  Davila  arol'e,  went  to  inquire  the 
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reafon,  and  returned  in  alarm.  He  repaired  to 
the  bed  of  Las-Cahis,  and  hanging  ov^/  it,  pri¬ 
vately  alhed  his  advice.  Yes,  let  him  come 
in,”  faid  Las-Cafas ;  “  Pizarro  is  magnani- 
mous  ;  and  we  fhould  injure  him  by  betraying- 
“  diftruft.”  You  will  fee,”  faid  he  to  him, 
“  a  Cacique,  who,  having,  for  more  than  ten 
years,  retired  into  the  mountains  of  the  iflana 
“  maintains  himfelf  there  an  unexampled  in- 
fiance  of  valour  and  goodnefs.  Having  made 
**  his  wild  retreat  inaccellible,  it  is  become  the 
fecure  refuge  of  all  the  idanders  who  efcape 
from  their  tyrants.  He  hath  dilciplined  three 
hundred  brave  men,  and  he  reflrains  them 
within  the  bounds  of  lawful  defence.  Vigi- 
lant,  active,  full  of  ardor,  and  not  lefs  pru- 
<*-dent  than  intrepid,  he  keeps  them  conftantly 
on  their  guard,  without  ever  permitting  them 
to  begin  an  attack.  He  hath  feen  his  friends, 
«  and  all  his  family  maffacred :  he  beheld  his 
**  father  and  his  grand-father  f  burnt  alive  ;  and 
if  there  falls  into  his  hands  one  of  the  execu- 
**  tioners  of  his  country,  he  dlfarms  and  fends 
**  him  back;  his  crueleft  enemy,  when  taken 
«  alive,  is  fure  of  his  fafety ;  he  confiders  him 
**  only  as  a  man.  Happily,  and  to  the  glory  of 
**  religion,  he  is  a  chriftian.  I  had  the  felicity 
to  enlighten  him  ;  he  remembers  it,  and  ten- 
derly  loves  me.  He  knows  that  I  am  ill ; 
**  and  you  fee  the  hazards  he  hath  run  to  vifit 
me.” 

*  The  mountains  of  Baoruco. 
f  At  Xaragua,  under  the  government  of  Ovando-, 

N. 
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Bartholomew  had  fcarcely  finlfhed,  when  !  ; 
young  Davila  returned,  followed  by  the  Cacique,  ' 
whom  an  Indian  woman,  accompanied,  Blenry 
Dhis  was  the  name  of  the  fivage  hero)  threw  ■ 
himfelf  with  eagernefs  on  the  bed  of  Las-Cafas,  / 
and  a  thoufand  times  kil^^ing  his  hands  with  in- 
expreffible  afFe£lion  :  O  my  father,”  faid  he, 

“  my  father  !  again  I  behold  you.  How  much  ^ 
“  did  I  wifh  it  !  But  I  behold  you  fufFering  ;  and 
“  your  hand  burns  beneath  my  lips  !  My  bre- 
‘‘  thren,  your  children^  alarmed  at  your  illnefs, 

“  have  affli^^ted  mv  foul.  Should  I  be  taken,  I 
know  my  fate  ;  but  I  was  willing  to  incur  the 
“  hazard  for  the  fake  of  embracing  my  father. 

Hear  me,”  faid  the  favage  railing  his  head, 

‘‘  they  tell  me  that  the  milk  of  the  bread  is 
“  good  for  your  diforder.  My  confort,  whom 
I  bring  to  you,  hath  loft  her  child  •,  fhe  hath, 
lamented  his  de^th  ^  fhe  hath  moiftened  with 
“  her  milk  the  earth  that  covers  him*,  he  fe- 
“  quires  no  more.  Behold  her.  Come,  my  ; 

wife,  and  prefent  to  father  rhefe  two 
“  fources  of  health.  J  would  give  my  life  for 
“  his;  and  if  thou  fhoiildeft  prolong  his  days,  I 
“  will  cherifh  to  my  laft  breath  the  breaft  he  hath 
fucked.” 

Dartholomewy  with  his  eyes  fixed  upo-n  Pizar- 
ro,  enjoyed  the  impreflioii  that  the  goodnefs  of 
the  Cacique  had  made  on  the  heart  of  the  Cafti- 
lian  ;  young  Davila,  who  was  prefent,  flied  tears; 
and  the  Indian  woman,  with  celeftial  beauty,  s 
and  a  modelfy  ftill  more  captivating,  calling  on  ■ 
Las-Cafas  a  look  of  the  tendereft  refpeift,  waited 
only  for  the  word  to  prefent  to  his  mouth  her  ^ 
chafte  bofom.  y; 


Las-Cafas,  penetrated  to  the  foul,'  would  have 
refufed  tlie  offered  affiftance.  Ah,  unkind 
“  man  !”  cried  the  Cacique,  tell  us  then,  if 
you  will  die,  what  friend  you  will  leave  us. 

“  You  know  that  on  yourfelf  alone  all  our  con- 
“  foiation  and  hope  repofe.  If  you  love  us,  if 
“  you  pity  us.  and  if  I  myfelf  am  dear  to  you, 

“  grant  what,  at  the  peril  of  my  life,  and  fur- 
‘‘  rounded  by  enemies,  I  am  come  to  implore. 

Approach,  my  wife,  embrace  my  father ;  and 
“  let  thy  bofom  compel  his  mouth  to  draw  fulfe- 
nance  from  it.”  On  faying  this,  he  took  his 
'wife  in  his  arms,  and,  having  made  her  incline 
over  the  bed  of  Las-Cafas  :  “  Adieu,  my  fa- 
ther,”  faid  he,  “  I  leave  with  you  the  part- 
“  ner  of  my  foul  j  and  I  defire  not  to  fee  her 
“  again  till  Ihe  fliall  have  reftored  you  to  life  and 
“  our  love.” 

This  young  and  lovely  Indian,  on  her  knees, ‘‘ 
before  Las-Cafas,  faid  to  him  in  her  turn.  “  Man 
“  of  peace  and  gentlenefs,  what  fear  you  ^  am 
not  I  your  daughter  ;  are  not  you  our  father  ? 
“  My  well-beloved  hath  often  told  me  fo  !  He 
“  would  fhed  his  blood  for  you.  I  offer  you  my 
milk.  Condefcend  to  draw  life  from  this  bo- 
“  fom,  which  you  have  made  fo  often  to  thrill 
“  with  delight,  when  the  wonders  of  your  good- 
nefs  have  been  recounted  to  me.” 

Too  much  affecffed  to  reject  fo  tender  an  in¬ 
treaty,  and  too  virtuous  to  blufh  at  an  acquiei- 
ence,  the  r(^clufe  received  the  benefit  with  the 
fame  innocence,  with  which  it  was  offered.  The 
young  woman  he  permitted  to  ftay  ;  and  it  was 
to  the  piety  of  Henry  and  his  wife,  that  the  earth 
owed  the-  happinefs  of  poffefiing  a  confiderablc 
time  longer  this  excellajit  man. 
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Guardian  Angel  of  the  New  World fald  . 
Pizarro  to  him,  how  happy  are  you  thus  to 
reign  in  their  hearts  !  Others  have  fubjugated 
India  ;  but  you  only  will  have  conquered  it  by 
the  afcendancv  of  virtue.” 

The  tendernefs  which  young  Davila  difcovered 
on  this  occafion  was  obferved  by  Pizarro,  to  whom 
Las-Cafas  then  named  him.  **  Son  of  a  father 
too  inimical  to  the  Indians,”  faid  Pizarro, 
you  will  fee  examples  very  different  from 
“  his!”  He  told  him  that  the  emperor  had  re¬ 
commended  him  to  himfelf  and  that  he  was  de¬ 
fined  to  follow  him.  But  the  youth,  at  this  oto- 
ment,  could  not  refolve  to  feparate  himfelf  from 
Las-Cafas. 

“  My  friend,  faid  the  reclufe  to  him,  it  is 
your  duty  to  obey.  I  had  much  rather  fee 
you  obfcure,  than  to  know  you  were  guilty. 

**  But  the  confidence  with  which  Pizarro  infpires  '  , 
me  foftens  my  anxiety  and  moderates  my  fears. 

“  1  advife  you  to  follow  him";  and  exhort  you  to 
“  imitate  him.  Come,  and  fee  me  again  to- 
“  morrow ;  I  will  write  to  my  dear  Alonzo  *,  I 
will  trouble  you  with  my  letter;  and  if  Pizar- 
“  ro  can  difcover  where  this  good  young  man' ^ 
‘‘  exifts,  he  will  tranfmit  it  to  him.” 

Who  could  have  told  him  that  in  writing’  this 
fatal  letter  he  was  figning  the  deftrinffion  of  the 
Indians! 
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CHAP.  XLIV. 


PlZARRO,  impatient  to  arrive  at  the  ifthmus, 
fet  fail  with  the  lirft  favourable  breeze  and  left 
the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola.  His  return  to  Panama 
reflored  hope  and  joy  to  his  friends.  No  time 
was  loft  in  providing  him  a  fleet;  and,  as  foon 
as-it  was  equipped,  he  embarked  witlr  the.  relo- 
lution  of  making  a  defcent  on  thofe  coahs  he 
had  already  difcovered.  But  contrary  winds  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  fleer  for  the  port  of  Coaca,  which 
was  not  far  from  the  prdmontory  of  Palmar.  De¬ 
termined  to  depend  no  longer  on  the  inconftancy 
of  the  waves,  he  proceeded  by  land  along  the 
coaft,  having  ordered  the  fleet  to  join  him  again 
at  the  port  of  Tumbez. 

Sands ;  vallies  fllled  with  thick  and  almoft 
impenetrable  woods,  in  which  the  bamboo,  in¬ 
tertwining  itfelf  among  rufhes,  formed  an  inex¬ 
tricable  texture  ;  catara^fs ;  rapid  rivers  \  a  fcorch- 
ing  atmofphere  ;  the  horrors  of  a  vafl:  folitude, 
and  every  obje<ft  the  moft  terrible  that  nature 
could  oppofe,  were  meffedlual  to  retard  his  pro- 
'^grefs.  He  continued  his  route  under  a  fky  on 
Are,  and  upon  a  burning  foil.  His  companions, 
whom  he  encouraged  with  the  hopes  of  glory 
and  of  gold,  entered  with  him  thofe  woods,  where 
the  venomous  fnakes  with  which  they  abounded 
had  never  before  feen  the  footfbeps  of  man. 
He  rulhed  into  torrents  ;  he  taught  his  aflbciates 
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to  crofs  them  fvvimming ;  and  thofe  whom; 
the  danger  dhheartened,  or  their  ftrength  failed  | 
them,  he  animated,  he  fupported ;  he  contend- 4 
ed  with  the  waves  that  overpowered  them,  and  ; 
advancing  with  one,  hand,  while  he  bore  them 
up  with  the  other,  brought  them  all  in  fafety  toj 
land.  Intrepid  and  indefatigable,  he  perfifted,  and 
at  length  difcovered  cultivated  fields,  cottages, 
and  hamlets  inhabited  by  Indians.  The  terror 
that  he  fpread  among  them  foon  carried  to  Quito 
the  news  of  his  return.  ,  But  the  diftrefsful  fitua- 
tion  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Incas  had  incapacitated 
them  from  placing  the  vailies  in  a  pofture  of  de¬ 
fence. 

Huafcar  was  a  prifoner  within  the  walls  of  Ca- 
nara ;  but  one  of  his  brothers.  Mango,  who 
had  retired  into  the  defiles  of  the  eaftern  moun¬ 
tains,  with  the  reliefs  of  his  family  and  the  fliat- 
tered  remains  of  his  army,  there  meditated  the 
hardy  enterprize  of  returning  to  Cufco,  and 
forcing  Palmore  to  relinqiiifh  it.  He  beheld  his 
camp  daily  augmented  by  the  refugees  that  were 
reiorting  to  him,  which  he  fuppofed  might  inti¬ 
midate  the  ufurper  of  the  empire  and  opprefTor  of 
their  king. 

Thus, when  an  immenfe  fire  expands  Itfelf  in 
a  foreft,  the  animals  that  inhabit  it,  driven  from 
their  recedes  by  the  rapidity  of  the  flames  which 
an  impetuous  wind  diffufes,  roar  as  they  fly  to 
the  lofty  rocks,  and  from  thence,  fixing  a  mourn¬ 
ful  eye  on  the  forefl  in  a  blaze,  they  feem  to 
murmur  forth  to  each  other  their  terror  and  their 
grief. 

Soori  the  intrepid  Mango  defeends,  at  the  head 
of  his  adherents,  from  the  mountains  of  the  Eaft. 
Fame,  which  preceded  him,  fpread  the  report  of 

his 
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liib  nisrcli.  Courage  Jind  Iiopc  revived  in  everv 
heart ;  in  Cufeo  commotions  began  amona  tl/e 
people  ;  and  a  rumour  privately  gained  ground 
that  a  revolt  was  threatened. 

At  the  fignal  of  an  infurre61ion  and  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  an  army,  Palmore  abandoned  the  city. 
Having  well  ftored  the  citadel  winch  command¬ 
ed  it  he  there  fliut  himfelf  up  with  his 
troops. 

Mango  found  the  city  open  to  receive  him  and 
marched  into  it,  as  in  triumph.  Relying  on  the 
numerous  army  with  which  he  had  inveited  the 
walls  he  fent  a  furamons  to  the  citadel  for  Pal¬ 
more  to  furrender.  ,  To  this  the  genei'al  replied, 
that  nothing  fliould  difarm  him  but  peace  cr 
dpth.  They  preiTed  him  to  comply,  riiey  told 
him  that  the  whole  empire  was  in  arms,  that  Ata- 
liba  was  undone  without  any  refourfe,  and  that 
himfelf  had  no  hope  but  from  the  mercy  of  Mango. 

I  know  not  what  may  have  happened  without 
“  the  ramparts  I  defend,”  anfwered  this  generous 
warrior.  Ataliba  is  a  man,  and  therefore  lia- 
“  ble  to  a  reverfe  of  fortune.  But,  as  there  re- 
main  with  me  two  thoufand  faithful  fubjefts, 
he  hath  not  yet  loft  his  all.  Were  it  onlv  for 
myfelf  I  might  then  perhaps  be  guided  by  ne- 
ceffity  ;  but  while  he  is  alive,  I  depend  entire¬ 
ly  on  him  ;  and  I  leave  it  for  Mango  to  exer- 
!‘f  cife  his  clemency  over  the  unfortunate,  if  they 
1“  be  mean  enough  to  implore  it.” 

.However,  perceiving  that  fome  of  his  foldiers 
I'vere  afiecSted  by  thefe  menaces,  he  faid  to  them  ; 
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«c  ^liough.  it  fliould  be  true  thjit  Ataliba  has  been  ;  ^ 
«  unfortunate,  ought  we  to  be  the  lefs  faithful  ?  ^ 

“  fbould  we  refemble  thofe  birds  that  forfake  tlie^  ^  y 
tree,  which  fome  hidden  guffhath  fhaken  ?  ; 

««  The  tree  is  bent,  it  will  recover  :  lettheftorm  " 
pafson”  Then  feleaing  from  amongft  them  “ 
a  mehenger  in  whofe  ability  and  integrity  he  ; 
could  cofide, :  .  “  Repair  to  Ataliba  j”  laid  he, 

<«  and  acquaint  him  that  the  garrifon  of  Cufco  is  , 
hill  in  our  poffelRon  ;  that  it  is  I  who  guard  it ; 

(i  and  that  I  have  with  me  two  thoufand  men  de- 
<c  termined  to  died  their  blood  for  him  It  is  ^ 
thus,”  faid  he  turning  to  his  foldiers,  who 
were  liftening  around  him,  ‘‘  it  is  thus  we  fliould 
<«  fpeak  to  our  friends  in  diftrefs  ;  and  the  bed  of  ‘ 
««  friends  to  a  good  people  is  a  good  king.  '  ‘ 

The  king  of  QuitOi  on  the  firh  advice  he  had  ,  ^ 
received  of  the  inlurredlion  at  Cufco,  adv^anced  ^ 
to  the  afliftance  of  Palmore  ;  and  Alonzo,  not-  ^ 
withftanding  the  tears  of  Cora,  chofe  to  attend 
him.  They  had  pafled  the  plains  of  Loxa,  feen 
the  origin  of  the  river  Amazons,  and,  from  the  ^ 
fummit  of  thofe  mountains  which  tower  over  the  y 
Abancai,  were  tracing  the  progrefs  of  its  dream,  '  ^ 
as  it  winded  through  the  dillant  plains,  when  the 
iwedenger  of  Palmore,  comming  to  Ataliba,  in-‘’ 
formed  him  that  Mango  was  marching  againd 
him  ;  that  Palmore,  with  two  thoufand  men,  ‘  j 
dill  kept  the  citadel ;  and  that  both  the  gener;il  ’ 
and  his  foldiers  were  devoted  to  his  fervice.  ; 
Molina  heard  the  meflage,  and  indantly  refolved  ^ 
on  the  part  to  be  taken.  Suffer  me,”  fays  ■ 

^  he  to  the  Inca,  to  choole  near  the  river  a  Ipot  ; 
**  to  encamp  on,  round  which  a  trencn  may  be 

cafily  drawn,  and  Avhere  your  army  may  be;:  .^ 

“  ablel  ! 
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able  to  reft.  Here  let  us  avail  ourfelvcs  of  the 
“  advantage  which  fortune  may  beftow.”  He 
then  conducted  the  army  to  the  eminence  that 
commanded  the  plain,  himfelf  traced  out  the 
camp,  and,  towards  night,  having  given  proper  i 
inftruflions  to  the  mefienger,  fent  him  back  to 
P^lmore. 

Mango  pafled  the  AbancaY,  advanced,  and  dif- 
covering  the  enemy  intrenched  in  their  camp,  in- 
fulted  and  challenged  them  to  combat. 

Ataliba,  deeply  hung,  was  highly  dilTatisfied 
to  be  detained  within  the  trenches  ;  he  thought 
himfelf  covered  with  difgrace,  and  complained  of 
it  to  his  friend.  Do  you  not  perceive,”  faid 
Alonzo  to  him,  ‘‘  that  thefe  challenges  and 
‘‘  threats  are  indications  of  nothing  but  the  un- 
“  .fteadinefs  and  imprudence  of  your  enenaies  ?  ‘ 
“  Let  the  day  come  that  I  have  marked  out  for 
“  their  defeat,  we  fhall  anfwer,  like  men,  the 
temerity  of  children.”  ^ 

Two  days  after,  when  the  fplendor  of  morn¬ 
ing  had  gilded  the  horizon,  the  king  of  Q^ito 
beheld,  on  an  oppofjte  hill,  beyond  the  enemies  ^ 
camp,  .the  ftandards  of  Palmore  advancing,' 
Now,  Prince;”  fud  the  young  Spaniard,  is 
our  time;  and  if  Pahnore  does  his  duty,  ^hc 
empire  is  entirely  your  own.”  He  fpoke;  and 
jtlie  army,  on  receiving  the  fignal,  evacuated  their 
camp,  and  formed  on  the  plain.  , 

;  Alonzo  referved  a  body  of  two  thoufand  men-, 
armed  with  hatchets  and  clubs,  to  charge  the 
lenemy  with  himfelf  at  their  head.  This  was 
the  troop  oj  Capana;  and  this  Cacique  incited' 
jhis  favages  to  merit  the  honour  of  fighting  un¬ 
der  Alonzo.  The  engagement  began  with  ar- 
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I'ows  and  flings,  but  as  the  combatants  continued  ^ 
advancing,  tliey  foon  clofed,  and  a  terrible  con-  ^ 
teft  enfued,  in  which  much  blood  on  both  hdes  | 

was  fpilt.  I 

On  perceiving  this,  Palmore,  from  the  lum- 

mit  of  the  eminence  where  he  had  halted,  in-  | 
flantly  charged'the  enemy  j  while  with  equal 
dor  the  impetuous  Alonzo  marched  on  to  the  at- 
tack  at  the  head  of  that  formidable  band  he  had  | 

referved  for  this  juncture.  ^  | 

Mango,  between  thefe  unexpected  and  furious  > 
charges  from  oppofite  quarters,  furprifed  and  in-  | 
timidated,  could  no  longer  diflemble  his  fear.  § 
panic  prevailed  through  his  army.  All  were  | 
perfed,  all  fled.  The  legion  of  the  Incas  alone | 
llood  their  ground,  and  remained  firm  as  a  rock  | 
in  the  midft  of  the  waves  that-  cover  it  with/| 
their  froth.  In  vain  was  it  weakened  by  lolTss  ;| 
in  vain  was  it  overpowered  by  numbers ;  thrice  | 
was  quarter  offered,  and  thrice,  with  contempt, 
was  it  indignantly  refufed.  Its  refiftance,^  and., 
the  carnage  confequent  upon  it,  extinguifhed^^ 
all  compaflion  in  the  battalions  with  which  it  wasg 
engaged.  It,  at  length,  was  overborne;  but| 
not  one  of  thefe  warriors  quitted  their  ranks 
they  fell  on  the  ground  where  they  fought :  the| 
reft  of  the  vanquifhed  that  furvived,  fought  for| 
fafety  in  flight,  and  left  Ataliba,  though  a  con-.^ 
queror,  overwhelmed  with  diftrefs,  wandering^ 
over  the  bloody  plain,  and  reproaching  him-:j 
felf  for  his  conqueft.  Alas !  this  conqueft,  which| 
called  forth  his  tears,  was  the  clofe  of  his  ptof-^ 
perity,  and,  as  it  were  the  laft  fmile,  the 
lignant  and  treacherous  fmile  of  fortune,  who 
now  for  faking  him  for  ever.  | 
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This  melancholy  day  beheld  the  arrival  of 
Pizarro  on  the  fhore  of  that  river  which  waters 
the  fields  of  Tumbez. 


CHAP.  XLV. 


\^^E'AR  the  mouth  of  this  river  lay  an  inhof-- 
pitable  ifiand  on  which  Pizarro  had  refolved 
to  provide  himf^lf  a  refuge.  Thither  he  went 
in  canoes  \  for  he  had  preceded  the  fleet.  But 
this  ifiand  was  the  refidence  of  a  bold  and  fero¬ 
cious  people.  Pizarro,  difdaining  to  lofe  any  of 
his  time,  which  was  now  precious,  4n  fubduing 
them,  waited  only  the  arrival  of  his  fleet  to  re¬ 
turn  and  encamp  on  the  coafl,  before  the  fort  of 
Tumbez. 

A  detachment  of  Indians,  from  the  army  of 
Ataliba,  to  the  number  of  a  thoul'and,  were  here 
fhut  up  in -the  garrifon,  with  Orozimbo  at  their 
head.  The  next,  under  him,  in  command  was 
Telafco.  The  beautiful  and  tender  Amazili, 
having  a  bow  in  her  hand'  and  a  quiver  on  her 
fhoulder,  with  great  dignity  in  her  air,  and 
lighter  in  the  chafe,  than  Diana  herfelf  is  de- 
feribed,  had  followed  her  brother  and  her  lover. 


*  The  ifland  of  Puna. 
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deferving,  by  her  courage,  to  partake  of  tlieir  f, 

glory.  y 

Pizarro  remembering  the  people  of  Tumbez,  ^ 
and  tho  reception  full  of  benevolence,  candour  | 
and  humanity*,  with  which  they  had  received  ^ 
him,  was  iincerely  determined  to  cultivate  their | 
efteem  and  friendfliip.  With  this  view  he  aiTem- 1 
bled  his  warriors  and  thus  addreifed  them  : 

Cadiiians,  I  have  promifed  you  riches  and  | 
St  glory.  Of  the  former  of  thefe  bleffings  you  | 
‘‘  2.TQ  already  fecurc,  the  latter  depends  on  your-| 
««  fdves.  dPo  thofe  of  you  who  wifli  for  gold,  T- 
will  be  your  furety  that  you  return  burdened | 
««  with  the  objea  of  your  whli :  only  difgrace  not i 
««  yourfelves  with  the  low  concern  of  amafling  S 
it.  The  acq^uifition  of  glory  is  not  equally  cer-  ^ 
<5  tain:  a  great  enterpriz^  promhes,  but  does- 
««  not  allure  if.  He  only  who  hath  deferved,  j 
«»  can  obtain  it 'i  never  can  it  be  acquired  by  y 
o-uilt.  The  conquerors  of  America  have  done  ■ 
every  thing  that  could  be  expected  from  their  ' 
t^.boldnefs  and  valour:  But  they  will  ever  be  J 
««  accounted  iiluhrlous  plunderers.  That  won-  ; 
ti  derful  man  to  whom  Spain  is  indebted  for  the  : 
«  New  World,  Columbus,  difgraced  himfelfby  d 
««  treachery  j  Cortes  by  a  hill  blacker  and  more  ; 

*  Tl-e  re-.etd'L^n  full  of  hir(7atnt'^7\  Hdory  here  attributes  to, ' 
the  yeoule  of  'Fumhcz  an,  inttance  of  treachery  which  is  in 
t!ie  liigheft'deo’-ee  improbable.  7”%  recorded  as  having^ 
fqrrficedio  thc':r  Idols  three  Spaniards  a.vho  confided  in  their  fncerity.-i 
d'he  people  of  Tumbez  had  no  idols  aniongil;  them.  They.- 
worflxipped  only  the  Sun  ;  but  in  the  facrifices  offered  to  hinT,;" 
no  human  blood  Mas  ever  fpilt.  This  abfurd  imputation  is 
ftill  more  ftrongly  difproved  by  the  manners  of  the  people,  / 
4hci.'  caadour  and  benevolence.  ^  ,  | 

n  flagitious  J 


THE  INCAS.  15 1 

<«  flagitious  inftance'  of  perfidy  ;  and  it  was  this 
that  tarnilhed  the  chains  with  which  he  fet- 
tered  Montezuma.  The  reft  have  difiionour-» 
“  ed  themfelves  by  their  ihamelefs  exceftes.  It 
depends  on  us,  my  friends,  either  to  partake 
of  their  infamy, 'or  by  a  contrary  condu<ft  to 
“  preferve  ourfelves  from  reproach,  and  tow*a{ii 
t  off  the  ftain  they  have  caft  on  our  country  : 
“  on  our  own  option  the  alternative  now  de- 
“  pends.  Our  objedt  is  to  fubjedl  to  the  power 
“  of  Spai'n  the  richeft  part  of  the  New  World  ; 
and  the  two  means  by  which  it  may  be  eftected 
“  are  gentlenefs  and  violence.  Violence  is  ufe- 
“  lefsj  and  amongft  warlike  nations,  where  our 
number  is  but  fniall,  it  would  be  no  lefs  peri- 
lous  than  unjuft.  The  peril  I  know  is'no- 
thing*,  but  glory  is  the  whole  ;  and  when  we 
«  {hall  have  opprefted,  laid  wafte,  and  changed 
“  thefe  countries  into  defarts  of  ftaughter  and 
“  capacious  graves,  can  we  venture  to  re-pafs 
the  fea,  laden  with  wealth  and  crimes,  and 
purfued  by  remorfe  ?  The  execrations  of  one 
“  world,  the  reproaches  of  the  other,  the  ven- 
geance  of  Heaven,  the  cries  of  nature  and  hu- 
“  manity,  will  unite  to  harrow  up  our  fouls. 
“  Neither  grandeur  nor  riches  can  confole  us  for 
becoming  objects  of  univerfal  dcteftation.  .  The 
-  ‘‘  courage  to  fuftain  it  I  do  not  poflefs  ;  nor 
have  ye  more  of  it  than  myfelf.  Let  us  fo  ufe 
“  profperity  as.  to  have  no  reafon  for  bluftiing  on 
refled'tion,  or  adverftty,  as  that  it  may  confer 
“  honour  upon  us.  Nothing  is  fo  excellent  as  juf- 
tice,  nor  is  any  thing  on  earth  fo  juft  as  the 
empire  of  virtue.  By  its  influence  let  us  feek 
“  to  prevail.  What  a  vidtory,  my  friends,  would 
it  be,  to  gain  without  blood-fhed  or  tears  1 
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What  a  triumph  to  acquire  only  by  exertions 
**  of  goodnefs  !  Gratitude  and  loye  would  lur- 
render  into  our  hands  whatever  thefe  people  ^ 
poffefs  3  to  conquer  and  captivate  them^  our 
arms  would  be  ufelefs ;  and  under  thefe  cir- 
cumflances  might  be  converted  into  proper  or-  ^ 
naments  for  the  temples  of  that  God,  whofe  - 
worfnip  we  are  come  hither  to  fpread.” 

The  younger  part  of  the  audience  applauded 
theaddrefs;  but  thofe  of  the  Caftilian  foldiersT 
who  had  ferved  under  Davila,  and  whofe  hands - 
had  been  imtrued  in  the  blood  of  the  people  on 
the  iilhmus,  drew  an  evil  prefage  from  what  ; 
they  called  the  weaknefs  of  their  general.  Vin¬ 
cent  de  V alverde  efpecially,  a  furious  and  fana¬ 
tical  prieft,  was  enraged  to  difcover  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Pizarro  the  fentiments  of  Las-Cafas ;  - 
and,  knitting  his  atrocious  brows  :  They  (hall 

bend,”  lend  he,  within  himfelf,  they  fhall  / 
bend  beneath  the  yoke  of  the  faith,  or  be  de-  , 
flroyed.” 

Vfithout  hearing  this  odious  nmrmuf,  Pizarro  “ 
-nicirched  towards  Turnbez,  and  required  of  the 
Cacioue,  to  be  received  as  a  friend.  But  the 
Cacique,  fnut  up  in  the  city,  anfwered  that  its  ; 
fate  depended  upon  Ataliba,  king  of  Quito,  who 
had  taken  it  under  his  protection  ;  and  that  the 
fort  would  defend  it. 

This  fort  it  was  necelTary  to  attack.  Pizarro 
approached  and  furveyed  it  *,  and  what  was  his 
aitoniihment  to  difcover,  from  the  form  of  the 
inclofure,  its  angles  and  walls  of  turf,  which 
w'ei’e  proof  againll  the  thunder  of  his  artillery, 
the  efiect  of  European  art  1  ‘‘  It  is  Molina,  it  ; 
“  is  he  who  hath  taught  the  Indians  to  intrench 
theinfelves  before  us,^^  faid  Pizarro  he  hath  : 

‘  ‘  built  ■ 
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**  built  for  them  thefe  ramparts,  which,  perhaps, 
“  he  likewife  defends.”  Impatient  to  gratify  his 
*  curiolity,  he  demands  a  parley  of  the  command¬ 
er  of  the  fort ;  and  Orozimbo  appears.  Spa- 
“  niard,  I  am  a  Mexican,  and  the  nephew  of 
Montezuma.  Judge  whether  I  ought  not  to 
“  know  thee,  and  whether  I  can  confide  in  thy 
“  words.  This  is  my  laft  afylum.  It'  fhall  be 
my  grave,  if  it  fhould  not  be  thine.” 

Mexicans  in  the  fort  of  Tumbez  !  nothing 
could  appear  more  incredible.  Pizarro  would  not 
believe  it.  However  it  became  neceffary  to  yield 
to  the  importunities  of  the  Cadilians.  Irritated 
at  a  reliftance,  which  they  regarded  as  an  infult, 
they  murmured  and  infifled  on  beginning  an  at¬ 
tack.  Pizarro  promifed  to  gratify  their  ddire. 
But,  with  the  hope  of  rendering  it  lefs  bloody, 
Te  was  difpoled  to  av^il  himfeif  of  the  night, 
and  aflault  them  by  furprife.  His  prudence  was 
cenfured  :  it  was  interpreted  into  an  injury  on 
thofe  whofe  fafety  he  appeared  to  confult;  his 
officers,  and  even  foldiers,  would  think  them- 
felves  diffionoured  by  fuch  timid  precautions  : 
it  was  not  before  thefe  flocks  of  Indians  that  it 
was  neceffiary  to  fear  the  light  of  day,  which  is 
fo  propitious  to  valour.  The  hero  llghed  and 
-yielded. 

The  attack  was  hidden  and  refolute.  The 
thunders  of  Europe  flew  over  the  ramparts  ;  the 
terrified  Indians  durft  not  appear  5  and  fafcines 
in  heaps  were  got  ready  to  fill  up  the  ditch. 
Orozimbo,  who  beheld  the  terror  that  had  feiz- 
ed  his  adherants,  re-animated  and  encouraged 
them.  ‘‘  What  !  my  friends,”  faid  he  to  them, 
is  there  any  thing  in  this  noife  that  affrights 
'  Is  the  found  mortal  ?  and  does  it  require 
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fb  great  an  effort  to  break  the  thread  of  life? 
Thefe  burning  mouths,  without  doubt,  do 
«  vomit  forth  death  *,  but  the  point  of  an  arrow¬ 
's  is  as  fatal,  and,  in  the  hand  of  a  brave  man, 
the  bow  is  not  lefs  terrible  than  fire.  Each 
of  you  have  but  one  death  to  fear,  and  a  thou- 
‘‘  fand  to  inliitSf  :  your  quivers  are  full.  Shew 
vourfelves  then,  and  repell  a  troop  of- men, 
who,  though  bold,  are  weak,  and  like  your- 
felves  vulnerable  and  mortal.”  Having  faid 
this,  a  fhower  of  arrows  inftantly  anfwered  the  v 
Cahilians’  hre.  The  approach  to  the  ditch,  and 
the  ground  on  which  the  foldiers  were  advanc-  ' 
ing  tq  fdl  it  with  fafcines,  began  to  be  dangerous.  ' 
'More  than  one  arrow,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  the  ' 
Mexicans,  were  flained  with  blood.  An  aveng¬ 
ing  eye  directed  their  flight,  and  feledfed  its  vic¬ 
tims.  Pennatez,  Mendes,  and  Salcedo,  retreat-  . t 
ed  with  wounds  •,  the  intrepid  Lerma  heard  the 
lhaft  dcftined  for  his  deffrucfion' whiz  through  , 
h, is  plume.-  The  brave  Peraltez  was  aftonifhed^. 
to  find  the  rapid  weapon  had  penetrated  his  thick  - 
fbield,  and  grazed  on  his  bofom.  The  nervous 
.arm  of  d  elaVco  had  difcharged  it  j  but,  blunted  ; 
by  the  iron,  it  fell  without  force  at  the  feet  of 
'  the  haughty  Spaniard. 

•  Benalcafar,  who  was  one  of  the  fcourges-  of 
thefe  countries,  mounted  on  a  fiery  fteed,  Ifimu- 
lated  the  ardour  of  the  foldiers.  An  arrow,  aimed ^ 
by  the  hand  of  Orozimbo,  ftruck  his  horfe  on 
the  flank.  The  beafi;  became  unmanageable,  ■ 
reared  up,,  beat  the  air  with  his  feet,  fell  back- ^ 
ward,  and  trampled  upon  his  rider,  who  lay  ex-f 
tended  on  the  fand.  Orozimbo,  on  feeing  him  ? 
fall,  exclaimed' with  a  fliout  of  joy:  “  Shades 
u  of  Montezuma  and  Guatimozin  !  Shade  of: 

“  my,. 


my  'father  !  Shades  of  my  friends  !  receive 
“  this  tribute,  this  weak  tribute  of  vengeance. 
I  fhall  not  die  without  having  caufed  one  of 
our  tyrants  to  pour  forth  his  blood  and  his 
foul !”  He  was  deceived  :  the  loofe  fancl 
yielded  under  the  weight  of  the  horfe,  and  the 
Gaftilian,  covered  by  it,  arofe  from  his  fall  more 
furious,  implacable,  and  thirdy  for  blood. 

The  fatal  lead,  which  carried  within  the  walls 
unavoidable  havoc,  but  too  well  avenged 
Pizarro,  without  affording  him  any  confolation. 
He  deeply  felt  the  mod  incondderable  lofs,  and 
was  forry  to  fee  the  Indians  enured  to  war,  and 
familiarized  to  the  report  and  dre  of  thofe  arms, 
wliich  had  every  where  fpread  terror  througji  the 
New  AVorld.  The  only  choice  remaining  was, 
either  to  render  thent  dill  more  intrepid  by  yield¬ 
ing  to  their  reddance,  or,  to  dake  all  hopes  of 
fuccefs  on  the  hazard  of  a  moment.  The  ditcli^ 
was  filled  up  fo  as, to  afford  them  a  paffage,  and 
it  was  in  their  power  to  fcale  the  fort.  Pizlirro 
refolved  to  attempt  it,  and  ^ave  the  proper  ^or¬ 
ders.  The  fire  was  iiidantly  redoubled  to  cover 
the  fcalade. 

Orozimbo  loft  not  his  courage.  He  forbade 
his  Indians  to  expofe  themfelves  to  thh  fire. 
“  Imitate  us,”  faid  he,  Telafco,  my  friends, 
“  and  I,  will  give  yaa  an  example.”  The  foie 
precaution  he  took  was  to  remove  his  ffffer  from 
the  place  of  attack.  She  extending  her  arms, 
conjured  him  with  tears  that  he  wmuld  permit  her 
to  be  near  him. 

Then  arming  themfelves  with  hatchets  and 
ihaflive  clubs,  and  bending  to  conceal  themfelves, 
they  waited  the  approach  of  their  bolded  adail- 
ants. 

\ 


Three 
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Three  appeared  at  once.  Mofcofo,  Alvara, 
and  Ferdinand,  the  younger  brother  of  Pizarro. 
They  mounted  with  a  fword  in  one  hand,  in  the  i- 
other  a  fhield,  and  in  their  eyes  the  moft  deter-  ^ 
mined  courage.  —i 

Telafco  attacked  Mofcofo,  and  with  a  blow  ef  S 
his  club  crulhing  the  helmet  which  the  Spaniard 
wore  to  defend  his  head,  forced  him  backward*3  'f 
from  the  top  of  the  walls.  He  fell  like  a  thun-  >^2 
derbolt  on  the  foldiers  behind  him,  and  rolled 
down  on  their  ilnelds. 


Ferdinand  Pizarro  was  preparing  to  leap  from 
the  ladder  tathe  rampart )  but  ftill  tottering,  on  a 
{lender  fupport,  he  could  neither  ward  olF  the 
the  ftrokes  of  an  opponent,,  nor  be  certain  of  his 
own.  Oroziinbo  having  grafped  him  by  that  arm 
in  which  he  held  his  {word,  wrenched  it  from 
him,  and  drew  him  towards  himfelf.  Ferdinand 
Itili  ilruggled,  but  was  brought  to  the  ground. 
His  conqueror  fpared  his  life,  and  the  foldier  that 
fiicceeded  him  received  the  fatal  ftroke  in  his 
head. 

Alvara,  at  the  inhant  he  feized  on  the  wall  to 


fnrmoLint  it,  felt  the  murderous  hatchet  de- 


icend  upon  his  cafque,  and,  glancing  from  J 
thence,  enter  the  arm  by  which  he  preferved  his  h 
hold-  He  fell  dowm  covered  with  blood  ;  and 
his  Ibldiers',  feeing  the  lifted  clubs  ready  to  fall'> 
upon  their  heads  no  longer  dared,  by  following  !; 
his  example,  to  expofe  themfeives  to  inevitable  : 
death.  •  V 

Pizarro  thought  he  had  loh  the  moft  afFe(Sli-  >j 
onate,  amiable,  and  virtuous  of  his  brothers ;  b 
but  he  reiirained  the  emotions  of  grief.  He’v 
faw  the  conllernation  of  thole  with-whofe  advice  ^ 
he  had  too  readily  complied,  but  forbearing  to  > 
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recrlmloate,  he  deiifted  from  ftorming  the 
fort. 

The  firft  care  of  Orozimbo,  after  the  enemy 
had  retired  into  their  camp,  was  to  burn  the  vail 
heap  of  fafcines  with  which  they  had  filled  up 
the  ditch  of  the  rampart ;  and  as  the  fmoke  and 
flames  rofe  above  the  walls  ^  “  Come,”  faid  he 
to  young  Pizarro,  “  and  behold  this  pile.  If  I 
“  Ihould  throw  you  into  it  alive,  and  with  you 
“  burn  ail  your  companions,  their  fathers,  their 
“  children,  and  their  wives,  I  Ihould  not  have 
“  requited  to  you  all  the  evils  that  your  nation 

hath  infli(Sled  on  us . Go  then,  go  back, 

“  and  tell  thefe  barbarians  that  the  nephews,  of 
“  Montezuma  having  at  their  feet  a  fire,  and  in 
“  their  hands  a  Caftilian  ....  Go,  I  tell  you 
“  without  delay  ;  for  raethinks  I  hear  the  lhade 
“  of  Guatimozin  repine.” 

Ferdinand  Pizarro  departed  with  a  deje^led 
heart,  not  daring  to  avow,  even  to  himfelf,  that 
he  was  indebted  for  his  life  to  the  clemency  of  an 
Indian,  and  that  Indian  the  nephew  of  Monte¬ 
zuma  !  On  the  plain  that  feparated  the  camp  of 
the  Spaniards  from  the  fort  of  Tumbez,  he 
found  an  old  man  weltering  in  his  blood  on  the 
fand.  The  aged  fulFerer,  ftill  alive,  ftretched 
out  his  arms  towards  the  youth  to  implore  his  af- 
fiftance.  Pizarro  approached  him.  The  Indian 
fixing  upon  him  his  dying  eyes,  Ihewed  him  his 
wounded  fide,  and  made  one  fign  towards  the 
Ihore  and  another  towards  Fleaven,  as  if  to  point 
out  the  crime  and  the  avenger. 

The  warrior,  commiflerating  his  misfortune, 
performed  for  him  every  office  of  humanity  *,  he 
llaunched  the  blood  of  his  wound  ;  and  helping 
him  to  rife  and  fupport  himfelf,  was  defirous  of 

condu<^ling 
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condu£ling  him  to  the  camp.  The  old  man 
trembled  with  horror,  and  conjured  him,  by  , 
kifling  his  hands  to  lead  him  the  oppofite  way. 

No,”  faid'he;  it  is  that  t<^ay  thby  are  gone.” 
— Who,”  alked  Pizarro.— The  murderers,” 
faid  the  old  man.  “  They  were  cloathed  like:.; 
“  you  ;  they  refemble  you  .  .  .  No,  forgive  nie,  .. 
“  I  ■would  not  do  you  Wrong :  you  are  as  good 
“  as  they  are  wicked.  They  came  from  the  fort 
and  weht  towards  the  Ihore  *,  I  was  eroding 
the  plain ;  I  did  them  no  injury.  One  of  : 
“  them  eyed  me  with  a  fierce  and  threatening  , 
“  look.  I  trembled  ;  I  falufcd  him  to  foften  his 
ferocity,  and  he,  drawing  his  fword,  plunged  , 
it  into  my  fide.” 

Ah  !  barbarians  !”  cried  the  young  man  in  a 
tone  expreffive  of  horror.  “  And  I  at  the 
moment  when  they  were  afTaffinating  you!” 
....  He  could  add  no  more  *,  fighs  ftopt  his 
voice.  He  embraced  the  old  Indian,  and  bath¬ 
ed  him  with  his  tears.  “  Ah  !  if  you  knew,”  ^ 
replied  he,  “  how  much  I  deteft  their  crime  ! 

<«  how  much  I  ought  to  abhoC  it !  Good  old 
man,  thy  days  fhall  be  dear  to  me  :  I  will  not- 
“  defert  thee.  Tdl  me,  where  fhall  I  conduct 
thee?” — ‘‘  To  the  village  you  fee  yonder,” 
faid  the  Indian.  “  It  is  there  thalt  my  children 
expe£t  me.  In  the  name  of  your  father  help 
“  me  to  drag  myfelf  on  towards  my  hut :  all  I  aflc 
of  Heaven  is  once'moreto  fee  my  children,  and 
««  expire  in  their  arms.”  This  happinefs  he  did 
not  enjoy.  Having  advanced  but  a  few  fteps,  his 
knees  tottered  under  him  and  he  felt  a  univerfal 
languor.  Sinking  back  on  the  bread  of  Pizarro 
and  fixing  his  eyes  on  thofe  of  his  fupporter,  he 
tenderly  prefTed  his  hand  j  after  looking  fledfaflly  ■ 
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on  Heaven,  and  cafting  a  tender  and  dying 
glance  towards  his  village,  he  breathed  his  , 
laft. 

Ferdinand,  overwhelmed  with  diftrefs,  return¬ 
ed  to  the  Spanilh  camp.  The  council  was  alTem- 
bled  in  the  tent  of  the  general ;  and  great  was 
the  tranfport  of  the  hero  at  the  fight  of  his  bro¬ 
ther,  a  brother  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  and 
whom  he  thought  for  ever  loft  !  He  arofe  and 
embraced  him.  The  two  other  warriors  of  the 
fame  blood  difeovered  equal  emotions  of  joy  ;  the 
whole  Council  participated  in  their  happinefs, 
and  rejoiced  at  his  return.  They  inquired  into 
the  circumftances  of  his  abfence.  He  informed 
them  of  every  thing  that  had  palfed,  of  the  va- 
■  lour  of  the  Mexicans,  the  clemency  of  their 
Chief,  and  his  difeovery  of  the  old  man.  The 
recital,  on  which  he  dilated  with  pleafure,  yield¬ 
ed  him  confolation  :  his  emotion  exprelfed  itfelf 
by  tears,  which  he  did  not  attempt  to  fupprefs. 

O  my  brother  !”  faid  he,  at  length,  to  the 
general,  “  it  is  we  who  teach  the  favages  to  be 
cruel  and  perfidious  ;  but  they  cannot  teach  us 
to  be ,  generous  and  good  !  What  a  difgrace 
«  to  us  !  I  demand  vengeance  for  the  murder 
<«  of  this  Indian  ,  I  demand  it  in  the  name  of 
Heaven  and  humanity.  Difeover  who  amongft: 
us  is  bafe  and  barbarous  enoi^igh  to  have 
plunged  his  fword  into  the  breaft  of  a  peaceful, 
“  fearful,  and  feeble  old  man.” 

There  were  in  the  council  unfeeling  men,  who 
faid  in  a  low  voice,  accompanied  with  a  fmile, 
that  young  Pizarro  fet  a  great  value  on  his  life, 
^mce  he  was  fo  grateful  to  them  for  condefeend- 
ing  to  leave  it.  He  obferved  the  fmile  of  con¬ 
tempt  and  was  ftung  by  it  \  but  the  general  re- 

«  ftraining 
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ftraining  his  impetuofity,  bade  him  take  his  feat 
at  the  board. 

The  great  object  of  the  Caftilians  was  to  huf- 
band  their  forces.  They  were  too  few  in  num¬ 
ber  to  hazard  a  diminution  from  a  fecond  onfet. 
It  was  necetlary  therefore  to  leave  behind  them 
the  city  and  fort  of  Tumbez,  to  feek  a  more  ac- 
ceflible  landing  place  on  another  part  of  the  coaft, 
or  to  reduce  to  the  laft  extremities,  by  a  long 
fiege,  the  defenders  of  this. 

The  propolition  of  a  liege  appeared  the  wifell 
and  mod:  glorious :  it  obtained  a  general  fuffrage. 
The  general  alone,  colledted  in  himfelf,  and  pro¬ 
foundly  occupied,  feemed  hill  to  be  irrefolute. 
He  raifed  his  head,  which,  for  a  long  time,  had 
refted  upon  both  his  hands,  with  majefty,  and 
flowly  looking,  round  the  alTembly  :  Caftilians,” 
faid  he,  I  was  deftrous,  by  my  deference  to 
‘  your  opinion,  to  give  you  a  proof  of  my  efteem.. 
'  I  permitted  the  fort  to  be  ftormed  ;  the  event 
hath  (hewn  the  imprudence  of  the  meafure. 
Ye  are  deftrous  of  befteging  thefe  walls,  ye 
‘  wifh  it,  and  I  again  confent.  But  among  peo- 
‘  pie,  who,  v/ithout  us,  and  remote  from-us, 

‘  lived  in  peace  on  thefe  fhores,  which,  whate- 

<  ‘Ver  may  be  faid,  we  have  invaded  by  an  unjuft 
‘  war,  expert  not  that  I  fball  reduce  a  whole 
^  city  to  undergo  the  laft  extremities  of  fear  city 
‘  and  famine.  I  with  to  intimidate  them.  But 
‘  if  this  people  have  the  fortitude  to  perfevere, 

<  I  (hall  never  have  the  cruelty  to  compel  them. 

<  When  in  battle  I  hazard  and  defend  my  own 
‘  life  and  the  lives  of  my  friends,  the  danger 
‘  to  which  I  expofe  myfelf  compenfates  the  evil 
‘  I  do ;  and  I  may  be  forgiven.  But  to  be  in- 
^  human  where  there  is  no  danger  !  to  behold  a 
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«  famifhed  multitude  languifliing  before  one’s 
eyes,  infants  expiring  on  the  bofoms  of  their 
mothers,  and  old  men  in  the  arms  of  their 
fons  !  To  behold  them  tearing  in  pieces  and 
devouring  each  other  in  the  ecftacies  of  grief, 
‘‘  rage  and  defpair  !  I  am  firmly  refolved  againft 
“  it,  and  of  this  I  forewarn  you.  Short  of 
this,  whatever  war  may  authorize — I  will 
do.” 


CHAP.  XLVI. 


The  prefage  of  Pizarro  was  foon  accomplifii- 
ed.  The  treafures  of  harvefl:  being  colle(Sted 
into  the  villages,  fcarcity  prevailed  within  the^ 
walls  of  the  city.  To  facilitate  the  accels  ol 
provifions  it  was  necelTary  to  attack  and  force  the 
lines  of  the  enemy.  Orozimbo  undertook  the 
command  of  thefe  {allies  ;  and  neither  his  fifter 
nor  his  friend  would  remain  behind  him. 

The  Spaniards,  having  furrounded  the  whole 
fort,  were  too  much  weakened  by  the  extent  or 
their  line,  and  being  furprized  by  an  attack  in 
the  night,  were  foon  overpowered  by  fuperior 
numbers.  The  fuccefs  of  the  firfi:  fally  revived, 
for  fome  time,  the  hopes  of  the  befieged  *,  but  - 
the  fecond  proved  fatal  to  the  heroes  of  Mex¬ 
ico  ;  both  loft  in  it  the  objedl  moft  dear  to  their 
hearts. 

•  The  charge  had  been  fo  well  condudled,  that 

the  lines  were  broken j  a  fupply  was  introduced 
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into  the  fort,  and  the  Indians  had  retired  without  ^ 
being  purfued.  In  this  retreat  Amazili  thought  ■  ■ 
fhefaw,  jay  the  glimmering  light  of  the  moon,  a  ^ 
young  Indian  ^toggling  between  two  Spaniards,  e' 
JTiicy  had  tatcen  him,  and  were  dragging  him 
away.  Telafco  was  not  with  her,  and  the  young 
rnan  appeared  to  refemble  him.  She  approached 
them,  and  her  fears  were  confirmed.  Diftradt- 
ed,  fiae  called  out  for  help,  but  without  -being 
Jieaid.  There  was  no  one  but  herfelf  to  defend  i 
him.  She  determined  to  fave  him,  or  perifh.  - 
Her  bow  was  extended.  But  will  fhe  pierce  the  v 
bofom  of  an  enemy,  or  the  heart  of  Iier  loTer  ? 
Her  eye  is  certain,  but  her  hand  trembles,  and 
her  fear  increafes  the  danger.  Twice  fhe  takes  * 
her  aim,  and  twice  her  lover  prefents  himfelf  be-'  ,, 
fore  the  arrow  juif  ready  to  fly.  A  fudden'  ,y 
chillnefs  feizes  her  ;  her  trembling  knees  -bend  , 
beneath  her  j  her  bow,  which  fhe  has  not  the 
ftrength  to  unftring,  falls  from  her  hands. 
Nature  and  love  at  length  call  forth  one 
of  thofe  efforts  whicii  aie  referved  for  extreme 
dangers.  She  availing  herfelf  of  ■  the  moment 
when  one  of  the  Spaniards  preffed  on  the  Mexi-  ■' 
can  with  his  fhield,  oil  charged  her  arrow.  'Be-  J. 
neath  its  ffroke  the  ioldier  fell,  and  that  arnt  of  '; 
Telafco  whkh  wielded  the  hatchet  was  immedi- 
ately  difengaged.  d  he  other  enemy  experienced 
its  terrible  exertion.  Telalco  delivered,  as  by  a  i 
prodigy,  Iiaffens  to  join  liis  companions,  who  ' 
-were  now  re-entering  the  walls  ....  But  un-  f 
happy  man,  what  doft  thou  ?  Thou  leaveft  thy  y 
miftrefs  in  the  power  of  thine  enemies.  ’  't 
No  fooner  was  the  arrow  flown,  and  Amazili 
had  beheld  her  lover  at  liberty  and  flying,  than  j 
her  flrength  forfook  1  1C  r,  and  left  her  unable  to/.-' 
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follow..  The  terror  arifing  from  thofe  reile^hons 
which  are  confequent  upon  imminent  dangers, 
and  that  continues  to  occupy  the  mind  when  the 
peril  itfelf  is  pafled,  prelerved  its  afcendancj 
over  her  heart,  which  had  now  loft  all  its  cou¬ 
rage,  and  exerted  fo  powerful  an  influence,  that 
file  funk  lifelefs  on  the  ground.  In  this  conditi¬ 
on  file  for  fome  time  lay.  On  opening  her  eyes 
Ihe  beheld  herfelf  furrounded  by  Caftilian  fol- 
diers,  whom  the  noife  of  tlie  conflicl  had 
brought  together  on  the  place.  They  found  her 
motionlefs,  and  beheld  her  with  pity,  each 
eagerly  endeavouring  to  recal  her  to  life.  Her 
beauty  re-animating,  imprefted  their  hearts  with 
a  tender  refpedt.  Savage  hearts  !  beauty  at  leaft 
can  foften  yout  ferocity  ;  it  is  one  right  over  you 
that  nature  hath  not  loft. 

The  young  and  brave  Mendoza,  mounted  on  a 
haughty  courfer,  was  dazzled  at  the  charms  of 
the  heroine,  whom  he  met  furrounded  by  foldiers. 
The  circlet  of  feathers  that  crowned  her  head, 
her  quiver  of  gold,  fufpended  by  a  chain  of  eme¬ 
ralds,  the  valuable  prefent  of  Ataliba,  tlie  tifllic 
that  inclrcled  her  waift,  and  caniined  the  folds 
of  her  floating  robe,  but  elpecially  the  fuperior 
dignity  of  her  air  and  deportment,  betrayed  her, 
and  indicated  her  illuftrious  rank. 

Young  beauty,”  faid  Mendoza,  by  what 
misfortune  9r  imprudence  have  you  fallen  into 
our  hands  ?” — Vengeance  and  love,”  faid 
fhe,  the  two  paftions  that  actuate  my  heart.” 
— Are  you  the  daughter,  or  the  wife,  of  the 
“  King,  of ‘Tumbes  ? — “  Neither,”  faid  flie, 
I  was  born  in  other  climates.  Thefe  walls 
“  have  been  my  refuge.  That  liberty  which  is 
“  ravifhed  from  me  was  my  only  blefling.’’- 
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“  It  fliall  be  reflored  to  you,”  faid  Mendoza ;  - 
deign  to  confide  in  me,”  and  taking  her  be¬ 
hind  him  on  his  horfe,  he  carried  her  to  the 
camp  of  Pizarro. 

The  morning  diffufed  its  light ;  and  Pizarro, 
in  the  midft  of  the  camp,  was  inquiring  the  ef-  : 
lefts  of  the  night.  Mendoza  arrived,  and  pre- 
fented  to  him  his  lovely  pfifoner.  The  hero  re¬ 
ceived  her  with  that  noble,  modeft,  and  eonfo- 
latory  goodnefs  to  which  the  unfortunate  are  en-  - 
titled,  and  which  are  the  conftant  tribute  to 
weaknefs  and  innocence  pro'tefted  by  beauty. 

But  fortune,  malignant,  purfued  AmazUh 
By  means  of  young  Ferdinand  Pizarro,  who  had- 
feen  her  in  the  fort  of  Tumbes,  fhe  was  immedh 
ately  difeovered.  ‘‘  -Ah,  my  brother !”  cried 
he,  it  is  herfelf,  itds  the  fifter  of  the  valiant 
“  Cacique,  of  the  generous  Mexican,  who 
faved  my  life  and  gave  me  my  freedom.  I  ' 
conjure  you,  requite  the  obligation.”  Pizarro 
was  difpofed  to  fend  her  back,  but  the  majority 
of  the  Spaniards  vociferoufly  complained.  Is 
it  neceflary  with  Mexicans  to  pique  ourfelves 
on  fuch  frivolous  ceremonies  and  nice  atten- 
“  tions  ?  Does  a  Spaniard  hope  to  conciliate 
their  friendlhip  ?  He  has  in  his  hands  the  cer- 
“  tain,  and  perhaps  the  only  means  of  obliging 
them  to  furrender  *,  and’  he  will  fuffer  it  to 
“  efcape  him  !  Flad  he  rather  behold  two  hun- 
**  dred  men  committed  to  his  care,  totally  unpro- 
<<  vided  of  every  fupply  on  an  hoftile  fliore  and 
“  without  any  flielter  perilh  around  thefe  ram- 
‘‘  parts,  either  by  fatigue,  mifery,  or  the  wea- 
“  pons  of  ravages  ?  "VV  as  it  his  deiign  to  facri- 
“  fee  them  ? 

The  general  would  have  defpifed  thefe  com¬ 
plaints,  had  not  this  exchange  of  prifoners  fo 

nearly 
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nearly  concerned  him.  But  his  perfonal  Intereft 
would  have  rendered  odious  this  inftance  of  juf- 
tice  j  and  he  was  folicitous  to  place  himfelf  above 
the  reach  of  fufpicion.  He  ordered  Valverde, 
the  only  man  who,  on  account  of  his  profeffion, 

^  could  with  propriety  be  appointed  to  guard  the 
prifoner,  to  be  called ;  and  confided  her  to  his 
care,  with  in{iru6tions  to  carry  her  on  board  the 
fliip  The  fame  day  he  informed  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  fort  that' his  fifter  was  a  prifoner ; 
and  that  he  had  affigned  her  his  fliip  for  an  aly- 
lum ;  that  every  attention  fliould  be  flievvn  her 
and  every  convenience  provided,  which  could  al¬ 
leviate  the  misfortune  of  captivity  :  but  that  a  duty 
more  facred  than  gratitude,  forbade  him  to  re- 
ftore  her,  unlefs  that  by  renouncing  a  refiftance  it 
would  be  ufelefs  to  protraa,  he  would  admit  them 
into  their  fort. 

The  Mexican  heroes,  on  difcovering  the  ab- 
fence  of  Amazili,  had  uttered  cries  of  grief  and 
rage.  They  every  where  fought  her  with  their 
eyes  ;  they  called  her  j  "■  they  ran  through  tne 
[  whole  inclofure  of  the  rampart  that  feparated 
1  them  from  her,  ready  to  encounter  a  thoufand 
deaths  wherever  they  might  hear  her  lamentati- 
!  ons.  Her  lover,  dared  even  to  leave  the  fort  and 
i  feek  her  in  the  country.  At  length  in  defpair, 
i  and  fuppofing  her  loft,  they  were  weeping  toge- 
■  ther,  when  the  meftenger  of  Pizarro  informed 
^  them  file  was  alive.  The  firft  emotion  of  their 
I  hearts  was  devoted  to  joy  ;  but  their  rapture  was 
;  delufive,  and  foon  followed  by  grief, 
j  Amazili  in  flavery,  at  the  mercy  of  tbe  Spani¬ 
ards,  without  the  poftibility  of  being  delivered, 

I  but  on  condition  of  furrendering  the  fort  !  was  a 
'  fpecies  of  misfortune  not  lefs  diftrefsful  than  death 
i  ^  itfelf 


j 
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'  '  '  '  I 

itfeli.  But  indignation  Having  re-animatecf  the  .! 
heart  of  Orozimbo  with  courage,  he  greatly  re- 
plied,  that  his  filler  was  very  dear  to  him,  but  ') 
that  he  would  not  for  her  fake  betray  a  King, 
who  was  his  benefadfor,  his  ho  11,  and  his  friend  ; -  | 
that  he  thanked  the  chief  of  the  Caftilians 
for  the  attention  he  fhewed  to  a  captive  Prin- 
cefs  *,  but  that  he  thought,  by  fending  back  his  ” 
brother,  he  had  given  a  more  generous  exam-  ' ; 
pie.  '  >  ;■ 

When  Pizarro  heard  the  anfwer  of  Orozimbo,  - 
he  flernly  eyed  the  Caftilians  that  furrounded  > 
him  and  faid  to  them  :  **  Behold  how  far  fupe- 
rior  thefe  men  are  to  us,  and  in  comparifon  ; 
**  of  them,  how  vile,  wicked,  and  bafe  we  ap-  : 

pear?  Learn  to  blufh  at  your  own,  and  imi-  ' 
“  tate  their  conducft.”  From  that  moment  he 
refolved  to  reftore  Amazili,  and  to  charge  Fer-  ’l 
dinand  himfelf  wjth  the  care  of  re-conducling  s., 
lier.  As  the  day,  however,  was  declining,  he  ’| 
deferred  the  execution  of  his  defign  till  the 

_  O  u' 

next.  b 

In  the  mean  time  the  hypocritical  villain,  to  ;• 
whole  care  fhe  had  been  committed,  finding 
himfelf  alone  with  her,  felt  the  deadlieft  poifbn  5 
of  love  rankle  in  his  veins.  He  approached  her  1 
at  firft,  under  the  pretence  of  offering  confola-  ■ 
tion.  ««  My  daughter,”  laid  he,  moderate 
“  your  grief,  tlea'ven  watches  over  you:  and  . 
‘‘  both  the  afylum  it  hath  provided,  and  the 
“  guardian  it  hath  choferi  you,  are  evident  marks  1 
of  its  goodnefs.  Under  this  plain  and  modeft  1 
habit  know  you  who  1  am,  aiid  all  that  I  can  5' 
do  for  you  ?  I  arn  as  you  fee  unarmed,  but  d 
thofe  who  bear  arms  are  fubjedl  to  my  will.  "’ 

-  “I  have  ^ 
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«  I  have  only  to  command  them  to  fhed  blood, 
«  and  blood  will  be  fpilt.  I  have  only  to  bid 
««  the  fword  defift,  and  it  returns  to'  its  fcabbard. 
«  Nations,  armies,  kings  themfelves,  are  lub- 
«  je6t  to  my  equals,  and  we  rule  over  men  as  over 
babes.” 

Amazili,  who  had  remembered  prieds  in  Mexi- 
cOi  perceived  that  Valverde  excercifed  this  dread¬ 
ful  function.  You  are  then,”  faid  ihe,  “  one 
“  of  the  interpreters  of  the  Gods?”— Of  the 
Gods!”  replied  Valverde;  know,  there  is 
but  one:  and  it  is  he  whom  I  ferve.  All  trem- 
ble  before  him  ;  and  he  hat;h  committed  into 
«  my  hands  'his  power.  My  fpirit  is  his  ;  my 
“  voice  is  his  organ;  I  fpeak,  and  it  is  he  who 
««  is  heard  ;  it  is  his  will  that  I  declare  ;  and  his 
will  changes  when,  and  how  I  pleafe,  for 
«  he  hears  me ;  and  my  prayer  either  pro- 
vokes,  or  appeafes  him,  according  to  my  plea- 
fure.” 

‘‘  Will,  then,”  faid  die,  that  your  God  be 
juft,  and  that  he  ceafe  to  purfue  the  miferable 
j  “  who,  having  never  known  him,  cannot,  pof- 
‘‘  ftbly  havfe  offended  him.” 

“  Your  calamity,  t  acknowledge,  is  deferving 
“  of  pity,”  faid  Valverde  ;  but  without  a  pro- 
I  digy  you  can  fcarcely  avoid  the  precipice  on 

I  “  which  I  now  fee  you.  You  are  known  to  be 
■  the  fifter  of  the  warrior  v/ho  defends  thefe 

,  “  walls  :  it  has  been  propofed  to  him  to  furrender 
:  “  them  :  your  ranfom  is  the  price.  If  he  loves 
“  you  enough  to  comidy  with  this  difgraceful 
I  prefeription,  you  will  be  united  again,  but 

[  in  fhame  and  in  flavery  ;  I  fay  in  fliame,-  my 

daughter,  for  he  rnuft  be  regarded  as  bafe 

“  dtiid 
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“  and  perfidious j  if  for  your  fake  he  violates  his 
-  truft.” 

Amazili  fhuddered  with  terror  while  he  fpoke 
«  Well  then,”  replies  he,  ‘‘  do  you  think  if  there 
fliould  come  from  Ideaven  a  beneficent  being, 

«  who  would  protedl  you  beneath  the  fhadow  of  " 
his  wings,  ftrike  your  enemies  with  confufion 
and  terror,  and  refcue  you  out  of  their  hands, 

“  that  you  ought  to  defpife  his  care,  and  refufe 
his  afiiftance  And  who,”  aflced  flie, 

“  will  be  this  propitious  being?” - — “  I,”  an-, 

fwered  Valverde. — Ah  !”  faid  fhe,  “  we  fhall  ' 
‘‘  refpedl  our  deliverer  as  a  God.”  It  depends 
on  yourfelf  alone,  for  me  to  deliver  you,”  re¬ 
plied  the  villain  ;  'and  it  is  you  that  may  in- 
**  duce  me  to  it.” — “  Alas!  by  what  means  ?”  ' 
— ‘‘  Idiink  on  the  happy  moment  when  the  bro- 
ther  whom  you  fo  ardently  love,  when  the 
lover  who  is  hill  fo  much  dearer  to  your  heart, 
beholding  your  return,  fhall  rufh  forward  to 
meet  your  embraces.” — «« I  fliould  be  overcome 
with  tranfport.” — — I  believe  you  j  and  my 
“imagination  with  pleafure  contemplates  the  ' 
“  happy  interview.  Amiable  maid^  methinks  I 
“  fee  you  flying  to  their  bofoms,  and  beftowing 
upon  them  the  mofi:  tender  carefies ;  your 
“  charms  revive,  and  Ihine  forth  with  an  heaven- ^ 
“  ly  fplendor  ;  your  heart  palpitates,  your  bread 
throbs ;  a  fparkling  radiance  fits  trembling  on 
“  the  tear  of  rapture  that  is  ready  to  ftream  from 
“  your  eye.  Yes,  1  will  refiore  to  you  this 
“  lover,  this  happy  lover.  Enjoy  the  foretafte 
of  thofe  delights  that  I  fiiall  procure  you,  and 
let  me  participate  in  them  by  realizing  the  il- 
“  lufion  I  have  raifed  in  your  mind,  fmagine 
you  behold  him  inviting  you,  contemplating 

**  your 
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your  charms,  and  fondly  breaking  fofth  in 
“  the  tendereft  expreffions  of  joy  and  of  love. 
‘‘  Throw  yourfelf  into  his'  arms,  and  partake 
‘‘  the  diforder,  the  intoxication  and  the  eeftafy 
with  which  you  inrpire  him.”  At  tliefe  words, 

with  eyes  inflamed,  he  fprung . She  ef- 

caped,  and  fnatching  up  her  bow,  which  fhc 
armed  with  an  arrow,  cried  out,  with  an  air  in 
which  indignation  was  blended  with  terror  : 
",  Forbear  !  falfe  and  barbarous  man,  forbear  I 
"  1  underfland  your  defign,  I  perceive  the  price 
"  at  which  you  rate  your  bafe  compaffion.  I  am 
"  weak,  a  captive,  and  in  the  power  of  my  op- 
"  preflbrs ;  but  in  my  weaknefs  I  have  one  re- 
"  fburce  to  fupport  me.  This  refource,  ^whicli 
"  places  me  beyond  the  reach  of  tyrants,  is  a 
"  generous  contempt  of  death.” 

**  Imprudent  woman !”  replied  Valverde, 
"  fee  you  nothing  to  be  dreaded  but  death  ? 

"  wliat  think  you  of  a  perpetual  flavery  }  the 
“  misfortune  of  beholding  no  more  the  objecSts 
** ,  moft  dear  to  your  heart  ?  and  the  ftill  more 
“  terrible  evil  of  dragging  into'  chains  your  bro- 
!**  ther  and  your  lover  ?  .  Tremble,  and  fall 

on  your  knees  to  appeafe  my  refentment ;  or 
"  the  fugitives  from  a  country  that  we  have  re- 
“  duced  to  afhes,  thy  brother,  thy  lover  and 
"  thyfelf,  ye  all  in  your  turns  lhall  undergo  the 
“  fate  of  your  kings.” 

**  Go,”  faid  fhe  with  horror,  were  the 
burning  gridiron  before  me  on  which  Gua- 
i'*  timozin  was  laid,  I  would  rather  throw  my- 
'*  felf  upon  it  alive,  than  at  the  feet  of  the  vil- 
‘  lain  I  abhor.”  On  favintx  thefe  words  flie  ex- 
[ended  her  bow  to  pierce  his  heart,  Valver- 
VoL.  IL  I  de. 
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de,  confounded  but  remorfelefs,  retired  full  ol: 


rage. - 

Left  to  herfelf,  the  unhappy  maid  gave  way 
to  the  impulfe  of  her  grief.  1  o  find  herfelf  le- 
parated  for  ever  froni  her  brother  and  her  lover, 
or  to  behold  them  furrender  themfelves  to  the 
murderers  of  their  family  and  the  deftroyers  of 
their  country !  They  could  never  refolve  to  do  ^ 
it  *,  and  though  they  could,  would  they  on  this 
account  experience  the  more  mercy  ?  Their  ene¬ 
mies  have  already  been  taught  to  fear  them,  ^nd 
^  will  take  care  not  to  leave  Mexico  fuch  formida¬ 


ble  avengers.  n  o-  ' 

In  the  filence  of  the  night,  thefe  reflections, 

animated  by  the  image  of  her  country,  which 
obtruded  itfelf  on  her  view  all  covered  with  blood,  - 
To  violently  agitated  her  mind,  that  fhe  would 
have  fuflbred  a  thoufand  deaths,  rather  than,  for 
her  deliverance,  they  fliould  fubmit  to  the  terms 
which  the  Caftilians  had  propofed. 

But  it  was  not  by  fubmifflon  that  Orozimbo- 
and  Telafco  meditated  her  refcue.  To  choofe  a 
dark  night,  fally  forth  from  the  ramparts,  at¬ 
tack  the  enemies  camp,  perifh  together,  or  pe¬ 
netrate  to  the  Blip  where  Am.azili  was  confined, 
and  bear  her  away  j  was  the  bold  defign  they  had 


formed  in  their,  defpair. 

Both  burned  with  impatience  till  morning 
Ihould  fliine  on  the  port.  They  hoped  that 
AmaziU  would  appear  on  the  ftern,  where,  from 
the  top  of  the  ramparts,  they  might  be  able  to 
diftinguifh  her.  Their  expeaation  was  not  dih 

^'^AmlzUi,  with  a  heart  ftill  perplexed  by  the 
terrors  of  the  night,  was  waiting  on  the  ftern 


before  the  dav/n,  till  the  fplendor  of  morning 
fhould  appear,  and  in  the  mean  time  her  eyes, 
through  the  glimmering  of  twilight  were  fatigued 
with  attempting  to  defcry  the  fort,  which  hung 
over  the  fea.  At  firft  (he  thought  it  begun  to  be 
perceptible ;  at  length  (lie  faw  it  diftindtly,  and 
on  the  wall  (he  difcovered  two  men,  whom  her 
heart  affiired  her  were  her  brother  and  her  lover. 
“  They  are  feeking  we  with  their  eyes,”  faid 
(lie,  **  they  cannot  live  without  me.  I  (liall 
render  them  weak  and  puhllanimous^  perfidious 
“  towards  their  country,  and  faithlefs  towards  a 
king,  their  beriefa6lor  and  friend.  No,  I  will 
“  not  fo  fatally  overvalue  my  life  j  if  it  be  to 
“  them  a  (hameful  chain,  I  will  free  them  from 
it.”  Then,  to  fix  on  her  their  attention  (lie 
fook.ofFher  girdle,  and  waved  it  in  the  air.  One 
of  them,  her  faithful  Telafco,  anfwered  her  fig- 
nal  by  waving  in  return  the  circlet  of  feathers 
that  crowned  his  head ;  and  when  (lie  was  well 
afTured  that  their  eyes  were  rivetted  on  her,  at¬ 
tentive  to  all  her  motions ;  (he  drew  an  arrow 
from  her  quiver,  raifed  her  arm,  and  faid,  but 
without  the  hopes  of  being  heard  :  **  Adieu,  my 
“  brother,  adieu  unhappy  Telafco.  I/ament  my 
“  fate,  but  above  all  avenge  me,  avenge  Mexico.” 
At  thefe  words  fhe  pierced  her  bofom  and  threw 
herfelf  into  the  fea. 

O  Heaven  !  mv  fifter  !  Amazili  !  ....  It  is 
✓ 

‘‘  overi  I  faw  her  ftrike  the  fatal  blow  and  fall. 
“  I  beheld,”  cried  Orozimbo,  the  ivaves  open 
“  to  receive  her  and  clofe  again  upon  her.  My 
fifter,  my  dear  Amazili,  is 'no  more.  Sheds 
no  more  !  Yet  we,  and  the  monfters  who 
have  compelled  her  to  defirov  herfelf  ftill 

I  2  .  '  “  live ! 


172 


THE  INCAS. 


live  !  . . .  .  All !  we  will  avenge  her.  My  bro- 
«  ther!  my  friend!  Yes,  we  will  avenge  her.'; 
«  It  is  the  laft  hope  of  our  fouls.”  Having  thus 
fpoken,  pale,  trembling,  fuffocated  with  fobs 
and‘ overwhelmed  with  tears,  they  embraced  each 
other,  fell  together,  rolled  on  the  dull, ^  and^ 
vented  their  grief  in  groans  which  were  ‘  inter¬ 
rupted  at  intervals  by  a  dreadful  filence..  At 
length  recovering  their  fortitude,  they  concerted 
meafures  for  fallying  forth  on  the  following  night, 
and  carrying  into  the  enemies  camp,  terror,  car¬ 
nage  and  death.  Alas  1  iiow,  vain  a  proje£l !  before 
the  evening  arrived,  fortune  had  changed  the 
fate  of  every  thing  on  that  coaft. 

They  faw  the  people  from  the  vallies  of  Ica,  Pif- 
CO  and  Acari,  running-in  crowds  to  meet  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  offering  them  homage,  and  foliciting  them  • 
to  repair  to  the  port  of  Rimac,  on  thole  Ihores,^. 
where  foon  after  they  built  the  city  of  Kings. 
This  hidden  revolution  was  the  work  of  Mango. 
Pizarro  availed  himfelf  of  it  with  joy:  he  re-im- 
barked  with  his  men  ;  and  the  Mexicans,  fu¬ 
rious  to  behold  the  Callilians  efcapihg  from  their 
vengeance,  gloomily  refumed  the  road  from  the 
tops  of  the  mountains  through  the  helds  of  Tu- 

mibamba. 
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.  Ataliba,  who  after  his  vi 

of  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  allowed  his  ar¬ 
my  to  rdpofe  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Zamora  ; 
and  at  this  time,  the  Sun,  in  the  northern  tro¬ 
pic,  having  attained  that  limits,  which  an  invari- 
^le  law  hath  appointed,  and  which  he  never 
exceeds,  in  a  fpacious  plain,  and  in  the  midft 
of  an  extenfive  camp,  faw  his  fehival  folemniz- 
ed.  The  people  there  alTembled  in  crowds  j  the 
court  of  the  Inca  repaired  hither  from  the  pa- 
lace  of  Riobamba,  where  the  prince  had  left  it ; 
the  deareft  of  his  wives,  the  lovely  and  tender 
Aciloe,  came  with  it  her  eyes  were  yet  ftream- 
■  ing  with  tears,  called  forth  by  the  memory  of 
her  fon,  and  which  time  had  been  unable  to  ab- 
forb.  Cora,  by  whofe  misfortunes  the  princefs 
had  been  fenfibly  touched,  and  who  had  been  ^ 
received  at  her  court,  accompanied  her  to  the 
feaft.  She  met  again  her  Alonzo  with  tran- 
fport,  proud  to  difplay  the  effefts  of  their  mu¬ 
tual  paffion.  .  r.  r 

All  the  feftivals  of  the  Sun  had  fome  objedt  of 

public  morality  in  view.  This,  more  folemn 
and  ftriking  than  the  reft,  was  the  feftival  of 
death., '  What  diftinguiflied  it  from  thofe  already  ' 
deferibed  was  a  hymn  which  was  fung  in  the  ce*- 
lebration.  The  pontiff,  with  a  ferene  air  and 
wearing  on  his  brow  a  myfterious  tranc^uillity , 
beean  the  funeral  ftanzas ;  the  Incas  refponded, 

■  ^  1 3  and 


174 


V  T  H  E  INCAS. 


and  the  people,  liftenlng  in  filence,  mufed  on 
death. 

Man,  defined  to  labour,  to  fufFcring  and 
to  forrow,  comfort  thyfelf,  for  thou  art  mor-. 
tal.  In  the  morning  thou  ari fed  to  feel  thy 
wants;  in  the  evening,  thou  lyeft  down,  wea- 
“  ry,  and  dejedled  with  toil.  Comfort  thyfelf,  ■ 
“  for  death  awaits  thee,  and  in  his  bofom  is  re- 
**  pofe. 

“  Thou  feefl-a  bark  that  has  been  tofled  by 
the  ftcrm  re-enter  the  peaceful  harbour,  and 
reft  fecurein  its  port.  This  ocean,  inceftantly 
-‘5  vexed  by  tempefts,  is  life  ;  the  peaceful  and 
fafe  harbour  that  no  ftorms  can  moleft  is  the 


grave. 


“  Thou  beholdeft  the  fearful  infant,,  whom 
his  motlicr  hath  left  at  a  diftance,  to  make  him 
put  forth  his  ftrength.  He  haftens  towards 
her  with  tottering  fteps,  holding  out  his  weak 
“  arms  ;  he  approaches  her,  riiflies  into  her  bo- 
fom,  and  feels  no  longer  his  weaknefs.  Such 
«  a  clhld  is  man;  and  ftich  a  tender  mother  is 
nature,  which,  in  a  moment  like  this,  the 
vulgar  call  death. 

Frail  man,  during  thy  life  thou  art  the  Have 
of  neceftity,  the  Iport  of  accidents.  Death 
will  break  thy  bonds :  thou  lhalt  be  free ;  and 
to  thee  there  vvill  exift  through  immenftty  on- 
««  ly  thyudf  and  the  God  that  formed  thee. 

“  Let  the  God,  which  animates  the  world  but 
breadie;  it  is  life.  Let  him  reflime  that  breath; 
it  is  death.  What  is  there  furprifmg  in  the 
‘‘  exility  of  a  breath  that  pafles  into  thy  bofom, 
“  as  the  wind  paffes  through  a  tree  ?  Is  the  fo- 
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<«  Thou  liaO:  feen  thine  equal  expire  •,  his  coil- 
“  vuhions  have  filled  thee  with  fear ;  and  thofe 
efforts  of  grief,  the  moment  of  relinquifhing 
his  prey,  thou  attributed:  to  death.  Death,  is 
exempt  from  fuffering  *,  and  on  the  brink  of 
**  the  grave  is  a  bulwark,  where  the  remaining 
evils  of  life  are  accumulated  •,  but  beyond  it  is 
an  eternal  calm. 

<6  Deemed:  thou  that  time  is  flow  in  its  pro- 
«  grefs  ?  It  is  becaufe  time  conduaeth  to  death, 

‘‘  and  death  is  the  term  towards  which  nature, 

“  difquiet,  and  impatience  of  life,  is  tending. 
What  man  is  there  that  does  not  wifli  for  to- 
morrow  ?  It  is,  becaufe  that  to-day  is  life,  and 
to-morrow  is  death. 

**  Old  age  which  diiTolves  all  the  ties  of  the 
<«  foul,  the  unavoidable  alternative  of  decrepi- 
tude  or  mortality,  the  fbother  of  dumber, 

«  which  is  only  tire  forgetfulnefs  of  one’s  felf, 
the  difguft,'  the  oppreffive  confeioufnefs  of  a 
«  languicf  and  tedious  exidence,  all  diq>ole,  in- 

«  vite,  habituate  us. to  death. 

Whence  then,  O  man,  arifes  this  repugnance 
**  to  a  blefling  towards  which  thou  art  led,  by 
an  invincible  proclivity  ?  h.  is  that  thou  thmK- 
eft  thy  felf  wifer  than^iatur-,  better  than  the 
<5  God  that  gave  thee  exidence  •,  it  is  that  thou 
taked:  the  darknefs  of  futurity  for  an  unfa-. 
thomable  abyfs. 

And  who  would  luff  r  life  if  the  exit  were 
**  lefs  terriole  ?  Idature  intimidates  us  to  retain 
us  in  it.  It  is  an  immenfe  gulph,  which  fhe 
hath  hollowed  out  on  the  confines  of  being  and 
death,  to  prevent  our  defertion. 

((  W'ere  there  a  God  fo  inexorable  as  to  will 
<<  that  man  fliould  be  driven  to  defpair,  he  would 

I  4  '  have 
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have  condemned  him  never  to  die.  Difguft 
“  and  diftrefs  would  afflict  his  foul ;  the  necefl^ty 
,  of  living,  like  a  thorn  armed  with  innumerable 
«  points,  would  incelTantly  wound  his  heart.  The 
fign  of  reconciliation  between  heaven  and  man, 
is  death. 

There  is  but  one  means  of  rendering  life 
more  valuable  than  death  :  that  is  to  live  for 
our  country,  faithful  to  its  worfhip  and  its 
«  laws,  conducive  to  its  profperity,  and  wmrthy 
‘‘  of  its  gratitude ;  to  be  able  to  fay,  when  dy- 
ing  :  1  have  not  only  lived  for  it  j  it  flaall  have 
my  laft  figh.^' 

Thus  fung  the  offspring  of  the  Sun ;  and 
tliefe  fongs,  which  refounded  in  the  fouls  of  the 
young  warriors,  railed  them  above  themfelves. 
But  the  women  and  the  children  regarding  their 
hulbands  and  fathers  with  eyes  w^hich  exprefled 
both  tendernefs  and  terror,  feemed  to  conjure 
the  continuance  of  their  love,  or  at  leaf!:,  that 
they  would  ffill  bear  the  evils  of  life,  and  oppofe 
the  fpohtaneous  emotions  of  nature,  to  this  en- 
thuhafm  that  prompted  them  to  fet  death  at  de¬ 
fiance. 

The  monarch,  after  the  hymn  was  concluded, 
having  pronounced  an  eulogy,  upon  thd*  brave 
Indians,  according  to  their  tribes,  who  bad  fal- 
/  Ln  In  his  def^jnee  :  We  have  lamented  over 

‘‘  the  dead,”  refumed  he;  “  our  mourning  is 
“  concluded:  Let  us  leave  the  pad,  which  is 
“  now  no  more ;  a*nd  think  only  on  the  future, 
“  which,  to  us,  is  a  new  being.  Plunderers, 
“  and  the  fcourges  of  all  countries  wherever  they 
“  come,  are  arrived  at  Tumbez.  I  think  I 
have  placed  that  city  in  a  fituation  to  wichftand 
them.  It  is  defended  by  heroes ;  hut  this  is 

“  not 
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not  fufficient ;  to-morrow  I  fly  to  their  relief. 

“  People,  it  is  there  that  dangers,  worthy  of 
“  the  moft  intrepid  courage,  invite  us.  Ye  wjll 
“  there  behold  fwift  animals  bearing  men  to  bat- 
“  tie ;  ye  will  there  fee  the  image  of  the  terrible 
“  Illapa  *  in  the  arms  of  the  plunderers.  They 
“  poflefs  the  art  of  giving  death  the  moft  for- 
“  midable  appearance.  But  it  is  no  more  thai> 
“  death*,  and  ye  ha- e  heard  if  death  fhould  be 
“  feared.  Thefe  robbers,  however,  are  mortal 
“  like  us  j  and  fo  finall  is  their  number,  that  if 
“  ye  furround  thdm,  they  will  be  in  the  midft 
“  of  you,  like  leaves  in  a  whirlwind.  Behold, 
continues  he,  pointing  to  Alonzo,  one  who 
“  knows  how  to  conquer  them  j  he  will  com- 
“  mand  you. 


CHAP.  XLVIII. 


Thus  fpoke  Ataliba,  and  infpired  them  with 
his  courage.  But  towards  the  clofe  of  day  he 
he  beheld  the  arrival  of  the  Mexican  warriors  to 
his  camp,  who  acquainted  him  with  the  circum- 
ftances  of  their  difgrace.  They  informed  him 
that  Mango,  .reduced  to  defpair,  had  pretended, 
and  propagated  among  the  Indians  the  report  of, 

*  ^ee  the  laft  note  of  the  facond  chapter. 
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an  oracle  delivered  by  the  king  his  father,*  who, 
when  he  was  dying,  foretold  the  arrival  of  the  ^ 
CaiVilians,  had  recommended  to  his^  people  to 
meet  and  adore  them;  that  to  fupport  this  opi¬ 
nion,  Mango-  had  himfelf  fet  the  example,  by 
fending  an  anibalTy  to  the  Caftilian  general,  im¬ 
ploring  his  aid  in  favour  of  the  king  of  Cufco, 
agaihii:  the  ufiirper  of  the  throne  of  the  Incas, 
the  deftroyer  of  their  race,  the  opprelTor  of  the 
Inca  his  brother,  who  was  a  prifoner  within  the 
wails  of  Cannara. 

The  fame  news,  which  arrived  from'-all  quar¬ 
ters  at  the  fame  time,  rapidly  fpread  through  the 
army.  Anxiety  and  terror  prevailed  in  every 
mind,  when  the  Cacique  of  Rimac  came  to  de¬ 
liver  to  the  Inca  the  letters  with  which  the  Spa- 
nilli  general  had  difpatched  him,  for  Alonzo. 
Pizarro,  when  he  lent  him  the  letter  of  Las-Ca- 
las  wrote  to  him  to  this  effect : 

My  dear  Molina,  if  you  love  your  country, 
««  now  is  the  moment  to  fave  it  from  the  com- 
“  midibn  of  crimes.  If  you  love  the  Indians, 
this  is  the  moment  to  fave  them  from  ^ifery. 
You  know  not  the  friend  you  have  abandoned. 
What  hath  diftrelTed  you,  is  ftill  more  diftref- 
“  fing  to  me.  But  without  rank  to  make  me 
.  relpe£l:abie,  and  authority  to  exadf  obedience, 
“  I  was  compelled  to  overlook  what  I  was  un- 
“  able  to  punilh.  I  have  fince  made  a  voyage 
<<  to  Spain,  and  am  at  length  returned  with  the 
plenary  power  "of  our  invincible  Monarch. 
*«  'fhis  young  Prince  is  a  lover  of  mankind. 
He  requires  that  the  Indians  fliall  be  treated 
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«  with  lenity  and  indulgence.  He  hath  injoined 
‘  me  to  watch  over  them  with  the  tender  folici- 
«  tude  of  a  father.  Happy  fhall  I  be  to  fulfill 
‘  his  defigns  !  Be  aflured  my  inclination  coin- 
‘  cides  with  my  duty.  But  you  well  know  how 
«  much  the  influence  of  delegated  authority  is 
‘  diminifhed  by  diftance,  and  with  what  pre- 
'  caution  I  ought  to  condu<St  myfelf  towards  men 
‘  fo  impetuous  and  refolute.  Among  them 
‘  there  are  Tome  of  a  difinterefted  foul,  and  a 
«  feeling  and  generous  heart ;  thefe  are  eafily 
‘  governed.  But  the  greater  part  are  blind, 
‘  turbulent,  and,  above  all,  avaricious:  thefe, 

<  I  confefs  to  you,  1  fear  myfelf  unable  to  con- 
‘  troul.  My  friend,  fliould  hoftilities  provoke 
^  them,  I  cannot  anfwer  for  their  conducf.  A 
‘  peaceful  reception  on  the  part  of  your  people, 
‘  is  the  only  means  of  eftabli filing  between  ns 
‘  concord  and  good  underftanding.  It  is  your 
‘  part  to  affifi;  me  in  conciliating  their  minds.  I 
‘  find  one  half  of  the  empire  eager  to  join  me. 
‘  I  have  more  than  a  fufficient  force  to  ravage 
‘  the  country  ;  but  without  your  good  offices  not 
‘  enough  to  preferve  order  and  peace.  I  am 
‘  proceeding  towards  CaiTamalca,  where  the 

*  Inca  of  (^ito  hath,  they  tell  me,  colledfed 

‘  his  forces.  Many  crimes  are  imputed  to  him  ; 
‘  but  can  you  be  the  friend  of  a  tyrant  ?  1  am 

‘  unable  to  think  it  ;  and  your  efieem  is  his  apo- 
‘  logy.  Give  me  the  meeting.  We  will  con- 

<  trive  together  how  to  conquer  them,  without 
‘  oppreffion. 

“  Las  Cafas,  your  friend  ,  and  I  may  call  him 

*  alfo  mine,  the  virtuous  Las- Cafas,  whom  I 
‘  left  dying  at  Hifpaniola  would  write  to  you  by 
«  me.  I  have  fent  you  hi§  letter.  Much  do  I 

“  fear 
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fear,  my  dear  Alonzo,  that  it  contains  liislaft 
farewell.” 

Ulie  afili(^ion  which  filled  the  heart  of  Alonzo 
on  reading  thefe  words,  was  cbnfiderably  increaf- 
ed,  when  he  threw  his  eyes  on  the  letter  of  Las- 
Cafas  himfelf. 

“  If  you  are  yet  alive,  my  dear  Alonzo,  if 
you  hill  continue  among  our  Indians,  and  if 
PiZ'arro  fliould  find  you  again  upon  thofe 
fhores  which  he  deligns  to  vifit,  receiye  from 
my  hands  this  laft  and  affebtionate  pledge  of 
facred  friendfliip.  I  am  dying.  I  have  lived 
only  to  grieve.  God  hath  permitted  that, 
under  mv  own  eves,  I  fhould  behold  an  accu- 
rnulation  of  every  fort  of  crime  and  diflrefs. 
What  have  I  to  regret  in  the  world 

I  intiuhed  you  with  ihy  fears  concerning 
tlie  enterprize  of  Pizarro :  but  the  virtues  of 
the  Piero  have  entirely  difpelled  them.  Pi¬ 
zarro  thinks  as  we  do.  Pie  feels  that  it  is  far 
preferable  to  be  the  protestor  and  father  of 
the  Indians  than  their  conqueror  and  tyrant. 
Unite  your  efforts  with  his,  to  gain  him  their 
efieem  and  affection  ;  he  merits  them  in  my 
opinion,  no  lefs  than  yourfelf.”  Adieu.  The 
fymptoms  of  my  diffolution  feem  to  increafe. 
To-morrow,  perhaps,  I  fhall  ftand  before  the 
throne  of  my  judge  j  and  if  it  be  permitted 
me  to  implore  his  mercy,  it  will  be  for  the 
Spaniards,  who  worfliip,  and  infult  him  ;  and 
for  thefe  Indians,  milled  by  error,  butfincere, 
gentle  and  beneficent,  whom  he  created,  whom 
he  loves,  and  whom  he  will  not  make  eternal¬ 
ly  miferable.  Proteff  them,  confider  them, 
next  to  yourfelf,  as  my  dearelf  friends,  whom 
i  Ihall  love  beyond  the  grave.” 
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This  letter  was  moiftened  by  the  tears  of 
friendfhip,  Alonzo  a  hundred  times  kiffed  it  in 
the  nloft  refpedlful  manner.  Ataliba  could  not 
hear  it  without  partaking  in  the  concern  that 
fwelled  the  young  man’s  bofom.  Who  then,” 
alked  he,  ‘‘is  this  Las-Cas,  this  upright  man  ?” 
— “  Ah  !”  faid  Alonzo,  inquire  of  this  Cacique 
“  and  his  people.”  The  Cacique  was  Capana. 
He  had  heard  the  letter  of  Las-Cafas :  and  lean¬ 
ing  on  his  club,  he  Ihed  from  his  down-caft  eyes 
a  flood  of  tears.  “  He  is  not  a  man,”  faid  he, 
“  he  is  a  celeftial  meflenger  fent  down  from  his 
“  God,  to  foften  tygers,  and  to  comfort  man- 
“  kind.  We  would  have  worfliipped  him,  if  he 
“  would  have  fuffered  us.” 

This  teftimony,  but  that  efpecially  of  Alonzo, 
prevailed  over  the  terrible  impreffions,  which 
the  example  of  Montezuma  and  all  the  fufferings 
of  Mexico  had  made  on  the  heart  of  Ataliba. 
“  I  fubmit  myfelf  to  you,”  faid  he  to  his  faith¬ 
ful  Alonzo.  “  Go  meet  Pizarro  :  pofTefs  your- 
“  felf  of  his  defigns  :  and  if  he  correfpond  to  the 
“  character  you  have  received  of  him,  anfvver  him 
“  with  all  the  opennefsand  integrity  of  a  Prince 
.  “  who  is  your  friend,  and  who  defires  alfo  to  be 
“  his.” 

The  retinue  of  Alonzo  confided  of  Indians, 
burthened  with  the  mod  magnificent  prefents  ; 
and  thefe  treafures  *  fhould  have  excited  in  their 
minds  a  favourable  difpodtion.  But  fuch  was 

*  T/jcfe  treafures.}  It  was  here  that  the  Indians,  obferving 
the  horfes  champ  on  their  bits,  fuppoled  they  would  feed  on 
metal ;  and  under  this  perfuafion,  which  no  one  was  folicitous 
to  corredl,  they  were  anxious  to  place  before  thc£»  veflcls  filled 
with  grains  of  gold. 


r 


the  effuiion  of  two  hearts  abounding  with  gene-  J 
rofity  and  ff anknefs.  The  ftate  of  affairs  on  both  | 
lides  was  difclofed  with  candour.  Przarro  dif-  | 
covered  nothing  in  the  Inca  of  Cufco,  but  an 
excefs  of  pride  unreftrained  by  prudence,  and 
in  Ataliba  the  confcious  dignity  of  a  feeling  and  -J, 
'noble  heart.  Alonzo,  on  his  part,  perceived  M 
the  danger  of  Irritating  in  the  Caftilians  that  rage  | 
for  gold  and  thirft  of  blood,  which  had  only  been 
foothed  for  a  time,  and  which  a  fanatical  barba- 
rity  was  eager  to  provoke.  It  was  refolved  that  ^ 
Molina  fhould  precede  Pizarro  in  the  fields  of  ■ 
Caflaraalca  :  that  the  Spanifli  general  fhould  ad-  ,  ; 
vance  with  his  two  hundred  men,  and  that  the 
Indians  of  his  party  fhould  bring  up  the  rear. 
Each  equally  confident  of  the  other’s  fidelity, 
mutually  embraced  *,  and  Alonzo  returned  to  the 
Indian  camp. 

The  King  of  Quito  was  anxious  and  impatient 
'  for  the  return  of  his  friend.  But  his  folicitude  . 
was  fpeedily  removed  ;  and  he  afTembled  his  v/ar- 
riors  to  communicate  his  joy.  The  Peruvians 
rejoiced;  but  the  Mexicans,  with  a  gloomy  air  ■ 
and  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground^  heard  in  filence 
.  the  tenders  of  peace  that  Alonzo  brought  back. 
Their  Chief,  who  thought  he  perceived  the  Inca 
to  be  falling  into  a  deftruaive  fnare,  was  earneft 
to  apprize  hiiri  of  his  danger.  “  Ah!  then, 

“  Prince,”  faid  he,  have  you  forgotten  the 
“  fate  of  Montezuma  and  of  Mexico  ?  You  ; 
“  give  up  your  country  to  the  fame  plunderers 
«  that  defolated  ours,  and  overwhelmed  it  with  ^ 
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“  blood  !  You  commit  yourfelf  into  the  hands 
“  of  thofe  who  have  fettered  our  Kings  and 
“  burnt  them  alive  !  Ah  !  will  not  our  exam- 
pie  inhru<St  and  alarm  you  !  Too  fully  admo- 
nifhed  by  our  misfortunes,  learn  to  be  wife  at 
“  our  expence.  See  you  not  here  the  fame  con- 
“  nexion  in  the  caufes  of  your  own  ruin,  as  were 
“  apparent  in  our  deftru^lion  ?  Our  empire 
“  was  divided ;  this  is  the  fame.  A  fallacious 
“  oracle  prelcribed  to  us  the  lhameful  law  of 
“  bending  before  our  tyrants ;  a  like  oracle  in- 
“  joins  it  on  you.  Our  King,  feduced  and 
“  deceived  by  the  appearances  of  peace,  fince- 
“  rity  and  benevolence,  ruined  himfelf,  and 
“  deftroyed  his  people  ;  and  will  you,  unhappy 
“  Prince,  give  yourfelf  up,  like  him!  Ah! 

had  Montezuma  pofleffed  that  firmnefs  and 
“  courage  we  have  beheld  in  you,  he  would  have 
“  faved  Mexico.  Why  then  fuffer  yourfelf  to 
be  deprefled,  and  offer  your  neck  to  the  yoke  ? 
Are  you  deftituteof  hope  F  without  refources  ? 
“  Remove  from  hence.  Leave  Palmore  at  the 
head  of  your  army.  Let  him  attack  the  In- 
dians.  Thefe  Caciques  and  L  with  our  two 
«  thoufand  men,  will  charge  the  Caftilians  ;  and 
“  we  will  take  the  fhorteh  way  to  vengeance  or 
death.” 

Alonzo  thought  it  incumbeut  on  himfelf  to  re¬ 
ply,  Inca,”  faid  he,  “  the  chara(her  of  my 
“  nation  is  bravery  and  pride.  Thefe  are  evils 
only  to  its  foes.  Its  paflion  is  a  third:  for  gold, 
“  and  this  you  may  ealily  affuage.  All  elfe  is 
“  perfonal:  vice  and  virtue  are  productions  of 
“  the  fame  climates.  A  people,  which  is  made 
up  of  individuals,  becomes  wicked^  or  good, 
according  to  the  example  before  them.  It  is 

“  animated 
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“  aniaiated  with  the  difpolitions  of  the  ravager. 
or  the  hero  that  conducts  them.  Cortes  hath 
deftroyed  his  conqueft  and  difgraced  his  ex- 
<<  ploits.  Pizarro,  more  humane,  lincere,  and 
generous,  wiflies  to  fpare,  to  render  happy  - 
and  peaceful  the  worl^  he  fhall  have  fubje^fed,  . 
and  to  acquire  glory  unfullied  by  reproach  or 
remorfe.  Pizarro  is  a  Spaniard  :  but  am  not  I 
“  myfelf  one  ?  Have  you  found  me  deceitful, 
avaricious  or  cruel  ^  No  }  you  believe  me  lincere 
and  beneficent.^  Why  then- will  you  not  fup- 
pofe  that  Pizarro,  at  leafl:,  may  be  like  me  ?  , 
Y  ou  will  anfwer  for  me,  I  will  anfwer  for  him  *, 
and  I  will  anfwer  on  the  faith  of  Las-Cafas, 

“  on  the  faith  of  that  Spaniard,  the  moft  up- 
“  right,  virtuous  aud  compafiionate  of  men,  - 
“  and„  more  than  all,  the  beft  friend  the  Indi- 
“  ans  ever  enjoyed.  He  could  not  deceive  me  j 
“  but  he  himfelf  might  be  deceived ,  he  might 
‘‘  have  been  impofed  on.  Be  then  prudent, 

‘‘  without  being  unjuft.  Stretch  out  your 
“  hands  to  peace,  without,  however,  difcard- 
“  ing  your  arms  *,  and,  in  the  midfi;  of  a  nu- 
“  merous  camp,  dare  to  receive  two  hundred 
men  who  prefent  themfelves  before  you  as  , 
“  friends,’’ 

The  Inca,  full  of  the  confidence  'with  which 
Alonzo  had  infpired  him,  was  not  even  willing 
to  prepare  for  his  own  defence.  This,  however, 
was  provided  for  by  Alonzo.  He  appointed 
eight  thoufand  Indians  of  experienced  valour  to 
attend  the  Inca’s  perfon.  On  the  right  wing 
and  in,  front,  he  placed  the  Mexicans,  with  the 
troop  that  he  himfelf  had  commandedi  The 
favages  of  Capana  formed  the  oppofite  wing,  and 
Palmore,  with  his  army,  occupied  the  centre, " 

and 
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and  compleated  aji  inclofure  around  the  throne 
of  his  King.  Prince,  I  pray  Heaven,”  faid 
the  young  man,  that  fincerity  may  prefide  in 
this  conference,  and  connect  between  Pizarro 
and  yourfelf  the  ties  of  a  lading  peace.  If 
**  my  prayers  be  unfuccefsful,  and  my  hopes 
fallacious,  I  will  fhed  my  blood  in  your  de- 
fence.  Everything  in  my  power  I  have  done. 
Nothing  have!  left  to  uncertainty;  nor  will 
“  there  be  any  ground  to  reproach  me.’^ 


C  H'  A  P.  XLIX. 

'  ✓ 

T  H  E  approSiching  night  fufpended  this  flux 
and  reflux  of  fears  and  of  hopes  with  which  a 
perplexing  uncertainty  andconfufed  prefentiments 
bud  agitated  their  minds.  But  thofe  emotions 
which  had  been  Toothed  by  flumber,  were  in^ 
flantly  renewed,  when,  by  the  firfl:  rays  of  the 
morning,  they  beheld  the  troop  nf  Pizarro  ad¬ 
vancing,  which  were  eaflly  ter  be  diftinguifhed  by 
the  fpiendor  that  glittered  on  their  arms.  They 
approached,,  and  the  King,  elevated  on  a  throne 
of  gold,  which  twelve  Caciques  fupported,  was 
prepared  to  receive  them,  dhe  Spaniards  opened 
into  two  lines,  of  which  the  cavalry  formed  the 
wings,  having  at  their  head  Pizarro,  and  twenty 
warriors  who,  like  himfelf,  all  on  horfe-back, 
advanced,  with  a  flow  and  (lately  pace,  till  they 
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came  within  the  reach  of  a  javelin.  Pizarro  % 
then  ordered  them  to  halt ;  and,  accompanied  by  .  ' 
Valvcrde  and  lix  of  his  lieutenants,  pfefented 
himfelf,  with  a  noble  confidence,  before  the  | 
throne  of  the  Inca.  1 

Silence  was  preferved,  whilft  the  Cafljlian  3 
hero,  continuing  on  his  horfe,  which  bore  him  I 
on  a  level  with  the  throne,  addreiled  the  King  in  J 
thefe  words:  Great  Prince,  you  know  who  | 

“  we  are  j  and’  I  wifh  to  Heaven  that  the  name'  I 
“of  Spaniards  had  been  lefs  famous  in  the  New  | 
“  World,  fince  it  hath  been  indebted  for  its  | 
fame  to  the  moh  terrible  calamities  !  But  the 
‘J  reproach  and  fhame  of  ^lilt  fhould  fall  only  ; 
“  the  guilty  *,  and  if  fame  hath  extended  it  to  | 
the  innocent,  it  hath  been  unjuft  j  whiclryou  i 
ought  not  to  be.  If  your  enenfies  may  be  cre^' 
dited,  I  muft  regard  you  as  the  moft  barba-  ] 
y  rousof  tyrants.  But  your  friends  have  aftur-  J 
ed  me  of  your  equity,  and  i  believe  them,  i 
“  Treat  us  in  the  fame  manner  •,  or  at  le'aft,  ' 
condemn  us  not  till  you  know  us,  and  caiife 
not  the  evils  of  which  we  are  innocent  to  re- 
coil  on  our  heads. 

<(  When  the  Incas  your  anceftors  founded  this  ' 
**  empire,  and  fubjcvdcd  to  the  regulations  of  ; 
their  laws,  '  the  people  of  this  continenr,  ‘ 
they'fald  to  them:  We  bring  to  you  a  fyftem  ; 
of  religion,  arts  and  laws,  which  will  render  | 
you  better  and  more  happy.  This  was  their-^ 
“  title-to  conqueft.  The  fame  alfo  is  mine  ;  and  1 
like  them  I  woudd  introduce  myfelf  to  you  by  ; 
“  favours.  I  fhall  have  no  diliiculty  to  perfuade 
“  you  that  we  are  fuperior  in  induftry  and  know-  : 
“  ledge  to  all  the  people  of  this  world.  They^' 
‘‘  are  the  fruits  of  three  thoufaiid  years  experi-  ^ 

**  ence,’ 


«*  ence  by  which  we  have  been  inriched.  In 
your  laws  I  fhall  make  fuch  changes  only  as 
you  yourfelf  (hall  judge  conducive  to  the  good 
of  your  people  :  whiift  thefe  laws,  and  the  au- 
thority  which  fupports  them,  (liall  hill  conti- 
nue  in  your  own  hands ;  your  people  (hall 
not  experience  the  misfortune  of  lohnga  good 
King.  Protedled  by  mine,  you  will  become 
his  friend,  his  ally,  his  tributary  •,  and  this 
,<*■  this  tribute,  inconhderable  to  you,  is  only  a 
participation  of  a  production,  which  nature 
hath  lavilhed  on  you,  and  withholden  from 
“  us.  In  barter  for  gold,  we  will  bring  you 
‘‘  iron,  a  prefent  of  inehimabie  utility,  and  to 
“  you  a  thoufand  times  more  precious.  Our 
fruits,  our  harvefts,  our  flock,  which  con- 
<<  flitue  the  riches  of  our  climate  ;  fbme  animals 
of  an  exquifite  flavour,  contributing  to  the 
**  nouriflimerU  of  man,  others,  at  once,  flrong 
and  traClable,  ordained  to  partake  of  our  la- 
hours  ;  the  productions  of  our  arts,  which  in- 
**  hance  the  enjoyment  of  life,  the  inventions  for 
aiding  our  fenfes,  and  increaling  our  ftrength, 
the  means  of  healing  our  diforders  or  afluag- 
ing  our  fufferings  ;  a  thoufand  depreciations 
that  the  induftry  of  man  hath  committed  on 
nature,  a,  thoufand  new  dilcoveries  to  fupply 
our  wants,  and  augment  our  pleafures;  thefe 
are  the  bleflings  I  promife  you,  in  return  for 
this  metal,  this  fhining  duft,  of  which  you 
are  happy  not  to  experience  the  want.  Inca, 
fuch  is  the  treaty  of  peace  and  mutual  com- 
merce  that  my  mafber,  Charles  of  Aullria,  a 
powerful  Monarch  of  the  Eafl,  hath  commifli- 
oned  me  to  oflerJ^ 

Ataliba, 
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Ataliba,  with  a  heart  full  of  joy  and  gratitndej 
replied  to  Pizarro  that  he  amply  jiiltified  the 
opinion  he  had  been  taught  to  entertain  of  his 
re^Slitude  and  generofity ;  that  he  faw  nothing 
but  juftioe  in  what  he  had  propofed  ;  that  the 
mountains  from  whence  gold  was  drawn,  {hould 
be  opened  to  the'Caftilians  j  and  that  he  fhould 
conlider  this  as  an  inadequate  compenfation  for 
the  friendfliip  of  an  enlightened  people,  who 
brought  to  him  knowledge,  and  the  alliance  of  a 
great  King. 

The  moft  fubllm^  part  of  our  knowledge,” 
faid  the  Caftilian  hero,  is  that  which  refpe^s 
“  the  exiftence  of  a  God,  by  whom  the  Earth, 
the  Heaven,  and  the  Sun  were  created.  Inca, 
let  not  this  offend  you :  that  glorious  lumina- 
nary,  whofe  children  your  anceftors  called 
themfelves,  is  wiihout  doubt,  the  moft  ftrik- 
**  ing  of  the  wonders  of  nature  *,  but  it  came 
from  the  hands  or  the  eternal  Creator  5  and 
enlightens  the  world  in  obedience  to  him.  It 
is  then  this  God,  who,  at  one  view,  preffrlb- 
ed  to  the  Sun  its  courfe,,  to  the  Sea  its 
bounds,  to  the  Earth  its  ftation,  to  the  Hea- 
vens  thdr  revolutions,  and  to  all  Nature  its 
different  motions,  its  order,  its  invariable 
laws,  it  is  he  alone  whom  w'e  ought  to 
adore.” 

The  God,  whom  you  have  deferibed,”  re¬ 
plied  the  Inca,  was  not  entirely  unknow  to  us  : 
he  hath  a  temple  amongft:  us  :  this  temple  is 
dedicated  to  him  v/ho  animates  th^  world*. 
But  why  may  not  this  exalted  Being  be  the  Sun  ? 


*  Pacha  Camac. 
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This  fplcndour,  this  majefty,  feem  to  be  wor- 
thy  of  him.” 

«  Inca,”  afked  Pizarro,  «  if  I  fhould  fee  a 
**  traveller  go  and  return,  every  year,  from  one 
extremity  of  your  empire  to  the  other,  with- 
**  out  ever  relaxing  his  fpeed,  or  refting  a  mo- 
ment  on  his  journey,  or  deviating  a  ftep  from 
his  road,  Ihould  I  fuppofe  him  to  be  the  King 
of  the  country,  or  only  one  of  his  meffengers  r 

The  God  of  the  univerfe  is  neither  limited  by 
“  any  portion  of  time,  nor  circumfcribed  with- 
in  any  extent  of  fpace.  He  whom  a  tranfient 
cloud  obfcures,  and  who  can  enlighten  but 
one  half  of  the  globe,  without  leaving  the 
other  in  darknefs,  is  not  the  God  of  the 
«  univerfe.  I  have  been  told  that  your  people 
formerly  worlhipped  the  fea,  rivers,  and 
mountains.  Thefe,  like  the  Sun,  hold  their 
**  place  in  the  fyftem  of  nature,  but  are  all  fub- 
ordinate,  and  obedient  to  fuperior  controul. 
«  Let  us  worfhip  .him  who  governs  the  whole  j 
and  that  you  may  form  an  idea,  though  infi- 
nitely  inadequate,  of  his  perfection,  hear 
what  our  fages  have  lately  difclofed.  Thefe 
men,  occupied  in  obferving  the  appearances 
of  the  Heavens,  are  all  perfuaded  that  the 
world  we  inhabit  is  not  the  only  habitable 
world ;  but  that  there  are  thoufands  in  the 
regions  of  fpace  ^  and  that  each  of  the  Stars 
is  a  Sun,  which,  though  at  an  imraeafurable 
“  diftance  from  us,  was  formed  to  enliglyen 
other  worlds.  Let  your  imagination  foar  into 
this  immenfity,  and  contemplate  thefe  Suns 
and  worlds  all  fubjeCf  to  the  fame  laws.  He, 

who  fuperintends  them  all  and  whom  they  all 
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obey,  is  the  God  !  adore.  Judge  how  far 
this  God  is  fuperior  to  yours.” 

You  confound  me,  while  you  inftruft  me,” 
^  faid  the  Inca,  “  I  begin  to  believe  that  our  ancei> 
“  tors  were  miftaken.  Tell  me  only  if  your 
God  be  juft  and  good,  and  whether  his  law 
requires  men  to  be  like  him  ?” — “  He,”  an- 
fwered  Pizarro,  is  juftice  and  goodnefs  itfelf; 
and  the  only  duty  of  man  is  to  refemble  him.” 
I  allc  no  more,”  replied  the  Inca.  Come’ 
“  and  inftruft  us,  illuminate  us  with  your  rea- 
fon,  enrich  us  with  your  wifdom,  and  be'  af- 
fured  of  finding  us  docile  and  grateful.” 

TThus  every  thing  went  fmoothly  on,  till  the' 
hypocritical  and  furious  Valverde  required  to 
fpeak  in  his  turn.  «  Yes,  Prince,”  faid  he  to 
the  Inca,  what  you  have  heard  is  true,  but 
truth  that  is  obvious  to  the  underfianding.  It 
«  is  DOW  necelTary  for  you  to  fufpend  the  opera- 
tions  of  your  reafon,  or  fubjed  it  to  the  yoke 
«  of  the  faith.  Hear  what  the  faith  teaches.” 
He  then  imprudently  *  plunging  into  the  pro¬ 
found  darknels  of  onr  awful  myfteries,  in  the 
number  of  which  he  comprized  the  authority  of  a 
man  ordained  by  God  himlelf  to  command 
Kiugs,  to  exercife  domination  over  nations,  to 
difpofe  of  crowns,,  and  all  the  polTefiions  of 
fovereigns  and  fubjeas,  and  to  exterminate 
thofe  who  difclaiin  the  plenitude  of  his  power. 

The  Peruvian  monarch  afionifhed  at  a  dodlrine 
fo  firange,  mildly  enquired  of  the  propounder 

*  It7iprudtntiy'\  “  Suppofing’,  perhaps,”  fays  Benzoni, 
that  the  King  vvas  inilantancoully  become  an  adept  in  the- 
oK.'gy.  Penjando  furfi  che  il  re  fijfe  un  qualcbe  gran  tbeologo 

“  dlvenuti,  ( lliji,  dunouv,  Konde,  Uv. 
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from  whence  he  had  collected  thefe  pofitions. 

From  this  book,”  replied  Valverde,  in  an  ar¬ 
rogant  tone,  “  from  this  facred  book,  di<Si:ated 
by  the  Idoly  Ghoft  himfelf.”  The  Inca, 
without  emotion,  reciving  the  book,  and 'look¬ 
ing  upon  it,  laid :  “  Every  thing  that  Pizarro 

“  hath  told  me,  I  can  conceive,  and,  without 
“  difficulty,  believe.  But  what  I  hear  from  you 
appears  to  be  unintelligible :  and  this  book  is 
filent,  it  tells  me  nothing.”  He  added,  it  is 
laid,  home  offenfive  expreffions  *  cencerning  the 
man,  who  arrogated  to  himfelf  the  right  of  com¬ 
manding  Kings,  and  difpofing  of  Empires  *,  and 
either  through  contempt,  or  negligence,  in  re¬ 
turning  the  book  to  Valverde,  let  it  fall. 

This  was  enough.  The  fanatical  monk  tranf- 
ported  with  rage,  ran  towards  the  Spaniards  and 
began  to  cry  out  for  vengeance  in  the  name  of  re¬ 
ligion,  which  this  barbarian  had  trampled  under 
foot  f . 

Inftantly,  a  vigorous  and  deftru^ive  hre  fuc- 
ceeded,  the  harquebufs  commenced  hohilities, 
and  gave  the  fignal  to  commit  the  blacked:  of 
crimes.  The  battalion  opened  j  and  from  the 
centre  iffiued  forth  thunder  and  death.  At  the 
difcharge  of  thofe  brrzen  volcanos,  from  whence 
proceeded  flames  and  a  ftupendous  report,  at  the 
unexpe<Sled  maffiacre  and  the  invifible  ftrokes  that 
fell  before  the  throne,  the  King  was  confounded  j 

*  Some  offenfive  Exprejfions  “  T  hat  the  Pope  muft  certain- 
y  ly  be  an  egregious  fool,  to  give  away  fo  freely  what  was 
“  not  his  own.”  Eche  ll  Tontifce  dove  va  cffere  un  qualche gran 
paz.z.0,  pot  che  dava  cof  Uheramente  quello  d'altri,  {^Be  'tiz.oni,  Hif, 
du  Noav.  ]S/[onde\  liv.  3,) 

•j"  Which  this  barbarian  bad  trampled  under  foGt,~\  Uccidete 
quefi  cani  che  difpreggiano  la  legge.  di  dio,  \^Ibid,) 

he 
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he  beheld  at  his  feet  his  guard  aftoniflied  and 
trembling,  crowd  together  for  their  general  fafe- 
ty,  and  perifh  before  his  eyes,  like  a  fearful  flock, 
amongft:  which  the  deilru^ive  blaze  of  lightning- 
had  defcended.  The  Inca,  having  forbidden 
them  to  commit  any  kind  of  hoftility,  they 
ftri^tly  obferved  his  prohibition.  ,  Alonzo,  enrag¬ 
ed,  incited  them  to  follow  him,  and  charge  in 
defpair  this  troop  of  aflaflins^.  Avenge  your- 
felves,  avenge  me  of  the  traitors  that  diflio-  " 
nour  my  country.  Defend,  fave  your  King,” 
The  brave  youth,  at  thefe  words,  felt  him- 
felf  wounded,  and  fell.  The  Inca,  at  the  light 
of  his  fall,  broke  forth  in  exclamations  of  lor- 
row. 

It  is  our  part,”  faid  Orozimbo,  «  to  exter- 
minate  thefe  monfters.  Follow  me,  m^ 

“  friends,  and  let  usTilence  their  thunder.”  He 
fpake,  and  at  the  head  of  the  Princes  of  his  ' 
blood,  and  his  two  thoufand  Indians,  undaunt¬ 
edly  marched  up  to  the  mouths  of  the  cannon,  . 
which  were  pouring  forth  their  fires  againft  him.  > 
The  blood  of  his  wounded  friends  burfl:  forth  ^ 
upon  him  ;  fragments  of  their  flefli  and  fplinters  i 
of  their  bones  flew  every  where  around  him  ;  his 
fury  blinded  and  tranfported  him.  Telafco,  who 
was  ftill  left,  continued  to  follow  him.  Unfortu-  , 
nate  friends  !  as  they  were  rulhing  headlong  on 
the  battery,  a  dreadful  explofion  reduced  them  to  .  / 
atoms.  They^ifappeared  \n  a  cloud  of  fmoke, 
and  thofe  of  his  brave  and  unhappy  troop  that  ^ 
^fcaped  the  fire,  were  mowed  down  by  the  Cafti- 
lian  fwords. 

ihis  terrible  and  inflantaneous  difafler  difcoii- 
raged  neither  Palrnore  nor  Capana  j  hot li  advanc¬ 
ed  to  furround  the  enemy.  Eut,  two  fquadrons 
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t>T  Caftlllans,  at  the  fame  moment,  impelled  br 
unconquerable  fury,  file  off  to  affail  them.  The 
commanders  unable  to  rehrain  the  impetuofity  of 
their  foldiers,  give  way  to  their  rage.  They  fly 
through  a  cloud  of  arrows,  whicli  flick  in  their 
horfes.  The  animals,  not  leis  furious  tiian  their 
riders,  break  into  the  opppflng  battalions,  rulh 
through  their  lances,  trample  upon  a  crowd  of 
Indians  already  beaten  down  j  and  the  fword, 
reeking  with  blood,  redoubles  the  horrid  car¬ 
nage. 

Of  Ataliba’s  guard  flx  thoufand  were  ahead v* 
maflacred,  and  the  fame  fate  avv^aits  the  reft. 
Thofe  who  fupport  the  throne  have  icarce  time  to 
fucceed  one  another  j  all  are  cut  oft  j  and  the 
dying  fall  on  the  dead,  whole  places  they  fuppli- 
ed.  Pizarro  who  had  thrown  himfelf  before  his 
foldiers  to  flop  their  ruthlels  fury,  not  being  able 
to  make  them  obey,  or  even  hear  him,  faw  but 
one  means  of  prelerving  the  life  of  the  Inca.  He 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  thefe  murderers,  pra- 
cefled  them,  entered  the  camp,  arrive^!  at  the 
throne,  with  one  hand  diverting  the  (word  that 
was  raifed  againft  Ataliba,  himfelf  received  the 
flroke,  while  with  the  other  he  leized  the  Prince, 
dragged  him  from  his  feat,  threw  him  at  his  feet, 
and  cried  out  while  he  guarded  him,  “  Let  us 
‘‘  take  him  alive  for  the  fake  of  his  treafure.’* 
This  fpcech  fufpended  their  rage. 

Pale,  terrified,  diftraaed,  the  King  fell,  and 
beheld  himfelf  weltering  in  Indian  gore.  He  dif- 
covered  the  bodies  of  his  friends  torn,  mutilated, 
and  hacked,  and  embraced  them  with  flich  cries 
of  diflrefs,  that  even  the  hearts  of  their  execu¬ 
tioners  were  moved.  Amongfl  the  reft  he  per¬ 
ceived  Alonzo.  “  Dear  and  ill-fated  friend  ! 

VoL.  II.  <(  them 
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thou  haft  undone  me,”  cried  he  ;  but  they 
deceived  thee  :  it  was  thy  misfortune  to  poftefs 
an  Indian  foul.”  At  thefe  words,  obferving 
that  Alonzo  ftill  breathed  :  Ah  !  cruel  man,” 

faid  he  to  Pizarro,  “  at  leaft  fave  him  that  deli¬ 
vered  me  to  thee.” 

-  Pizarro  caufed  both  of  them  to  be  carried  from 
the  field,  and  committed  them  to  the  care  of 
Perdinand  his  brother,  whilft  himfelf  flew  to  the 
/  plain,  with  the  hope  of  faving  the  deplorable  re¬ 
mains  of  Palmore’s  legion,  on  which  the  Caftili- 
ans  were  venting  their  barbarous  rage.  There, 
Valverde  * **,  in  the  midft  of  flaughter,  with  a 
crucifix  in  his  hand,  while  his  mouth  was  foam¬ 
ing  with  rage,  exclaimed  :  “  Friends,  Chrifti- 
“  ans,  go  on,  go  on.  The  deftroyin^  angel  is 
your  guide.  Strike  only  with  the  point,  that 
ye  break  not  your  fwords  *,  plunge  them, 

dye  them  in  blood. - “  Begone,  exe- 

“  crable  monfter,”  faid  Pizarro,  “  retire,  or  I 
**  will  make  thee  yield  up  thine  atrocious 
“  foul.”  The  affrighted  miOnfter  withdrew, 
trembling.  “  Stop,  barbarians  !  flop,”  cried 
Pizarro  to  his  foldiers,  “  or  turn  your  arms  on 
me.” 

Either  from  refpeft  to  their  commander,  or 
elfe,  that  by  fo  furious  an  exertion,  their  ftrength 
vi^as  exhaufted,  they  obeyed  *,  and  Pizarro  led 
tliem  back. 

*  ‘There  Falser tk.']  “  As  to  the  Monk  who  began  this 

“  outrage,  he  ceaied  not  during  the  whole  ot  the  carnage,  to 
“  lead  on  and  ftimulate  the  ioldiers,  adviling  them  to  ufe 
“  only  the  point  of  their  fwords,  and  not  to  employ  them- 
“  felves  in  hacking  and  cleaving,  for  fear  of  breaking  their 

**  blades.”  Ferche  di  nan  rempe£'cro  le  Jp^de,  Beiizontf 

ibid.) 
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In  this  day  of  hdrrors  and  crimes,  humanity 
for  a  moment  prevailed.  Ca.pnnn,  perceiving 
that  all  hope  ol  fucccfs  was  gone,  dvd  with  aa 
handful  of  his  lavages  party  that  purfiied 

him,  came  up  and  furrounded  them.  The  Ca¬ 
cique  in  defpair,  turned,  itrung  his  bow,  and 
with  a  vindictive  eye  feleCted  the  leader  of  the 
enemy’s  troop.  This  was  Gohfalva  Davila.  The 
arrow  flew  ;  and  the  youth  fell  mortally  w'ound- 
ed.  They,  ruflied  on  the  Cacique,  feized  him, 
and  dragged  him  to  the  feet  of  Davila  to  rend 
him  in  pieces  in  his  prefence.  Gonfalva  half¬ 
opening  his  dying  eyes,  and  difeovering  him  to 
be  the  perfon  who  had  given  him  his  life  and  re- 
ftored  him  to  freedom,  when  he  was  wholly  at 
his  mercy,  faid  ;  Is  it  you,  generous  Capana,” 
extending  towards  him  his  trembling  arms  ^  Is 
“  from  your  hand  that  I  receive  my  death  ?  you 
“  once  conferred  a  favour  on  me;  to  your  cle- 
mency  I  was  indebted  for  my  lif^;  to  your 
bounty  for  my  liberty.  I  have  made  a  cruel 
ufe  of  them  !  Heaven  is  jufl: :  it  hath  chofen. 
““  you  to  deprive  me  of  your  own  gifts.  Caftili- 
“  ans,  hear  me,  and,  from  my  example,  trem- 
bleat  the  hand  of  God  that  hath  flricken  me. 
To  this  Indian  I  owe  my  all ;  feffer  me  to  ac- 
quit  myfelf.  Let  him  live,  and  let  him  and 
and  his  people  be  free.  Come  my  brother,  my 
benefaCIor,  my  deflroyer,  and  my  friends 
come  that  I  may  embrace  thee  in  my  death.  I 
“  ought  from  you  to  have  learnt  jullice  and  hu- 
manity.’'  Thefe  words  were  immediately  foL 
lowed  by  his  laft  ligh  and  Capana,  with  his  fa- 
vages,  went  to  feek,  beyond  the  mountains  of 
theEaft,  amongflths  Moxes,  who  were  flili  free,' 
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iOr  amongfl:  the  barbarous  inhabitants  of  the 
Andes,  who  fatiated  their  thirft  with  human, 
blood,  a  refuge  againft  the  rage  of  a  people  ft  ill 
more  inhuman. 


C  H  A  P.  L. 

The  Spaniards,  fatigued  with  murder,  and  bur¬ 
dened  with  the  valuable  fpoils  they  had  amafled 
in  the  Indian  camp,  were  almoft  all  of  them 
colledled  within  the  walls  of  Caftamalca.  Some, 
of  thefe  however  the  number  was  ftnall,  retired 
in  filence,  athamed  and  fliocked,  reproaching 
themfelves  ror  the  blood  they  had  fpilt.  At  firft, 
to  avoid  the  difgrace  of  deferting  their  compa¬ 
nions,  they  had  yielded  to  their  example  ;  but 
having  fatisfied  the  requifttions  of  honour,  they 
abandoned  themfelves  to  remorfe.  The  reft,  in- 
folent  and  boaftful,  applauded  themfelves  for 
harving  avenged  the  faith ;  and  by  a  dreadful  in- 
ftance  awed  the  nations.  To  thefe  it  was  that 
Valv^de  complained  of  Pizarro,  with  all  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  a  feditious  fury* 

“  Caftilians,”  faid  he,  ye  have  avenged 
your 'religion,  which  a  barbarian  had  infulted. 
Arm  ydurfelves  with  conftancy  ;  for  this  he- 
role  zeal  is  accounted  a  crime .  Pizarro  ,re- 
gards  you  as  aflaflins,  who  have  merited  death  j 
and  were  his  power  equal  to  his  will,  he  would 

inflict 


CAS. 

*  it  on  you  all.  His  foie  defign  in  fei^ing 

this  king,  who  by  his  Orders  is  here  guarded 
in  the  palace,  was  to  refcue  him  from  you, 
and  to  lave  him.  It  was  through  'him  that  he 
hoped  to  make  himfelf  independent  and  abfo- 
liite.  The  traitor  Alonzo,  their  mutual  agent, 
carried  on  their  correfpondence,  and  concert¬ 
ed  this  confpiracy.  Had  ye  heard  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Pizarro  to  this  favage ;  ye  would 
have  fliuddered.  Charles  was  reprel'ented  as 
fupplicating  Ataiiba.  An  alliance  inifeacLof  a 
conqueid,  and  a  treaty  of  commerce,  inftead 
of  a  tribute,  were  the  objects  of  his  humble 
rohcitations. .  And  as  to  religion  !  .  it 

'<  .  .'j..  -  O 

would  hav&  filed:  you  with  horror  to  hear  him. 
Pizarro  fpoke  of  it  in  the  language  of  the  im¬ 
pious.  He  avoided  an  expoljtion  of  ,the  faith  j 
he  bluflied  at  our  myfteriesf  in  the  prefence 
of  infidels  he  was  alhamed  to  fhew  himfelf  a 
f  Chriftian.  Full  of  indignation,  I  fpoke.;  I 
raifed  my  voice;  I  declared  what  a  Chriftian 
«  fhould  neither  .  difguife  nor  conceal.  Ye  be- 
«  held  with  what  an  infult  Ataiiba  replied.  And 
«  it. is  tills  that  his  friend,  his  ally,  his  protedlor, 

*  reproaches  you  for  having  punifiied.  A^  for 

<  me,  I  am  odious  to  him,  and  I  cornfort  m.y- 
fdf  with  the  thought.  I  faw  the  fagr^d,  ma-, 

(  nual  of  our  faith  trodden  -under  foot;  and. 

(  cried  out  for  vengeance  ;  fuchjds  my;,,criaie. 

«  It  might  be  necelfary  to  difiemblej  facrilege,  to 

<  applaud  blafphemy,  and,  betray , religion  in  fa- 

<  vour  of  impiety ;  I  have  not  donept ;  and  ex- 

<  pedt  to  fuffer  pitilefs  humiliations,  reproaches, 

^  exile,  perhaps  martyrdom  ! . ”  Scarcely 

had  he  ended  v/hen  a  hundred  voices  at  once  ex- 

K  3  claimed, 
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cUlimed,  he  {hall  be  protected,  defended^  ant! 

‘‘.^■e.vered  as  the;  avenger  of  the  faith.” 
t(^  4ihis  coinniotion  in  their  minds.againll:  Pizarro 
was  greatly  increafed  by  his  arrival.  As  he  pafled 
through i  hisi  foioiers^  be  perceived  in -them  no 
fy-niptoins  eylher  of  fear  or  of  lhame  ;  they  view¬ 
ed  with  a  fixed  eye,  prepared  to  revolt^ 

ilaould  an  angry  expreilion-  or  inveclive  efcape 
him.j  frFurther  on,  V  aiverde,  in.  the  midif  .of  fe- 
ditious  fanatks,  appeared  hill  more  daring;,  and 
peceived  with  an  unaltered,  countenance,  his  me¬ 
nacing  looks,  pizarro  went  through  the  crowd, 
prefer  V  ing  a  gloomy  iilence.  ife  inquired  for 
Ataiiba,  ^and  w^as- conducted  to.ihe,  orifon  ;  there 
hCrbeheld  this  unhappy  prince  fui  rounded,  by  a 
fmall  number  of  Cadilian.s,  ,who„  with  eyes  fixt 
on  the  ground,  refeiBbied  condemned  crirainais 
more  than  cenquerors.- 

Ataliba,  in  his  diilrefs,  preferved  too  much 
frmnefs  and  dignity  to  utter  a  complaint.  But 
when  he  beheld  Piz;u‘ro  enter,  he  darted,  turned 
off  his  eyes  with  horror,  repul  fed  him,  and  re- 
jcfled  his  embraces.  You  fuppofe  me  trea-^* 
cherpus  and  perjured,”  faid  Pizarro;  but 
h  heltoid  this  hand,  'wounded  and  bleeding, 
^phich  ■warded  off  from  ^ou  a  mortal  bfow. 
fs  tin’s,  the  hand  of  an  enemy?  .1  dre'w  you 
from  I'iie  throne,  where  twenty  fwords  were 
aii^ing  to, -pierce  your  lieart ;  Ifiave  imprifon- 
“  ed  you  to  proteef  you  from  the  fury  of  thofe 
whom  I  was  unable  to  difarm,  or  retrain. 
Aik  thefe  wan  iors  if,  duringthishorriblemaf- 
fkCre,  I  did  not  exert  my  utmoft  efforts  to 
fupprefs  it.  What  could  you  defire  from  me  ? 
“  What  more  could  one  man  do  ?  My  foldiers 
hav€’ already  difobeyed  my  commands,  and  I 

‘‘  have 


“  have  every  reafon  to  apprehend  they  v^ill  foon 
refift  my  authority.  But,  of  this,Hinhappy 
Prince,  be  affured, '  I  will  proteiH:  your  life  at 
the  hazard  of  my  own.’’  ' 

The  Inca,  at  thefe  words,  regarded  him  \^h■th 
eyes  in  which  refentment  had  yielded  to  tender- 
nefs,  and  fuhered  fome  tears  to  efcape  him.  “  I 
««  loved  you,”  faid  he,  as  foon  as  I  faw  you,- 
<<  and  my  Ihul,  captivated  by  yours,  hath  re- 
linquiOied  to  you  both  my  thoughts  and  niy 
will.  With  what  view  then  could  you  betray 
“  me  ?  'With  what  pleafure  could  you  behold  the 
llaughter  of  an  inotfenlive  people,  who  had 
received  you  as  a  God  ?  No,  it  could  not  be 
your  order^.v  You  w^p  !  Come  and  embrace 
me.  Your  pity  confoles  the  heart  of  a  wretch 
V  .who 'ftill  loves  you. ^  But,  tell  me,  is  all  loft?' 

Is  my  army  entirely  deftroyed  ?” — I  have 
«<  fived  all  of  them  I  could,”  anfwered  the  hero. 
If  it  be  poffible,”  replied  the  Inca,  “  refcue 
«  me  from*  the  hands  of  thefe  traitors:  their 
fliouts  of  joy  diftra^f  me;  their  approach  ex* 
cites  my  horror.  Spare  me  the  dreadful  pu¬ 
ff  nifhment  of  hearing  and  feeing  them.  Sati- 
ff  ated  with  blood,  they  thirft  for  gold  ;  I  wifti 
f<  to  gratify  them.  I  engage  for  my  ranfom,  to 
‘f  ftil  the  room  *  in  which  we  at  prefent  are,  as 
‘f  high  as  my  arm  can  reach.r  Let  them  carry 
ff  with  them  thefe  pernicious  treafures,  and  leave 
«f  us  to  live  in  peace.” 


X, 


*  “  Thd^apartment  in  which  he  was  confined  was  twenty* 
two  feet  in  length  and  fixteen  in  breadth.”  Dr.  Robpt- 
foa’s  Hift.  of  America.'  Vol.  II.  p.  177. 


<ff . ft  jg  mme^  an^ 

«  I  will  do  every  tiling  for  you  that  cah  be  eif- 
**'•  pe^ed^  from  the  sreal  of  a  friend;  Let '  us  al- 
a  low  fome  time  fdr  their  Fury  to  fubfide,  and 
**  both  arm  ourfelves,  you  with  conftancy,  arid 
I  with  refolutionr.  I  leave  you,  and  am  goin'^ 
to  take  care  of  Alonzo^  whofe  fituation  afflifls  » 
“  and  alarms  ^  1  .  ^  !•?  j 

Pizarro,  as  he  deft  the  prifon  of  Ataliba/ felC  ^ 

his  heart  torn  with  grief;  but  a  fight,  ftill  riiorc  i 

didrefsful,  awaited  him  in  the  place  where  Aloil-  ; 

zo  Was  dying. 

-  Belore  the  young  man  had  recovered  from  the  ) 

oppreffive  faintnefs  into  which  he  had  funk,' they  < 

had  drefied  his  wound.  But  being  re-animated  ; 

by  its  anguish,  he  looked  around  him  and  beheld  : 

himfelf  m  the-^  midft  of  Caftilians,  ftill  reeking 
from  the  carnage.  He  Ihuddered  with  horror  ;> 
and  collcfting  his  remaining  ftrength,  faid  to 
them  :  Barbarians  !  how  durft  ye  approach 

and  recap  me  to  life  ?  Ye  have  rendered  it 
*?'^odioLis  to  me.  It  is  time  for  you  to  exprefs 
«  i your  "com  pallion'and  offer  your  aftiftance,  after 
‘‘  having  committed,  on  the  faith  of  peace, 
twenty  thouland  murder  1  Thefe  are  Chriftian 
heroes,  dyed  in  blood,  and  panting  with  rage, 

H  O  'fanatical  monfters  I  Heaven,  juft  Pleaven  ] 

“  will  not  leave  fuch  an  execrable  crime  unre-  j 

“  venged>  It  is  not  to  remorfe,  but  to  the  im-  '• 

“  petuolity  of  your  own  paflioris  that  I,  with  my  'i 

“ :  dyi-ng  breath,  devote  you.  I  know  your  hearts,  \ 

“  and  alreatly  forefee  pride  and  avarice  kindling  j 

‘‘  amongft  you  the  names  of  infernal  hatred.  1 

“  Armed  againft  each  other,  ye  will  like  beafts  j 

“  of  prey,  devour  one  another.  Ye  will  rend  J 

afunder  thefe  greedy  entrails,  and  thefe  hearts 

“  thirfting 
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thirfting  for  blood,  which  neither  the, tears  of 
innocence^  nor  the  cries  of  humanity  could 
eyer  move.  Retire,  infamous  robbers>  bafe 
murderers,  and  let. me  die.”  On  raying\thele 
\^ords,  and  ftripping  off  the  bandage,  he  tore 
open.  )bis  wound  with  his  hands. 

,  rPizarro  fqund  him  lying  in  his  blood  *,  and  the 
enraged  Caftilians  retired  at  his'approach.-,  Alon¬ 
zo,  flrptched  forth  to  him  his- hand,  and  lifting 
up  his'eyes  to  Heaven,  as  if  to  implore  forgive- 
nefs;  for  his  .violence,  he  breathed  his  laft. 

At  the  fame  inftant  Gonzalo  Pizarro  came  to 
fpeakr  tp  the  general  in  private.  What  do  you 
here)”  ;faid  he,;  they  have  formed  a‘^confe- 
«  detaey,  are  ready  to  revolt^  and  appoint  a  lead- 
«  er  in  your -dead.  Appear,  fruftrate  this  con- 
fpiracy,  calm  their  minds,  reduce  them  to  or- 
‘C  der,  ot  Ave  are  all  undone.” 

Pizarro,  in  this  perilous  iituation,  perceived 
the  two. rocks  of  violence  and  lenity  it  v/as  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  avoid.  Pie  appeared  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  palace,  and  there  having  aiTcm- 
blqd  his  foldiers,  with  a  countenance  expreffive  of 
dignity  and  forrow,  addreffed  them  :  “  Cafti- 
*•  iians,  ye  have  butchered  an  innocent  and  peace- 
«  lible  people,  who  confided  in  you,  freely  im- 
P  parted  to  you  their  property,  refpeCted  you  as 
“  their  guefts,  and  who,  renouncing  their  own. 
religion,  were  deGroiis  of  embracing  the  wor- 
(hip  and  lav/3  of  ChrilHanity  as  foon  as  they 
<5  could  be  taught  them.  'Pheir  king  forbad 
“  every  kind  of  hodility  towards  ns  :  And  fo 
far  were  they  from  violating  his  command, 
that  they  beheld  a  general  maffacre  begun  be- 
«  fore  they  had  fpilt  a  drop  of  your  blood,  _  or 
“  even  drawn  an  arrow.  They  lie  Ufelef^..-on 

'  K  c  •*  the 
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the  diift  before  the  face  of  Heaven^  that  Hea- 
who  will  be  your  judge  and  theirs.  The 
deiirufbon  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  had  they 
oeeii  ci’HTi5 nals,  would  have  been  a  dreadful 
fpe^tacle,  how  much  more  flaocking  then  muft 
^  it  be,  when  the  twenty  thoufand  fulFerers  are 
innbeeht  ?  Their  king  rec|uires  from  you  the 
1  iglits  of%urraL  Grkiit  them  this  mark  of  hu- 
manity,  wInVh  is  always  allowed  to  the  moil: 
implacable  enemiesT 

Inftead  of  the  complaints,  reproaches  and 
threats,  w’hich  they  expected  from  a  cornnllin- 
ciei,  whom  their  condu^lr  had  io  juhlv  exafpe- 
rated,  tins  moderate  expoflulation  made  a  deep 
nnpreilion.  The  fokiiers  replied  that  they  would 
,  iiot  refufe  to  bury  the  dead,  if  the  reft  of  the 
Indians  in  the  neighbouring  villages  would  come 
to  aftill:  them.  “  They  will  aid  you,”  faid  Pi- 
v.arro :  ««  to-morrow,  on  thefe  bloody  -plains, 
they  Will  meet  you  at  day-break.  Go  now 
to  rejioie  :  ye  muft  be  fatigued  with  your  mur- 
<•'  ders.” 

Every  one,  from  this  moment,  ftruck  at  the 
melancholy  piernre,  felt  his  blood  thrill  with  hor- 
rdr.  Nature  infeniibly  relumed  its  influence  over 
them,  and  the  hearts  of  the  guilty  were  wounded 
by  re  merle. 

In  the  villages  the  aged,  women  and  children 
oi  ly  remained.  Pizarro  fent  orders  for  them  to 
^ome,  at  the  dawn,  and  help  to  inter  the  dead, 
h  hefe  unhappy  people  all  obeyed.  As  foon  as 
the  ntoriving  afforded  h’sht  fnflicient  for  the  com- 
me'ncement  of  their  labour,  the  Caftilians  beheld 
thefe  women,  children,  and  old  men  refort  to 
their  melancholy  duty.  Their  deep  and  filent 
grief,  their  paltneis  and  dejection  excited  com- 
paSon  in  the  moft  unfeeling  hearts.  But,  when 

their 
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their  eyes  met,  aniotigO:  the  heaps  of  flaln,  thofe 
who  were  dear  to  them,  when  they  threw  them- 
felves  with  piercing  cries  on  their  corpfes,  col 
and  bloody,  prefled  them  in  their  arms,  bathe  1 
them  With  their  tears,  clung  with  their  fobbing 
lips,  one  while  to  the  livid  mouths,  and  another 
to  the  gaping  wounds  of  a  huflDand,  a  father,  01 
a  foil ;  the- murderers  could  not  fupport  the  fight 
without  uttering  expreflflons  of  forrovv  and  re- 
,  pentance.  The  aflaflm  of  the  father  embraced 
*tlie  children  ;  the  hands  that  had  been  dipt  in 
the  blood  of  the  fon  and  the  hufband  drew  back 
the  wife  and  the  mother,  from  the  pit  in  which 
they  attempted  to  bury  themfelves  with  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  their  regard.  In  this  manner,  were  va¬ 
ried  during  this  lamentable  day,  the  torments  of ^ 
remorfe. 

On  their  return  to  Caffamalca,  the  Cafcilians^  ^ 
with  dejeefed  foreheads,  eyes  fixt  on  the  giound 
and  heavy  hearts,  appeared  before  Pizarro.  ^  Is 
“  it  finifhed,”  alked  he,  and  doth  this  un- 
“  happy  earth  conceal  in  its  boiom  all  the  traces 
of  our  excefles  V' — “  Yes,  it  is  finiOied.  — » 
Have  ye,”  faid  the  general,  ‘‘  infatuated  and 
cruel  men,  have  ye  then  leen  this  carnage  at 
which  nature  trembles  ?  Yourfehves  were  the 
perpetrators  ....  But  no,”  cried  he,  this 
abominable  crime,  the  blackeft  and  mOiL  atro- 
cious  that  the  rage  of  hell  hath  ever  infpired, 

I  impute  not  to  you  5  behold  the  execrable  au- 
“  thor.  It  is  he,  it  is  this  ravenous  tyger,  this 
“  ferocious  hypocrite,  it  is  Valverde,  who,  by 
your  hands,  .hath  fpilt  fo  much  blood.  Know' 
that,  at  the  moment,  wdien  he  cried  out  to 
you  for  vengeance  on  an  infulted  God  ;  this 
people  and  -their  king  were  adoring  him  with 
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‘  US,  and  hearing  with  delight  the  wanders  of 

<  his  power.  I  fwear  it,  to  you,  and  I  call  the 
‘  warriors  who  accompanied  me  to  confirm  the 
‘  truth.  They  heard  the  homage  of  the  virtu- 
‘  ous  prince,  whom  this’ villain  hath  flandered. 

«  Charge  the  crimes  then  on  him  of  which  his 

*  impofiure  hath  been  the  only,  caule ;  and  as 

*  an  impure  victim,  let  him  fiy  far  from  us  to 
‘  lome  defart  ifland,  to  expiate,  if  pofiible^  the 
‘  guilt  of  twenty  thoufand  afiafiinations  with 

‘  which  the  traitor  hath  fuilied  your  hands.  Let .. 
‘  vultures  and  vipers  prey  on  his  unnatural  heart, 

<  as  on  their  proper  food.” 

Valverde  then  came  forward  to  defend  himfelf. 
Wretch  !”  faid  Pizarro  to  him,  at  the  fame 
time  ieizing  him  with  violence  and  dragging  him 
to  his  feet,  ‘‘  come  fpeak  and  fay  if  thou  didfi: 

“  expect  that  a  king,  who  had  never  feen  thee, 
Ihould  underftand  what  thou  thyfelf  canft  not 
comprehend,  and  on  ihy  word  implicitly  be- 
««  lieve  clodlrines  repugnant  to  reafon.  Thy 
book  was  lacred  to  thee  ;  but  how  could  it  be 
io  to  him,  who  knew  not  what  it  was,  whence 
it  C’ame,  nor  what  it  contained?  It  fell  from 
“  his  iiand  ;  and  for  this  offence,  alas  I  which, 

*‘  perhaps,  was  not  intended,  thou  caufeft  a 
«  whole  people  to  be  flaughtered  !  and  I  heard 
thee,  in  the  midfi  of  the  carnage,  crying  out, 
Let  no  one  efcape  !  Go,  monfier,  I  leave 
tnee,  for  thy  puniff  ment  an  hateful  life ;  but 
go  drag  it  out  far  from  us,  an  object  of  hor- 
ror  to  heaven,  to  earth,  and  to  thyfelf,  if 
there  remain  in  thee  a  heart  that  is  capable  of 
remorfe.”  On  pronouncing  thefe  words  in  the 
tone  of  an  inexorable  judge,  the  boldefi;  friends 
©f  Valverde  were  afraid  to  undertake  his  defence. 

He 


THE  INCAS. 


205- 


He  wasifeized,'^  pale  and-  trembling  ;  and  orders 
were  immediatelyDgivcn  ta  rid  tKemfelves  of 
for  ever.ic^  ot  -c:  ; 

.  length,’*  refmned  the  general,  we  arc 

!  come  again  to  onrfelves  ^  and  reafon,  huma- 
nity>  and  glory*  will  prelide  in  our  councils. 
The  king  demands  to  pay  his  ranfom  ^  and  ye 
f‘  will  be  aftonilhed  at  the  pile  of  gold  that  he 
.  «  offers  to  accumulate  in  his  prifon.  Caftilians, 

I  have  promifed  to  grant  it :  Your  (hips  will  re- 
turn. freighted  with  immenfe  treafures.  ^  But, 
in  the  name of  that  God  who  is  our  judge, 
and  of  the  king  whom  we  ferve,  exercife  im 
more  cruelties :  Let  us  forbear  them,  at  leaft,. 


“  to  a  conquered  people.” 

From  that  time  the  promifes  of  Ataliba  occu¬ 
pied  their  thoughts.  This  king,  preferving  in 
fetters  that  equanimity  which  conftitutes  the 
mean  between  pride  and  deje(5tion,  governed  his 
people,  though  confined  to  a  prifon  ;  and  is 
people  obeyed  him  not  lefs  willingly  than  when 
he  he  fate  on  a  throne,  From  all  quarters 
were  feen  reforting  to  Caffamalca,  fome  bending 
under  the  weight  of  the  gold  they  had  ftript 
from  the  palaces  and  temples  *,  others  bearing  in 
their  hands  the  grains  of  this  metal  they  had 
amaffed,  and  in  which  their  wives  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  adorned  themfelves  on  their  feftival  folem- 
nities.  They  left  their  fandals  at  the  threOiold 
.  of  the  palace  where  their  king  was  confined, 
they  kiffed  the  cluft  at  the  door  of  his  prifon  j 
and,  in  depofiting  their  burthen,  they  fell  at 
his  feet  and  wafhed  them  with  tears.  It  feemed 
as  though  his  calamity  had  rendered  him  more 
facred.  , 

,  A  line 
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A  line  was  traced  on  the  walls  at  the  height 
to  which  the  gold  was  agreed  to  be  raifed.  Af¬ 
ter  accumulating  the  quantities  brought  in  they 
were  found  not  to  reach  the  mark.  The  king; 
perceived  the  murmurs  that  efcaped  before  him 
,from  their  impatient  avarice.  He  reprefented  to 
them  the  impoffibility  of  being  more  expeditious ; 
that  the  diftance  of  Cufco  *  was  the  inevitable 
caufe  of  the  delay  at  which]  they  complained; 
but  that  this  city  alone  had  fufficient  to  realize 
his  prcmife.  Two  Caftilians-I-  were  fent  thither 
to  inquire  if  he  had  deceived  them  ;  and  it  was 
in  this  interval  that  a  fatal  revolution  filed  up  the 
misfortunes  of  the  Indians  and  the  crimes  of  the 
Gaftilians,. 


C  H  A  P.  LI. 


jtiLMAGRO,  with  a  reinforcement,  came 
from  Panama  to  the  affiftance  of  Pizarro.  He 
heard  immediately  on  his  landing*,  the  difafter 
of  the  Indians.  And  as  part  of  an  hungry  pack 
that  had  been  thrown  out  in  the  chace,  when  the 
horn  informs  them  that  the  hag  is  at  bay,  forget 

*  Two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues. - f  Soto  and  Peter  de 

Varco. 

*  At  Puerto  Viejo,  The  old  Port, 


their 


their  fatigue  and  redouble  their  fpeed,  panting 
with  eagernefs  and  joy ;  fo  'Almagro  and  his 
'Companions  haftened  towards  CafTamalca  for  their 
fhare  of  the  prey.  On  their  way,  they  met  the 
fanatical  hypocrite  Valverde,  whom  a  ftrong 
guard  was  condu6ling  to  the  port  of  Rimac.  The 
lituation  to  which  he  was  reduced  excited  the 
companion'  of  Almagro,  who  inquired  what  crime 
could  have  caufed  his  difgrace  ?  The  zeal 
that  makes  martyrs,”  anfwered  this  perfidious 
villain,  with  a  fimple  and  tranquil  air  that  inti¬ 
mated  a  peaceful  heart.  He  added,  that  if  Al¬ 
in  agro  was  difpofed  to  hear  him,  he  would  ac- 
quiefee  in  his  decifion,  being  very  certain  that  to 
him  be  fiiould  appear  not  only  innocent,  but  to 
have  a«5ted  even  laudably. 

Impatient  to  gain  information  that  might  be 
fubfervitnt  to  his  intereil,  Almagro  requefted 
and  eafily  obtained  permiffion  to  converfe  with 
the  prifoner  In  private ;  and  whilft  the  guard, 
whhthe  newly  arrived  foldiers,  were  rejoicing  at 
th^’ir  meeting  in  a  country  the  conqueft  of  which 
would  enrich  them  forever,  Valverde,  fitting  by 
Almagro  in  the  iliadeof  an  old  cyprefs,  commu¬ 
nicated  to  him  in  chefe  words  that  infernal  venom 
of  which  he  was  full. 

‘‘  Faithful  and  generous  friend  of  the  mofl  ara- 
bitious  of  men,  his  fuccefs,  his  glory,  his  ele- 
“  vation,  the  authority  that  he  exercifes,  and 
“  the  favour  he  enjoys  are  all  owing  to  you  ;  your 
fortune  hath  been  exhaufted  to  equip  his  fleet ; 
your  courage  hath 'fnpported,  and  railed  up 
his,  which  had  been  deje^fed  by  obftacles  and 
misfortunes.  We  have  feen  you,  thro’  tem- 
peft  and  rockss  pafs  and  repafs  with  unremit- 
“  ted  perfeverance  from  the  port  of  Panama  to 
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thefe  dangerous  fiiores,  where,  without  you, 
he  muil  ha\’e  periOied ;  and  by  unexpeiSted 
fupplies  we  all  have  been  reftored  to  life  and  to 
hope.  Without  you  he  never  would  have  ac- 
“  quired‘fame  but  by  a  blind  improvidence,  or 
‘‘  rather  he  would  have  ftill  continued  in  his  ori- 
ginal  obfcurity.  You  will  foon  difcover  with 
what  gratitude  he  will  repay  fo  many  obligati- 
ons.  He  hath  been  in  the  court  of  Spain  ;  he 
“  hath  obtained  from  the  Emperor  the  moft  diC- 
“  tinguilhed  favours,  and  iliuftrious^^hitles ;  Jsut 
“  for  whom  ?  for  himfeif  alone.  Have  you  feen 
“  his  commiffion  ?  are  you  named  in  it  ?  Flas 
he  thought  even  of  foliciting  that  his  friend, 
his  affbciate,.  the  maker  of  his  fortune  fhoukl 
“  even  command  under  him  ?  It  is  not  forget- 
“  fulnefs  5,  no,  Pizarro  {till  remembers  and  fears 
“  you.  He  would  aflume  to  himfeif  a  regal 
“  power;  but  a  lieutenant  like  you  would  have 
“  relfrained  his  ambition,  and  perhaps  obfeured 
“  his  glory.  Learn  this,  which  he  is  greatly 
anxious  to  conceal  from  every  obferver,  but 
which  I  have  been  able  to  difeover.  The  ex^ 
“  tent  of  his  power  in  thefe  regions  is  not  with- 
“  out  its  limits,  and  his  patent  grants  him  but 
-  ‘‘  one  half  of  this  empire,  which  the  equator 
“  divides.  The  imperial  city,  the  fplendid  Cuf- 
‘  ‘  CO  is  beyond  his  limits  ;  and  the  hrft  who  wilU 
dare  tO“  difpute  the  conqueft  with  him,  will 
haVe  a  right  equal  to  his.  This,  Pizarro  hath 
forefeen and  on  the  empty  pretext  of  a  ran- 
idm  from  a  King,  his  ally,  whom  he  pretends 
to  retain  in  prifon  within  the  walls  of  Call'a- 
malca,  he  is  drawing  from  Cufeo  all  the  trea- 
‘‘  hires  it  contains.  Go,  Almagro,  haften  to 
him  5  but  be  extremely  cautious  how  you  men- 
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tion  to  him  either  your  favours,  or  his  pro- 
mifes  5  be  cautious  how  you  pretend  to  a  fharfe 
of  the  gold  aceumulating  for' him  :-  ir  is  the 
ranfom  of  an  Indian,  who  was  taken  without 
“  your  you  have  no  right  to  a  ihare,  andPizarro 
**  hath  faid  fo.’^ 

At  this  harangue  the  heart  of  Almagro  was 
inflamed  with  envy  and  pride.  But  he  ftill  af- 
fefted  to  doubt  that  his  fiaend  could  be  ungrate¬ 
ful.  “  Think  you  that  he  cannot  be  a  traitor  to 
his  friend  and  benefadfor  ?”  replied  the  wretch, 

“  He  hath  bafely  betrayed'  his  King  and  his 
“  God.”  He  then  repeated  all  the  calumnies 
with  which  he  had  afperfed  the  Caftilian  hero. 

And  would  you  know,”  adds  he,  ‘‘  the  King, 

**  who  is  the  friend  and  the  ally  of  Pizarro  ^ 
He  is  a  perfidious  ufurper,  who  hath  relent- 
lefsly  defiroyed  the  whole  race  of  the  Incas, 
embrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  people 
“  of  Cufco,  driven  his  brother  from  the  throne, 

“  loaded  him  with  chains,  and  keeps  him  con- 
fined  in  a  fcanty  prifon.  .This  we  have  learnt 
from  the  Indians  of  the  valley,  who,  under 
«  the  yoke  of  Ataliba,  lament  the  fate  of  their 
**  King — “  And  where  is  the  prifon  of  this 
King  ?”  afked  the  ambitious  Almagro — It 
is,”  replied  Valverde,  “  in  the  fort  of  Canna- 
««  ra,  a  city  fituated  in  the  way  from  Quito  to 
««  Cafiamalca.” — “  Go,”  faid  Almagro,  “  I 
«  have  learnt  enough :  proceed  to  the  port  of 
Rimac.  You  fhall  not  leave  it  without  re-  . 
ceiving  fome  proofs  of  gratitude  from  a  man, 
who  hates  the  ungrateful,  and  vvill  never  be  of 
“  their  number.” 

Almagro,  who  from  this  moment,  became  the 
mod  implacable  enemy  of  Pizarro,  faw  that  the 

deliverance 
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deliverance  of  the  Inca  of  Ciifco  was  the  fufc  and 
ready  means  of  forming  to  hirnfelf  a  powerful 
party,  ana,  at  the  fame  time,  of  beariitg  fronv 
his  rival  by  much  the  faired:  part  of  his  conqueft. 
He  proceeded  towards  Cannara,  .  where  the  news 
of  the  malTacre  had  fpread  uni  verbal  terror.  At 
his  approach  the  inhabitants  fled  in  the  utmofl: 
confternation.  He  attacked  the  fort,  and  threat¬ 
ened  to  ravage  it,  and  imrrtediately  exterminate 
all  without  mercy,  if  they  refufed^o  deliver  im, 
to  hiua  the  Inca,  King  of  Cufcop  whom  he  had 
taken,  he  faid,  under  iiis  prote61:ioii. 

1  hough  reduced  to  defpair,  the  intrepid  Co- 
rambe  refolutely  replied,  that  Atallba  was  ftill 
living,  and  he  would  obey  no  one  but  him. 

riie  artillery  was  diicharged  and  the  gates  of 
the  citadel  began  to  give  way...  At  the  noife, 
and  the  terror  which  prevailed  within  the  walls, 
tne  Haughty  Huafcar  exclaimed  in  a  tranfpcrt  of' 
joy  and  of  rage ;  “  ho  thefe  are  my  avengers  ! 
May  he  die  at  the  price  of  my  crown  !  May 
the  periidioits  and  bloody  Ataliba  perifli  1'^ 
Corambe  heard  him,  aiio  rendered  furious  by  the 
excefs  of  misfortune:  “  You,  who  prefer, faid 
he,  “  the  oppreflion  of  thefe  ravagers  to  the 
friendlhip  ot  your  brother,  a.nd  the  ruin  of 
your  country  to  the  peace  that  might  have 
“  laved  It,  lhall  never  enjoy  your  implacable 
vengeance.”  Having  faid  this, .  he  ftruck  hiiii 
with  his  hatchet  a  mor.tai  blow. 

He  had  fcarceiy  given' the  ftroke,  when,  on 
feeing  Huafcar  convulfed  at  his  feet,  and  wallow¬ 
ing  in  duft  and  blood,  he  was  Ihocked  at  the 
crime  he  had  committed  V/i!d,  diflraaed,  he 
leit  the  room,  ordered  his  Indians  to  follow  him,, 
and  threw  himfeif  in  defpair  amongPt  the  enemy.. 
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He  was  foon  feverely  wounded  ;  but,  in  feekirig 
for  death,  opened  bimfelf  a  paflage,  by  which 
moft  of  his  attendants  efcaped.  Some  of  them 
were  taken  alive. 

Almagro,  impatient  to  .carry  off  Hiiafcar, 
haftened  to  enter  the  fort  *,  he  there  found  the 
King  affaffinated,  weltering  in  his  blood,  Itrug- 
gling  ag'aiiift  his  fate,  and  in  agonies  of  pain  and. 
rage,  crying  aloud  for  vengeance.  The  fight  of 
Itis  death  filled  him  with  vexation  *,  and  having 
loft  the  hope  of  dividing  the  emphe,  he,  from 
that  moment,  determined  to  take  from  his  rival 
the  fupport  of  Ataliba,  wiio,  though  a  prifoner, 
was  ftill  a  King,  and  preferved  his  authority  over 
his  people.  He,  on  this,  gave  orders  that  the 
body  of  the  Inca  of  Cufco  Ihould  be  carried  in 
his  train,  and  proceeded  on  his  way  to  Caffamad- 
ea. 

Plzarro  received  him  with  all  the  ardor  ot 
grateful  friendfliip.  Buj:  this  emotion  of  joy  was 
fucceeded  by  another  of  terror,  when  in  the^ 
midff  of  the  Caftilians  and  in  the  prefence  of 
Ataliba  himfelf,  Almagro  drew  afide  the  veil 
'which  covered  the  corps  of  Hiiafcar.  Dofi: 
“  thou  know  him  ?”  faid  he  to  the  King  in  the 
tone  of  a  menacing  judge.  •Ataliba  looked, 
trembled,  recoiled  in  affright,  arid  with  an  excla¬ 
mation  of  the  bittereft  grief;  “  O  my  brother 
faid  he,  “  hath  not  then  the  pitilels  fword  fpared 
‘‘  thee!  They  maffacre  Kings!”  .  At  thefe 
words  either  from  afieeffion,  or  recurrence  to  his 
own  fituation  and  a  prefentiment  of  his  fate,  he 
was  unable  to  refrain  from  tears  ;  fobs  ftified  his 
voice.  Thou  weepeft,”  faid  Almagro,  “after 
having  affaflinated  him  I  !” — “  Ihylelf, 

perfidious,  man,  and  by  the  hand  of  a  traitor, 

who 


/ 
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»  who  purfued  by  remorfe.  hatH  fallen  beHeatli 

irokcs.  Pizart^Oj^’  adds  he,  you  have 
“  forgotten  this  King,  whofe  faithful  fubieas 
came  even  to  Tumbez  to  implore  your  aid  p 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  his  enemy,  the  mur- 
erer  of  his  family  and  people,  from  the  receis 
or  his  prifon  hath  caiiihd  him  to  be  affahinar- 
I/r  r  ^  danger,  and  flew  to  his  re- 

‘  ll  r'r'  havehaftened  his  fate. 

1  lie  barbarous  Ataliba  hath  been  too  well 
obeyed.” 

O  heavenly  jufliee  !”  cried  Ataliba,  afto- 
nithed  at  the  crime  of  which  he  was  acfufed, 
“  1!  theaflaffin  of  a  brother 7  AliM  inhuman 
men,  the  perpetration  of  crimes  like  this  is 
referved  for  you.  It  is  to  you  that  nothing  'is 
y  lacred.  This  only  was  Wanting  to  complete 
your  infamy.  .Ye  have  bafely  betrayed  me ;  ' 
ye  have  drawn  me  into  a  dreadful  fnare.  ye 
have  violated  the  rights  of  confidence,  peace, 
^Thoipitahty,  friendfiiip,  and  all  that  is  held  fa- 
cred  by  the  greatefl  barbarians;  yc  have 
‘‘  flaughtered  my  people';  ye  have  loaded  me' 
witn  chains,  ye  have  fet  a  prioe  on  mv  liberty 
‘‘  and  my  life;  is  not  all  this  enough?  Cam 
neither  tear^nor  blood,  nor  gold  appeafe 
your  rage  l^^o  inflia  on  me  an  evil  more 
cruel  than  death,  ye  impute  tome  the  murder 
of  a  brother  !  Ah,  great  God  1  what  have  I 
‘‘  done^  to  ofrend  thee  that  from  tlie  height  of 
happmefs  thou  llioiildefl: "  overwhelm  me  in 
“  mifcry  ?  What  more  have  ye  to  aik  Is  it 
my  life  that  ye  feek  ?  Take  it.  Embrue  your 
hands  in  my  blood,  I  will  not  refifl:  you  :  but 
whymuft  ye  charge  me  with  guilt?  I  am 
weak,  in  chains,  defencelds,  and  forfaken : 

Heaven 
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Heaven  only  is  our  judge,  and  Heaven  de- 
“  votes  me  to,  deftruftion.  Strike,  Ye  have 
neither  witneiJes  nor-avengers  tofearv  Strike, 

“  Terminate  my  misfortunes ;  but  fpare  my  in- 
“  nocence.  Pierce  my  heart,  but  infult  it 
not.” 

Thefe  words,  interrupted,  by  tears,  had  exclt- 
cd,jin;the  Cahilians  emotions  of  pity,  when  AI* 
magro  produced  the  Indians  he  had  taken  to  attell  , 
the  crime.  Thefe  unhappy  men  trembled  and 
remained  filent,  not  knowing  whether  they  ought 
to  declare,  or  conceal  what  they  had  feen  *,  but, 
compelled  by  their  King  himfelf  to  fpeak  without 
any  difguife,  they  confeffed  that  their  chief  the 
lieutenant  of  Ataliba,  and  keeper  of  Huafcur, 
finding  himfdf  urged  to  give  up  his  prifoner, 

-  killed  him  with  his  own  hand.  This  was  enough  ; 
and  calumny  fupported  by  the  femblance  of  a 
plot,  left  fuflicient  room  for  an  unfavourable  con- 
ftruflion,  Thefe  Indians,  terrified  by  threats, 
let  fall  fome  exprefilons  which  were  conftrued  in 
the  mofi:  odious  fenfe,  and  the  fufpiclon  of  a 
correfpohdence  between  the  Indians  at  Cannara 
and  their  King  was  converted  into  a  certain  proof 
of  the  blacked:  guilt.  Ataliba,  in  the  minds  of 
the  multitude  was  convided  of  having  privately 
eonfpired  againfi:  even  the  Caftilians  themfelves  : 

and  a  ,  hundred  voices  at  once  called  aloud  for 

:  \  ‘ ,  <1 1  ■ 

death,  ;  i  ■ 

^Pizapo,  who  , perceived,  through  thefe  clouds, 
the  innocence  of  At^^liba,  had  together  with  his 
friends  the  courage  to.  defend  him  ;  but  hatred 
and  envy  awakened  thofe  ful’picions  which  Val- 
verde  had  already  excited  ;  and  under  this  gene¬ 
rous  zeal  tjaey  thought  felfilntcrefl  and  ambition 
appeared.  ''  '  , 


At 
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At  the  head  qf  this  fa^llon  \yas  Alphonfo  dc 
Reqiielme  *,  a  gloomy  an-d  untra£lahle  fanatic, 
fincerer  than  Valverde,  buy.  not  lefs  violent. 
Almagro  more  dilTembling,  avoided  to  ^oin  the 
party.  He  lamented  with  Pizarro  the  trouble  he 
had  occalioned,  and  blamed  himfelf  for,  what  he 
'Called,  his  unfortunate  imprudence.  But  Pizar- 
ro  too  plainly  difcovered  thro’  the  difguife,  the 
-deceit  that  triumphed  in  his  heart. 

In  the  mean  time  this  confufion  increafing, 
proceeded  to, kindle  difturbances.  Ataliba  him¬ 
felf  had  added  fuel  to  the  iire  by  the  boldnefs  of 
his  defence,  and  the  feverity  of  Kis  reproaches 
againft  thefe  tyrants.  .Deeply  injured,  his  heart 
had  recovered  that  elafticity  which  courage  ac¬ 
quires  from  excefiive  oppreiTion.  He  no  longer 
followed  the  advice  of  his  friends,  who.  exhorted 
him  to  be  patient.  «  Ah  !  I  have  fuffered  too 
much,”  faid  he,  and  why  fhould  I  difTem- 
ble.?  If  gentlenefs  could  touch  their  favage 
‘V  hearts  would  they  not  have  relented  before  .? 

Pizarro,  they  require  my  death  ;  they  wifh  to 
««  deftroy  your  friend  j  I  plainly  perceive  it.  But 
it  is  unbecoming  in  virtue,  tho’  flandered,  to 
wear  the  dejected  countenance  of  a  fuppli- 
“  ant.” 

Too  weak,  in  the  midfl  of  fo  numerous  and 
determined  a  faflion,  to  awe  them  by  threats, 
Pizarro  was  obliged  to  offer  violence  to  himfelf; 
and  like  a  pilot' lurprifed  by  a  temped  amidd  in¬ 
numerable  rocks  in  a  narrow  channel,  one  while 
by  yielding  to  its  force,  and,  at  another,  rcfiding 
it,  he  narrowly  evaded  a  fliip wreck.  The  iniiexi- 


*  Treafurer  for  the  EBipsror. 
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l3!e  and  undaunted  magnanimity  of  Ataliba,  and 
efpecially  the  imprudent  warmth  v/ith  which  the 
young' Ferdinand  engaged  in  the  defence  of  this 
unhappy  Prince,  ferved  but  to  irritate  them  the 
more.  Pizarro  began  with  removing  Ferdinand. 
Him  he  appointed  to  go  with  the  Inca^s  ranfom  to 
Spain.  Notice  was  given  of  a  diviiion  ;  and  it 
was  neceflary  to  deterniine  whether  lhares  (hould 
be  allo'wed  to  the  attendants  of  Almagro.  Pi¬ 
zarro  propofed  it.  A  murmur  arofe ;  and  at 
length  it  was  declared  aloud  that  as  they  had  not 
contributed  to  the  conqucft,  they  ought  not  to 
come  and  ufurp  its  fruits. 

Almagro  faw  that  if  he  infifted  on  partaking 
of  the  fpoil,  he  fliould  lofe  his  new  adherents. 
“  Let  us  differable,”  faid  he  to  his  men  ;  “  for 
“  this  is  a  Jnare  laid  for  ns.”  'He  imni^^diately  in 
a  general, addrefs,  declared  that  himfelf  and  his 
adloerents  were  come  to  participate  in  their  toils 
andnot  their  booty,  and  that  in  u  country  where 
gold  was  found  in  abundance,  it  ought  not  to 
create  divifions  between  men  whom  mutual  ef- 
teem,  honour,  and  duty  had  united.  By  this 
perfidious'^^liarangue  he  had  the  addrefs  to  filencc 
every  difagreement.^  His  feigned  moderation  ac¬ 
quired  him  by  degrees  a  powerful  party ;  and 
>Pizarro  defpairing  of  being  able  to  weaken  it,  at¬ 
tempted  to  gain  it  by  largefFes,*  but  could  not 
fucceed.  He  caiifed  the  gold  and  lilver  that  had 
been  amaffed  to  be  weighed  out ;  tbefe  he  diftri- 

*  To  gain  k.by  [argejjc,^-^  Zarate  affirms  that  Pizarro  gave 
to  each  of  che  Spaniards  who  came,  with  Aifnagro  a  thouiand 
pefos  of  gold,  or  two  hundred  and  twenty-live  p.ounds  ftcrling. 

ji‘oe  hundred  ducats  to  fome,  and  a  thoufand  toothers. 
A  tal  clnquecentoy  ea  tal  milk  ducati^ 

bated 


bated,  and  his  army  was  inriched.  The  part  ^ 
which  he  referved  for  the  Emperor,  was  fent 
to  the  port  from  whence  Ferdinand  was  to  em¬ 
bark  ;  and  being  preEed  to  go  thither,  he  came  i 
to  take  leave  of  Ataliba,  with  a  heart  full  of  ^ 
grief.  5 

He  had  conceived  for  the  Inca  that  elevated  j 
and  tender  attachment  with  which  difinterefted  * 
minds  are  infpired  by  virtue  in  diftrefs.  This  i 
delightful  fiipport  Heaven  fometimes  affords  to  1 
an  upright  man  nnder  oppreffion,  to  enable  him  I 
the  better  to  fuftain  the  burthen  of  adverfity.  | 
“  I  am  come  to  bid  you  farewell  :  they  have  fent  ' 
me  to  Spain  :  my  duty  feparates  me  from  you,” 
laid  he,  but  I  depart  with  the  hope  of  ferving 
“  you,  feeing  you  again,  free,  acquitted,  re-eha- 
“  blifhed  on  your  throne,  and  to  embrace  there 
an  hero  whom  I  refpeHed  while  in  chains.”— 

“  Ah!  generous  friend!”  anfwered  Ataliba, 
folding  his  chains  about  him,  and  preiiing  him  In 
his  arms,  if  you  leave  me,  I  am  undone,” — ■ 
i(  "VV^hat  then,”  laid  Ferdinand,  **  do  you  forget 
«  my  brothers,  and  our  friends  ?”— «  Th^y  have 
not  your  courage  ;  and  Pizarro  to  fave  me 
will  not  hazard  his  own  fafety.  See,”  adds  he, 

**  that  arrogant  and  haughty  man  who  appears  to 
have  been  fattened  on  blood  j”  (this  was  Al- 
phonfo  deRequelme)  and  this  other  who  is 
**  watching  us  with  a  louring  eye  j”  (this  was 
Almagro)  ‘‘  they  wait  only  for  your  abfence  to 
deftroyme.  We  fhall  meet  no  more.  Farewell 
for  ever.” 


^  A  fiftli. 


CHAP. 


After  this  melancholy  parting,  Ferdinand 
repaired  to  Rimac.  He  there  found  the  impla¬ 
cable  Valverde,  who  under  the  exterior  of  vplun- 
.tary  humility,  concealed  his  lhame  and  his^refent- 
ment.  He  appeared  before  Ferdinand.  An 
«  excefs  of  zeal,”  faid  he,  “  hath  led  me  aftray  ;  . 

I  ought  to  expiate  all  the  misfortune's  1  Iiavc 
caufed.  The  expofal  of  me  in  a  defert  ifle,  to 
beafts  of  prey,  is  a  fentence  lefs  fevere  than  I 
have  dejerved.  ^  May  heaven  give  me  fortitude  < 
to  expire  without  a  murmur  ;  and  I  will  blefs 
you.  But  if  fhis  fortitude  Biall  be  denied  me, 
and  defpair  Ihould  feize  my  foul,  it  mult  be 
loll  for  ever.  •'  Ah  !  let  me  fave  it  by  penitence. 
What  have  ye  to  fear  from  me?  Proferibed 
and  exiled,  tho’  I  Ihould  continue  wicked,  I 
have  no  opportunity  to  injure  you.  The  fa- 
voiir  I  implore-is  to  expiate  my  crime  by  the 
moll  burthenlbme  labours  :  to  go  amongll  the 
wildell  Indians  on  thefe  fliores  and  dilFule  fome 
light,  at  leaft,  fome  feed  of  the  faith,  I  vvifli 
‘‘  only  .to  dye  a  martyr.”  At  thefe  word.s 
perfidious  tears  flowed  from  his-  hypocritical 


yielding  to  the  impulfe  of  compailion  became  the 
dupe  of  artifice.  He  rcflored  to  the  monk  his 
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freedom;  who,  like  a  tyger,  in  breaking  his 
chain,  trembled  with  fury  and  joy. 

The  prodigious  wealth  that  had  been  divided 
was  but  a  fmall  part  of  Ataliba’s  ranfom.*  To 
authenticate  his  promife  melTengers  had  been  fent 
for  that  incredible  inafs  of  gold  which  the  flou- 
riihing  city  of  Cufco  had  beheld,  during  eleven 
reigns,  gradually  accumulating  in  the  palaces  of 
the  kings  and  the  temple  of  the  Sun.  Almagra 
was  exceedingly  enraged  at  tile  idea,  that  this  il- 
luftrious  city,  on  which  his  ambitious  hopes  were 
founded,  would  be  entirely  ruined ;  and  even 
tho’  the  Inca’s  ranfom  fhould  not  abforb  all  its 
treafures,  yet,  that  the  whole  of  them  would  be 
at  Pizarro’s  command,  fo  long  as  the  king  fhould 
live.  It  was  from  this  motive  that  he  lolicited 
Ataliba’s  deftru«5tion,  and  urged  it  on  with  fo 

much  ardour.  ^  ^  - 

A*t  firh  feigned  promifes  of  treating  him  with 
indulgence  were  employed,  and  the  hopes  of  ob¬ 
taining  him  a  pardon  held  forth,  to  extort  from 
him  a  confeffion  of  his  guilt.  But  this  unhappy 
Prince  preferved,  even  in  chains,  the  inflexible 
dignity  of  his  race:  They  are  criminals  who 

“  need  a  pardon,”  faid  he;  1  am  innocentd 
They  magnified  the  clemency  of  the  Prince  in 
whofe  name  he  was  to  be  judged.  **  There  will 
««  be  occafion  for  it,”  faid  he,  «  to  forgive  my 
accufers  the  crime  of  my  death  ;  but  towards 
a  king,  his  e(]^ual,  who  never  hath  oftended 
him,  his  clemency  is  ufelefs.  Let  him  be  juft, 
“  and  I  have  nothing  to  fear.” 


*  Only  a  fifth. 
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This  pride  appeared  fhocking  to  tliofe  who 
were  perfuaded  ''of  his  guilt.  'Fhey  contended 
that  he  ihould  be  brought  to  a  trial  fince  he  had 
the  audacity  to  demand  it.  Pizarro,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  exerted  the  moft  dilintereded  efforts  to 
fave  him.  He  iniifted  that  a  council  formed  in 
his  camp  was  not  intended  to  judge  kings ;  that  a 
lieutenant  of  Ataliba  had  fuppoled  he  Ikould 
ferve  his  mafter  by  taking  off  his  brother,  and 
therefore  had  done  it  without  either  gaining  his 

O  O 

confeiit,  or  informing  him  of  his  purpofe  :  that 
in  the  fame  manner,  a  project,  without  the  Inca’s 
knowledge,  bad  been  formed  for  his  refcue, 
which  in  his  eflimation  was  fo  far  from  being  cri¬ 
minal,  that  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as  juft  and 
commendable  ;  that  the  Inca,  full  of  dignity, 
candor,  and  re<ftitude  had  given  no  room  for  thole 
fufpicions  with  which  he  had  been  maligned  ;  but 
that  were  he  guilty,  it  belonged  to  the  Emperor 
to  appoint  his  judges  ;  and  that  he  claimed,  in  his 
behalf  this  important  and  inviolable  privilege.  He 
added  that  in  his  dirpatches  he  had  informed  the 
Emperor  of  every  thing  that  had  paffed  ;  that  he 
had  referred  the  caufe  to  him  ;  that  he  would 
wait  to  know  his  pleafure,  and  that  the  whole 
procefs  ftiould  be  fufpended  until  Ferdinaikfs  re¬ 
turn. 

Requelme  then  began.  ‘‘  Yoii  have  informed 
the  Emperor,”,  faid  he;  “and  of  what  .f*  of 
“  your  own  opinion,  no  doubt,  and  the  opinion 
“  of  a  few  of  your  friends,  who,  like  you,  have 
fuffered  yourfelves  to  be  milled  ?  Is  it  thus 
“  then,  Pjzarro,  that  he  is  to  gain  an  inlight  of 
“  fo  important  a  caule  ?  It  is  rny  demand  that 
the  council  hear  and  try  Ataliba,  and  that  tiis 
“  procefs,  conducted  with  all  the  formalities  of 
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the  law,  be  referred  to  a  fupreme  trlbiiaal  | 

‘‘  where  the  fate  of  this  ufurper,  whom  you  call  | 

a  king,  may  be  decided.”  t 

This  opinion  appeared  wife  and  moderate  to  the 
minds  of  the  majority  :  and  Pizarro,  perceiving 
that  even  his  own  friends  were  inclined  towards 
it,  acquiefced.  But  obferving  that  nature  had  . 

frill  fome  iftfluence  over  the  hearts  of  thofe,  whom  J 

he  wiOied  to  gain,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  | 

avail  Idmfelf  of  it,  and  from  this  motive,  tho’  | 

under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  prudence  and  fafe- 
ty,  he  fent  to  Riobamba  for  the  family  of  the  cap¬ 
tive  king,  to  retain  them  all  in  one  prifon. 

It  was  a  fight  truly  worthy  of  commhferation, 
to  fee  the  arrival  of  his  children  and  wives  to  the 
palace  of  Caflamaka,  each  loaded  with  chains. 
Innocence  in  diftrefs,  is  always  an  intcrefting  ob-  I 
jecl.  But- when  on  the  brows  of  the  unhappy 
fome  traces  of  glory  remain,  and  when  we  con-  : 
template  in  their  abafement  thofe  who  have  been 
accuftomed  to  receive  the  homage  and  veneration 
of  mankind,  their  misfortunes  appear  unjuft  be- 
caufe  they  wound  them  the  more.  Thus,  the  firft 
^mpreflions  of  pity  at  this  fight  were  fenfibly  and 
deeply  felt  by  the  crowd. 

They  beheld  thefe  illuftrious  prifoners,  forrow- 
ful,  dejected,  fighing,  with  down-caft  eyes,  full 
of  tears,  flowly  approaching  on  thofe  defolated 
fields  which  were  Bill  reeking  with  the  blood  that 
had  been  fpilt.  The  companion  of  Aciloe,  Cora, 
wept  not  :  a  deadly  palenefs  was  fpread  over  her 
face  j  and  the  gloomy  and  devouring  fire  which 
glimmered  in  her  eyes,  had  dried  up  the  fource  of 
her  tears.  Her  looks,  fometimes  fixt,  at  others 
wild,  fought  on  thefe  plains  of  daughter  the  wan¬ 
dering  fhade  of  her  hufband.  “Where  is  he? 

“  in 
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in  what  fpot  repofes  my  dear  Alonzo,”  faid 
Ihe  ?  “  Where,  in  this  horrid  carnage,  fell  thole 
**  who  guarded  our  king  ?  ’  An  Indian  replied  ^ 
\o  her:  “  This  is  the  place.  Here  was  the  , 
throne  of  the  Inca ;  there  fell  all  his  friends 
<t  around  him  ;  there  they  are  buried.  Alonzo 
**  Was  at  their  head ;  and  this  fmall  eminence 
that  you  lee,  is  his  tomb.  At  thefe  words, 
which  pierced  the  heart  of  the  tender  wife  of 
Alonzo^  file  with  a  fhriek  that  expielTed  her  an-* 
<Tui{li,  threw  herfelf  headlong^  and  fell  on  the 
damp  earth,  as  yet  uncovered  by  turf,  embraced 
it  with  the  fame  ardour  as  though  it  had  been 
the  body  of  her  hufband,  refifted  every  effort  to 
draw  her  from  the  grave*,  and  when  they  would 
remove  her  by  force,  it  feemed  from  the  groans 
that  fhe  uttered,  as  though  they,  were  rending  ■ 
her  heart-firings.  At  length  the  excels  of  her 
grief  burning  afunder  thofe  ties  by  which  na¬ 
ture  had,  till  then  confined  within  her  the  ofl- 
fpring  of  a  fatal  paffion,  fhe  expired  at  the  mo- 
'  ment  of  becoming  a  mother.  But  this  agony  of 
*  defpair  was  not  fatal  to  herfelf  alone  j  it  expended 
to  the  infant  Ihc  had  brought  into  life.  It  pe- 
riflied  without  opening  its  eyes  to  the  light,  with¬ 
out  having  felt  its  milerable  condition. 

The  conftancy  of  Ataliba  had  hitherto  dif-  ' 
dained  to  footh  his  perfecutors,  but  the  foul 
which  misfortune  had  elevated  and  confirmed, 
and  whofe  tranquil  pride  defpifed  adverfity,  was 
at  once  dejefted,  when  he  beheld  in  his  prifon, 
his  wives  and  his  children  loaded,  like  himfelf, 
with  chains,  throw  themfelves  into  his  arms  and 
crowd  around  his  icnees.  He  was  confounded  , 
his  eves  teemed  with  tears  j  overpowered*  with 

L  3  .  grief  - 


^  4^' 


THE  I  N-  C'  A  S. 


P'ief  ii€  received  them  Into  his  bofom ;  he  prei^ 
ied  them  to  his’  heart  \  mingled  his  fighs  with 
Iheir  complaitits,  and  forgot  that  his  enemies 
were  the  witneires  of  his  weaknefs  •,  or>  rather 
felnihed  not  to  ihew  himfelf  a  hulband  and  a  fa¬ 
ther. 

Pizarro,  obferving  the  eyes  of  his  companions 
melt  with  the  fame  emotions  of  compailion  that 
he  experienced  in  himfelf,  was  pleafed  with  his 
device,  and  Uie  rather,  as  he  perceived  the  pride 
of  Atahba  abated  ;  but  to  allow  more  time  for  his 
eoorage  to  relax,  he  ordered  that  the  Inca  Ihould 
tZ  !rfr  with  bis  family. 

.During  this  fuipeniiou  cd  redraint  nature  free¬ 
ly  yielded  to  every  impuHe  of  grief  and  of  love, 
Bathed  v.  itli  a  profunon  of  tears,  Ataiiba  beheld 
liimfdf  in  the  midfl  of  his  children,  klffing  his 
chains,  and  inquiring  what  evil  he  hath  done  ? 
what  crisne  their  mothers  had  committed  ?  ^and 
if  they  were  all  brouglit  thither  that  they  might 
die  together  ?  This  affectionate  hniband  and 
good  father  caff  a  ianguiflring  look  on  his  defo- 
iated  family  5  and  his  heart,  oppreffed  with  an- 
guiih,  pity  ,and  fear,  could  anfwer  them  only 
in  ffghs. 
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1  HE  fatal  day  arrived,  and  the  council  was  ^ 
ailembled.  It  was  compofed  of  the  eldell:,  and 
thofe  of  the  higheft  rank  amongft  the  Caftilian 
warriors.  Ihzarro  prehded ;  but  Almagro  and 
Requelme  were  aiTeirors.  An  awful  fdence  pre¬ 
vailed.  Atallba  was  brought  forth  •,  they  inter¬ 
rogated,  him,  and  he  replied  with  that  noble 
fra^nknefs  which  accompanies  innocence.  They 
cliarged  him  with  the  deflruclion  of  the  family 
of  the  Incas  •,  they  oppofed  to  him  the  witneiTes 
of  the  murder  of  the  king  of  Cufco,  and  im¬ 
puted  to  his  contrivance  the  plot  formed  for  his 
refcue  from  the  palace  of  Caliamalca.  His  de¬ 
fence  was  fupported  by  truth.  He  briefly^  ex¬ 
plained  to  them  the  caiife  and  calamities  of  the 
civil  war  ,  the  meafures  he  had  taken  to  bend  the 
indexible  pride  of  his  brother  *,  and  to  appeafe 
his  reientment  even  after  he  had  conquered  him. 

“  If  at  any  time  I  could  have  wifhed  for  his 
death,”  laid  he,  “  it  would  have  been  when 
he  railed  his  people  againft  me,  and  when, 

/  “  from  his  priibn,  he  rekindled  the  llames  of  war; 

“  as  this  crime  would  then  have  conduced  to  the 
grandeur  and  repofe  of  my  empire,  I  might 
“  perhaps  have  been  feduced.^  I  have  ever  are- 
vered  the  blood  of  my  race  ;  never  have  I 
fought  to  fpiil  it ;  and  if  in  battle,  when  I  was 
abfent,  and  at  a  diftance,  in  oppofition  to  my 
will  the  blind  ardour  of  my  foldiefs  fpared  no 
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one,  the  crime  is  his  who  compelled  me  to  arm- 
“  them  for  my  own  defence.  Caftilians,-  my 
‘‘  viclory  coft  me  more  tears,  than  all  the  evils 
“  I  experience  will  ever  make  me  £hed.  Enquire.” 
continued  he,  if  1  have  rendered  myfelf  odious 
“  to  my  people.  I  am  fallen  from  a  throne  | 
my  fceptre  is  broken ;  my  friends  are  dead  5 
“  I  am  alone  in  chains,  with  women  and  chil- 
“  dren  ;  they  have  nothing  further  to  fear  from 
me,  or  to  hope.  It  is  in  fuch  an  extremity 
of  weaknefs  and  mifery  that  a  good  king  may 
“  be  diftingui filed  from  a  tyrant ;  it  is  in  cir- 
“  cuinftances  like  mine  that  the  hatred  of  the 
public  breaks  forth  or  its  love  becomes  con- 
fpicuous.  Examine  what  interefl:  I  have  in 
their  hearts,  and  if  they  treat  me  as  wicked 
or  guilty.  A  refpeftful  tendernefs,  a  dilmter- 
efted  and  faithful  attachment,  an  obedience  at 
“  once  voluntary  and  entire;  in  a  word,  the 
love  that  my  people  difcover  tow^ards  a  mifera- 
ble  captive,  will  witnefs  for  me  againft  the  im- 
putations  of  dander;  and  I  require,  even  of 
you,  to  be  told  whether  a  triumph  like  this  be 
relerved  for  guilt  or  for  virtue  ?  Their  fenti- 
ments  and  conduct  are  now  open  to  your  own 
infpe«fl;ion,  an^  to  it,  judge  of  my  life,  I  ap- 
“  peal.  Ye  cannot,  whatever  ye  may  have  been 
told,  ye  can  never  believe  that  he,  who  from 
his  prifon,  and  degraded  as  I  am,  ftill  finds 
“  his  v/ill,  though  deititute  of  power  to  enforce 
*<  it,  is  received  as  facred,  and  beholds  his  obe- 
dient  fubjecds  prohrate  before  him,  w'hilft 
their  tears,  trickle  over  his  chains,  was  ever 
unjuft  or,  fangu’nary  on  the  throne.  What  I 
have  been  on  the  throne,  you  have  found  me 
“  in  fetters,  plain,  hncere,  fenfible  to  injury, 
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'  but  more  fenlible  to  friendship.  I  am  accufed 
of  having  attempted  to  efcape,  and  of  medi- 
“  tating  an  infurrefdon  againft  you.  The 
thought  never  entered  my  mind  *,  but,  had  I 
chcrilhed  fuCh  defigns,  would  it  have  been 
“  criminal  in  me  ?  Regard  thofe  bloody  plains  ; 

behold  thefe  chains  with  which  ye  have  dif- 
“  graced  the  innocent'  hands  of  a  king  and  de- 
termine  whether  any  expedient  could  be  tin- 
“  lawful  that  might  have  conduced  to  my  fafe- 
ty.  Ah  !  ye  ycurfelves  have  but  too  fully  _ 
juftified  what  defpair  might  have  prompted 
“  me  to  try.  Notwithstanding,  I-  call  Heaven 
to  witnefs  that,  as  Pizarro  had  given  mC'  his 
“  word  and  your’s  that  my  life  fliould  be  grant- 
ed  me,  nty  liberty  reftored,  iny  family  Ipared, 

“  and  the  remains  of  my  unfortunate  people  fuf- 
“  fered  to  remain  unmolefted,  I  had  placed  all 
‘‘  my  hopes  in  him,  and  was  entirely  occupied 
in  colledling  the  gold  for  my  ranibm.  My 
God,  who  no  doubt  is  your  God,  knows  my 
heart,  and  is  my  witnefs,  that  I  tell  you  the 
“  truth.  But  if  my  innocence  will  not  affedl 
‘‘  you,  refpeft  my  misfortunes.  I  am  a  father, 
a  hiiiband,  and  a  king.  Judge  then  the  an- 
guilh  of  my  heart.  Do  ye  wiOi  to  fee  me  a 
“  fuppliant  *,  I  am  one,  and  1  bring  to  your  feet 
“  the  tears  of  ,my  people,  my  children  and  their 
feeling  mothers.  Thefe  are,  at  lead,  inn©- 
cent.” 

The  hearts  of  the  judges  were  touched  by  this 
artlefs  and  affecting  addrefs  *,  and  Pizarro  enter¬ 
tained  no  doubt  of  their  favourable  difpolitionw 
Ataliba  was  ordered  to  withdraw  ;  and  their  opiw 

raons  were  collected . But  how  great  was  the 
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afloni/liment  of  Pizarro  and  his  friends,  to  fin4 
that  they  majority  condemned  him  to  die  !  They 
indantly  rcmonftrated  againft  this  unjuft  decT- 
fion,  and  reminded  the  council  of  their  refoln- 
tion  to  refer  the  caide,  after  having  gone  thro’ 
this  'procels,  to  the  tribunal  of  the  Emperor. 
Requelate  propofetl  it  j  the  whole  council  had 
acqiiiefced  •,  the  unanimity  of  the  refolve  could 
not  be  denied  ;  and  Ataliba,  though  condemned^, 
had  ftili  the  hope  of  being  carried  into  Spain, 
and  there  heard  and  tried.  But  the  malignant 
fury  that  puriucd  his  life  was  too  vigilant  to  lofe 
his  prey. 

Valverde,  efcaped  from  his  chains,  and  again 
at  large,  returned,  with  rage  ftill  rankling  in  his 
heart,  and  having  difguifed  himfelf,  entered, 
unknown,  in  the  midft  of  a  dark  night,  into  the 
walls  of  CaiTamalca.  At  this  hour  Almagro  with 
his  partifans  were  contriving  their  horrid  plot. 
The  villain  prefenting  himfelf  before  them,  faid : 
Acknowledge,  my  friends,  the  faithfulnefs  of 
his  promifes,  who  hath  declared  to 'the  juft 
**  man,  ‘Thou  Jhalt  tread  on  the  lion  and  adder. 
'ie  have  feen  me  loaded  Avith  irons,  pro-  n 
fcribed,  fent  on  board  a  ftiip  to  be  left  in 
“  a  defolate  iiland,  where  I  might  become  the 
“  prey  of  voracious  beafts  •,  and  now,  behold  me 
in  the  midft  you.  God  hath  broken  the  fnare 
‘‘  of  the  wicked  j  he  derides  the  counlels  of  the 
“  ungodly  j  he  hath  held  forth  his  hand  to  the 
‘‘  weak,  innocent,,  and  perfecuted.  But  will 
.  ye,  warriors,  whom  he  hath  chofen  to  defend 
“  his  caule,  and  whom  he  hath  blefted  with 
ftrength  and  courage  to  avenge  it,  confent  that 
Pizarfo  lhall  fend  to  Soain  a  tyrant,  his  friend, 
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your  accufer,  him,  who,  by  his  riches,  can 
“  gain  the  court  an4  the  council,  and  who,  if 
“  he  be  heard,  will  impeach  you,  as  vile  pkin- 
**  derers,  .bale  aiTahins,  made  for  murder  anci 
rapine,  faithlefs,  lhameleis,  pitilefs,  unworthy 
“  the  name  of  men,  and  of  Chridians  ?  Is  this 
“  your^delign  ?  and  what  right  have  you  to  fcreen 
“  him  from  the  punidiment  of  his  crime  ?  He 
“  hath  been  tried  and  conviHed  of  ufurpation^ 
tyranny,  and  the  murder  of  his  brother  ;  why 
then  with-hold  the  execution  of  the  I’entence 
“  to  which  he  is  condemned  ?  Let  him  die,  and 
‘‘  the  whole  will  be  ended.” 

The  atrocity  of  this-advice  dartled  the  boldeflr. 
But,  Valverde,  without  allowing  them  time  to 
heiitate,  faid  :  on  this  your  life  and  honour 

“  depend,  and,  what  is  far  more  to  be  regarded,, 
the  glory  of  religion,  and  tlie  intereds  of 
“  Heaven  :  the  God  of  vengeance  who  fent  me, 
“  hath  forbidden  you  to  deliberate.  Pizarro  is 
now  at  red  ;  all  is  quiet  ;  and  Requelme,  who 
“  conducted-  the  procefs,  hath  a  right  to  fee, 
“  and  interrogate  Ataliba  at  all  hours  j  let  him 
procure  me  admiffion  to  the  prifon,  and  I  de- 
lire  only  two  determined  men  with  him  and 
myfelf.” 

The  importance  of  the  crime  prevailed  over 
the  horror  of  committing  it ,  and  by  a  guilty  li- 
lence,  they  fl)uddered  while  they  confented  to 
wdiat  they  could  not  approve.  Then,  Valverde, 
relaxing  his  voice,  went  on  ;  In  depriving  this 
infidel  of  life  we  fhall  not  negleH  the  care  of 
his  falvation.  '  It  is  my  wifh,  by  purifying  him 
with  the"  holy  water  of  baptifm,  to  render  his 
death  no  lefs  precious  to  himfeU  than  it  is  Jud, 

and 
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and  to  fan^iify  the  homicide  prefcribed  to  u® 
‘‘  by  the  law.” 

The  family  of  Ataiiba,  with  eyes  exhauhed  of 
tears,  and  hearts  v/earied  with  fobs.  Were  now 
fleeping  around  him.  But  the  prince,  perplexed 
with  melancholy  forebodings,  was  unable  to  dole 
his  eye-hds.  He  heard  his  prifon  open.  He 
beheld  Requelme  enter,  and,  with  him,  three 
men,  wrapped  in  long  cloaks,  that  concealed  all 
but  their  eyes,  whicia  appeared  to  gleam  with 
cruelty.  An  emotion  of  terror  feized  him  ;  he 
rofe  ;  and  overcoming  his* weaknefs  advanced  to 
meet  them.  “  Inca,’’  faid  Requelme,  “  let  ns 
retire,  and  not  wake  thefe  women  and  chil- 
dren.  It  is  but  juft  that  the  innocent  fhoiiM 
“  repofe  in  peace.  Attend.  You.  have  been 
tried  and  condemned  according  to  the  ri- 
“  gour  of  the  law,  fire  would  be  your  punilh- 
“  ment.  But  it  depends  upon  yourfelf  to  avoid 
“  the  dames ;  and  this  religious  man,  whom 
you  will  hear,  is  come  to  offer  you  the 
“  means.” 

The  prince,  at  thefe  words,  turned  pale.  “  I 
“  know,”  laid  he,  that  the  council  have  tried 
me ;  but  mufi:  they  not  fend  me  to  the  court 
“  of  Spain,  and  referve  for  your  king  a  right 

“  that  belongs  only  to  him  ?” - Truft  me, 

“  the/momenrs  are  dear,”  continued  Requelme: 
attend  to  this  virtuous  and  wife  man,  who  hath 
interefted  himfelf  in  your  misfortunes.” 
Valverde  then  went  on.  Do  you  not  defire 
“  to  worfliip  the  God  of  the  chriiBans, 

Certainly,”  anfwered  the  unhappy  prince,  “if 
this  God,  as  he  is  declared  to  be,  is  beneh- 
cent,  powerful,  and  juilj  if  nature  is  his  Work, 
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««  and  the  Sun  himfelf  one  of  his  gifts,  I  join, 
with  all  nature,  to  adore  him.  How  ungrate- 
“  ful,  how  irrational  mufb  he  be,  who  Ihould 
refufe  him  his  love  ?” — And  do  you  defire 
“  to  be  infiruffed,”  ftill  alked  this  perfidious 
monk,  in  the  facred  truths  that  he  hath  reveal- 
“  ed  to  us,  to  become  acquainted  with  his  wor- 
“  fiaip  and  follow  his  law  ?” — “  I  earnefily  dc- 
“  fire  it,”  replied  the  Inca,  “  as  I  have  told  you, 
and  am  impatient  to  open  my  eyes  to  the  light, 
that  they  may  be  enlightened  and  I  may  be- 

“  lieve.” - “Heaven  be  praifed,”  replied Val- 

verde,  “  he  is  difpofed  as  I  wifhed  him  to  be. 
“  Implore  then  on  your  knees  this  God  of  good- 
“  nefs  and  of  clemency :  and  receive  the  faluta- 
“  ry  water  that  regenerates  his  children.”  *  The 
Inca,  with  an  humble  mind  and  a  docile  difpo- 
lition,  bowed,  and  received,  on  his  knees,  the 
holy  water  of  baptifm.  “  Heaven  is  openned/’ 
faid  Valverde,  “  and  the  moments  are  precious.” 
At  the  fame  infiant  he  gave  the  fignal  ta  his  two 
attendants  ;  and  the  fatal  cord  fupprefifed  the  In¬ 
ca’s  lafl;  fighs.  \ 

It  was  from  the  lamentable  cries  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  their  mothers  that  the  news  of  his  death 
was  fpread,  at  the  return  of  morning.  Some  of 
the  Spaniards  were  firicken  with  horror  •,  but  the 
greatefi:  part  applauded  the  audacity  of  the  afikf- 
lins  j  and  it  was  thought  they  had  been  fufiicient- 
ly  merciful  in  not  extending  the  fate  of  this^un- 
happy  prince  to  his  wives  and  children,  who,  from 
this  moment,  were  abandoned  to  the  compafiion 
of  the  Indians. 

Pizarro,  indignant,  fliocked  and  weary  of  con¬ 
tending  agajnft  wickednefs,  after  having  impre¬ 
cated 
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cated  curfes  on  thefe  execrable  alTaflins  and  their 
fanatical  partifans,  retired  to  the  city  of  the 
Kings  which  then  was  beginning  to  be  built 
in  the  vale  of  Riraac.  Licentioufnefs,  plunder, 
rapacity,  murder,  and  defolation,  without  re- 
ftraint,  every  where  prevailed  ;  the  face  of  this 
continent  prefented  nothing  to  the  view  but  tribes 
of  Indians,  falling,  as  the  fled,  into  the  fnares, 
or  beneath  the  fvvords,  of  the  Spaniards.  From 
the  coaft  of  Mexico  came  Alvarado,  the  friend 
of  Cortes,  and  the  fcourge  of  both  Americas. 
The  rival  of  the  new  conquerors,  he  feized  on 
their  prey,  thirfting  like  them  for  gold  and  for 
,  blood.  Through  the  whole  extent  of  this  im- 
menfe  empire,  ravage  and  defqlation  univerfally 
prevailed.  An  innumerable  multitude  of  Indians 
were  llaughtered  ;  almoft  ail  the  reft,  enflaved, 
were  driven  to  perifh  in  the  mines,  a  thoufand 
times  envying  the  fate  of  thofe  who  had  been 
maiTacred. 

At  length,  when  thefe  ravenous  wolves  had 
iatiated  theinfelves  with' the  carnage  of  Indians^ 
their  ungovernable  ferocity  turned  them  on  each 
other.  The  cry  of  blood  from  Ataliba  reached 

*  He -gave  it  the  name  of  Ciudad  de  Jos  Reves,  either 
from  the  circurnftaii-ce  of  having-  Jaid  the  firft  (lone,  at  that 
fealon  -when  the  church  celebrates  the  fehival  of  tlie  Three 
Kings,  (jr,  as  it  is  more  probable,  in  honour  of  Juanna  and 
Charles,  the  fovereigns  of  Cailile.  n'his  name  it  fliil  retains 
among  tlte  Spaniards,  in  ail  legal  and  f<)tn\a]  deeds  ;  but  it 
is  better  known  to  foreigners  by  that  of  Lima,  a  corruption 
of  the  ancient  appelhatton  of  the  valley,  in  which  it  is 
fituated.  Dr.  Robertfon’s  liift.  of  i\nierica,  Vdl,-  11.  p. 
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to  Heaven.  Scarcely  any  of  thofe  wno  had  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  crime  of  his  death  efcaped  from 
punifhment ;  and  while-  fome,  taken  by  the  In¬ 
dians  in  unfrequented  places,  expired  hcpeath 
the  fatal  cord,  others,  for  once  juft,  deftroVeJ. 
one  another.  The  execrable  Valverde  *,  con¬ 
ducting  a  band  of  thefe  plunderers  in  purfuit  of 
fome  Indians,  wlio  had  retired  to  the  woods  for 
lafety,  fell  into  tiie  hands  of  Cannibals  j  and  be¬ 
ing  burnt  and  tore  afunder  while  alive,  was  de¬ 
voured  before  he  expired  j  he  died  with  blafphe- 
mies  on  his  tongue,  in  rage  and  defpair.  Perjured 
and  a  traitor  f  towards  Fizarro,  Almagro  fufFer- 
ed  the  moft  fiiameful  puniihment,  and  his  pufif- 
lanimity  compleated  the  juft  opprobrium  of  his 
death.  Pizarro,  whofe  guilt  confifted  in  having 
given  fcope  to  the  commiftion  of  fo  many  crimes, 
was  betrayed  by  his  own  adherents,  and  fell  by 
alTaftination.  Overpowered  by  numbers,  he  funk, 
but  as  a  great  man  who  difdained  life  and  de¬ 
fied  death.  After  he  expired,  a  war  w^as  kin¬ 
dled  between  his  rivals  and  his  brothers.  Cuf- 
co,  facked  and  deferted,  faw  the  carcafes  of  its 
tyrants  fcattered  on  its  plains.  n^he''  waves  of 
the  Amazon  were  red  with  the  blood  of  thofe  it 
had  beheld  fpreading  defolation  on  its  banks  ; 

*  The  execrable  Valverde.']  The  truth  is'  too  horrid  to  re¬ 
late  •,  Juftice  is  here  fubftituted  in  its  place, 

t  Perjured  and  a  traitor,]  Almagro  had  fworn  a-new,  on 
a  confecrated  hoft,  never  .to  infringe  on  the  rights  of  Pizar¬ 
ro,  and  his  oath  was  expreffed  in  ihefe  words ;  0  Lord,  if  1 
•violate  the  oath  luhich  I  here  make,  1  ivijh  that  thou  mayeji  con¬ 
found  me  in  my  body,  and  in  my  ful.  According  to  this  oath 
he  was  perjured. 


and 
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and  fanatlcifm,  furrounded  by  mafTacres  and  de- 
vadation,  fitting  on  heaps  of  flain,  extended  her 
looks  over  immenfe  ruins,  applauded  herfelf  at 
the  fight,  and  praifed  Heaven  for  crowning  her 
labours. 


THE  END. 
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